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_ Stoke-Abbey, in Devonſhire, Elg, _ 
DEAR SIR, | | 4 
As your honoured father was pleaſed to make 
choice of me to anſwer in your name at the 
ont, and to exerciſe a ſort of guardianſhip over your 
ſpiritual intereſts ; permit me, by putting theſe little 
treatiſes into your hand, to fulfil ſome part of that 
ſolemn obligation, Canna ng res 


of 


Fi * 


Gratitude ſor many ſignal favours, and a conſciens | 

tious regard to my ſacred engagement, have long ago 

inſpired my breaſt with the warmeſt wiſhes, both for 

your true dignity, and real happin(s. Nor can I think 

of a more endearing, or a more effetual way, of ad. 

vancing either the one or the other, than to ſet be- 

fore you a ſketch of your excellent father's character. 

—[lluftrious examples are the moſt winning incite=" "i 

ments to virtue; and none can come attended with 

ſuch particular recommendations to you, Sir, as the 

pattern of that worthy perſon, from whom you de- 


— * 


rive your very being. 


A moſt cordial and reverential eſteem for the 
divine word, was one of his remarkable qualities, 
Thoſe oracles of heaven were his principal delight, 

8 5 | 4 a and : 


YU : | | A 2 | 
| „ 2 


\ 


iv DEDICATION. 
and his inſeparable companions. Your gardens, 
your ſolitary walks, and the hedges of your fields, 
can witneſs, with what an unwearied ailduity he 
exerciſed himſelf in the law of the Lord. From 
hence he fetched his maxims of wiſdom, and formed 
his judgment of things. The ſacred precepts were 
the model of his temper, and the guide of his life 
while the precious promiſes were the joy of his heart, 
and his portion for ever. 


Improving company, was another of his moſt re- 
liſhiag pleeſures. Few gentlemen were better fur- 
niched, either with richneſs of fancy, or copiouſneſs 
©f expreſſion, to bear a ſhining part in converſation. 
en thele talents, he always endeavoured to give 
ſonte ſeful, generally ſome religious turn, to the 
diſcourſe, Nor did he ever reflect, with greater 
complacency, on his ſocial hours, than when they 
tended to glorify the eternal Majeſty ; and to awak- 
en, in himſelf and others, a more lively ſpirit of des 
votion. 


To project for the good of others, was his frequent 
frudy : and to carry thoſe benevolent contrivances in- 
to execution, his favourite phy. When viſited b 

the young perions of the neighbourhood, far from 
raking an ungraceful pride to initiate them in de- 
bauchery, or confirm them in a riotous habit; it was 
his inceflant aim, by finely-adapted perfuaſives, to 
encourage them in indiſtry, and eſtabliſh them in a 
courſe of Hbriety, to guard them againſt the allure- 
ments of vice, and animate them with the principles 
of piety. A noble kind of hoſpitality this! which 
will probably tranſmit its beneficial influence to their 
earthly poſſeſſions, to their future families, and eyen 

to their eyerlaiting ſtate. = A | 


2 Jothua xxiv., 27. 


DE DIC AT ION. * 
A conviction of human indigence, and a thorough 
perſuaſion of the divine all- ſulficiency, induced hirn 
to be frequent in prayer, To proſtrate himſelf in pro- 
found adoration, before that infinitely exalted Being, 
who dwells in light inacceſſible, was hs g/zry; to 
implore the continuance of the almighty favour, and 
the increaſe of all Chriſtian graces, was his gain. 
In thoſe moments, no doubt, he remembered you, 
Sir, with a particular earneſtneſs; and lodged many 
an ardent petition in the court of Heaven, for his 
infant-ſon. Ceaſe not to ſecond them with your own 
deyout ſupplications, that they may deſcend upon 
your head, “in the tulneſs of the bleſſings of the 
« goſpel of peace.” 


To give their genuine Jute to all his other en- 
dowments, he was careful to maintain an bumbl- 
mind. "Though his friends might admire his ſupe- 
rior abilities, or his acquaintance applaud his ex- 
emplary behaviour, he ſaw how far he fell bart of 
the mark of his high calling ; ſaw, and lamented his 
defects; ſaw, and renounced himſelf; relying, for 
final acceptance, and endleſs felicity, on a bellen 
righteouſneſs than his own; even on the tranſcendent 
ly perfect righteouſneſs, and inconceivably precious 
death of JIEsus the Redeemer. — This was the rock o 
his hope, and the very crown of his rejoicing. 


Theſe, Sir, are ſome of the diflinguiſhing charac- 
teriſtics of your deceaſed parent. As you had the 
misfortune to loſe ſo valuable a relative, before you 

was capable of forming any acquaintance. with his 
perſon ; ; I flatter myſelf, you will the more attemive- 

ly obſerve his picture; this his moral picture; de- 
Gpned, not to be ſet in gold, or ſparkle in enamel, 
but to breathe in your fpirit, and to live in all your” 
conduct.—W hich, though it be entirely your own, 
calculated purely for yourſelf, may bir (like the 
a 3 family 
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family-pieces in your parlour, that glance an eye up- 
on as many as enter the room) make ſome pleafiry 
and fi impreſſion on every beholder. —May every 
one, charmed with the beautiful image, catch its re- 
ſemblance; and each, in his reſpeCtive ſphere, “ go 
and do likewiſe !” | 
But you, Sir, are peculiarly concerned to copy the 
amiable original. As the order of an indulgent Pro- 
vidence has made you heir of the affluent circumftances, 
let not a gay and thoughtleſs inadvertence cut you off 
from the richer inheritance of theſe noble qualifica- 
tions. — Theſe will be your ſecurity amidſt all the 
glittering dangers, which are inſeparable from bloom- 
ing years, and an eleyated fituation in life. Theſe 
are your path, your ſure and only path, to true great- 
neſs and ſolid happineſs. —Tread in theſe ſteps, and 
you cannot fail to be the darling of your friends, and 
the favourite of heaven. Tread in theſe ſteps, and 
you will give inexpreſſible joy to one of the beſt of 
mothers ; you will become an extenſive bleſſing to 
your fellow-creatures ; and which, after ſuch moſt 
engaging motives, 1s ſcarce worthy to be mentioned, 
you will be the delight, the honour, and the boaſt of, 


Dear Gir, 
Pour very affectionate godfather, 


. And moſt faithful humble fervant, 


Weſton-Favel, near 
Northampton, | 
July 14. 1747. . 

| : JAMES HERVEFT. 
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4 4, | 
E have already exerciſed our ſpeculations en 
the Tombs and Flowers; furve ying nature, 
govered with the deepeſt horrors, and arrayed in 


the richeſt beauties. Allegory, taught many of the 


objects to ſpeak the language of virtue, while Ima- 


ginatien lent her colouring to give the leſſons an en- 


gaging air. —— And this, with a view hof imitating 
that divine Inſtructor; who commiſſioned the l, * 
in her ſilver ſuit, to remonſtrate in the ear of un- 
belleving reaſon; who ſent his diſciples (men or- 
dained to feach the univerſe) to learn maxims of the 
laſt importance, from the moſt infienificant birds, ® 
that wander through the paths of the air; from the 
very meaneſt l. rbs, * that are ſcattered over the face 
of the ground. T 

Emboldened by the kind db nce of the pre- 


ceding 


* Matth. vi. 26, 28, 29, 30. 
+ Celcbrated , writers, as Demoſtkenes and Cicero, Thucy- 


dides and Livy, are obſerved to have a ſtyle peculiar to them 
Now, whoever conſiders the diſcourſes of Cunts, 


felves. 
will find him diſtinguiſhing himſelf by a ſtyle, which may 
properly be called H7S OWN. Majeſtic, yet familiar; hap- 
pily uniting dignity with condeſcenſion; it conſiſts, in teach- 
ing his followers the ſublime truths, by ſpiritualizing on the 

oft common occurrences; which, beſides its being level to the 
Igycſt apprehenſions, and admirably adapted to ſteal inte the 
molt  inattentive heart, is accompanied with this very ſingular 
advantage, that it turns even the /þhere of buſineſs into a bool 
of inſtruction; and renders the moſt ordinary objects a ſet of 
monitors, ever ſoliciting our regard, becauſe ever preſent to 


\ 


our ſenſes.— 5d that, I believe, it may be ſaid of this _ 


8 


_ Ss 
ot 


PREF ACE - 
ceding ſketches, I beg leave to. confide- in the ſame 
benevolence of taſte, for the protection and ſupport 


of the two remaining eſſays; which exhibit a pro- 
ſpect of ſtill life, and grand operation*; which mo- 
ralize on the moſt compoſed, and moiſt magnificent 
appearances of things.——In which, fancy is again 
ſuffered to introduce her imagery, but only as the 
handmaid of Truth, in order to dreſs her perfon, 
-and difplay her charms; to engage the attention, 
and win the love, even of the gay, and of the f- 
Hionable. Which is more likely to be effected, 
by forming agreeable pictures of nature, and deriv- 
ing inſtructive obſervations, than by the laborious 
method of long deduced arguments, or cloſe con— 


nected reaſonings. The contemplation of the 


heavens and the earth, of their admirable properties, 
and beneficial changes, has always af rded the moft 
exalted gratification to the human mind. In com- 


pliance 


able method, in which our LorD conveyed, as well as of that 
fowwerful energy which attended his doctrines, That never man 
faule like this man.——---The harveſt approaching, he reminds 
his diſeiples of a far more important harveſt, John iv. 35. 
Matth. xiii. 39 when immortal beings ſhall be reaped from tlie 
grave, and gathered in from all the quarters of the earth; when 
every human creature ſhall ſaſtain the character of valuable 
wheat, or deſpicable fares; and accordingly be lodged in man- 
ſions of everlaſting ſecurity, or conſigned over to the rage of 
unquenchable fire — In his charge to f/bermen, when they are 
commencing preachers, Matth. iv. 19. he exhorts them, conform- 
- ably to the nature of their late occupation, to uſe the ſame afſiduity 
and add:e/s in winning ſouls, as they were wont to exerciſe in catch- 
ing the finny prey.---For the farther illuſtration of this no leſs uſe- 
ful than curious ſubject, I would refer my reader to a valuable note 
in Sir Iſaac Newton's obſervations on the prophecies, p. 148, 4to 


It 
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pliance with this prevailing taſte, I have drawn my 
ſerious admonitions from the ſtupendous theatre, 
and a variegated ſcenery of the univerſe : that the 
reader may learn his duty from his very pleaſures 
—may gather wiſdom, mingled with virtue, from the 
moſt refined entertainments, and nobleſt delights. 

The evening drawing her ſables over the world, 
and gently darkening into Night, is a ſeaſon peculi- 
arly proper for ſedate conſideration. All cireum« 
ſtances concur to huſh our paſſions, and foothe dur 
cares; to tempt our ſteps abroad, and Nene, 9 
thoughts to ſerious reflection. 


Then is the time, | 
For theſe 2c Ge w617915m, ond whom nature harm, | 
To. fleal themſelves from the degen' rate croud, 50 
And far above this little ſcene of things ; 

To tread loꝛu- thoughted vice beneath their feet x 

To ſoothe the thribbing paſſions into peace; 

And wor lone quiet in her ſilent walks, ® 

The favour I would ſolicit for the Hit of the fol- 
lowing compoſitions, is, 'That it may be permitted 
to attend, in ſuch retired and contemplative excur- 

ſions: to attend, if not under the character of a 

friend; at leaſt, in the bumble capacity of a ſervant, 

or a page: as a ſervant, to open the door of medi- 
tation, and remove every impediment to thoſe beſk 
exerciſes of the wind, which blend advantage with 

amuſement, and improve while they delight ;—as a 


1 pages 
* Tuousox's Autumn, I. 973. laſt cdit. 12mg. . 


4 F R E FACE. 
page, to gather up the unſtable fluctuating train of 
fancy; and collect her fickle powers into a conſiſtent, 
regular, and uſeful habit of thinking. 
The other, converſant among the Harry regions, 
would lead the imagination through thoſe beautiful 
tracts of unclouded azure; and point out to the 
judgement ſome of thoſe admoniſhing particulars, 
which ſo eminently ſignalize the celeſtial worlds. A 
proſpect this, to which curioſity attracts our eyes, 
and to which ſcripture itſelf often directs our ſtudy ; 
a proſpect beyond all others moſt excellently calcu- 
| hated to enlarge the ſoul, and ennoble its conceptions z 
—to give the grandeſt apprehenſions of the everlaſting 
Gop, and create ſentiments of becoming ſuperiority, 
with relation to all 7ran{tory intereſts; in a word, to 
furniſh Faith with the ſureſt foundation for a ſteady 
afſiance, and true magnanimity of ſpirit; to afford 
piety the ſtrongeſt motives, both for a lively gratitude, 
and profound veneration. | 

While Galileo lifts his tube, and diſcoyers the pro- 
digious magnitude of thoſe radiant orbs z—while 
Newton meaſures their amazing diſtances, and unites 
the whole ſyſtem in harmonious order, by the ſubtile 
influences of attraction ;—I would only, like the he- 
rald before that illuſtrious Hebrew, u proclaim at 
every turn, . Bow the knee, and adore the almighty 
« Maker; magnify his eternal name, and mate his 
86 praiſe, like all his works, to be gloricus.” 


m Gen, xli. 434. 
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Night #s fair Virtue's immortal friend 
The conſcious Moon, through ev ry diſtant age, 
Has held a lamp to Wiſdom. 


N1GHT-THOUGHTsS, No. V. 
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CONTEMPLATIONS 
ON THE 


. 


HE. buſineſs of the day diſpatched, and the 

E ſultry heats abated, invited me to the recre- 

ation of a walk, a walk in one of the ine receſſes of 

the country, and in one of the moſt pleaſant evenings 
which the ſummer ſeaſon produced. | 

The limes and elms, uniting their branches over 

my head, formed a verdant canopy, and caſt a moſt 


| refreſhing ſhade. Under my feet lay a carpet of 


nature's velvet ; graſs intermingled with moſs, and 
embroidered with flowers. Jeſſamines, in conjune- 
tion with woodbines, twined around the trees; diſ- 
playing their artleſi beauties to the eye, and diffuſing - 
their delicious ſweets through the air. On either. fide, 
the boughs, rounded into a ſet of regular arches, 
opened a view into the diffant fields, and preſented 
me with a proſpect of the bending flies. The little 
birds, all joyous and grateful for the favours of the 
light, were paying their acknowledgements im a 
tribute of harmony, and ſoothing themſelves to reſt 
with ſongs. While a French horn, from a neigh- 
bouring ſeat, ſent its melodious accents, ſoftened by 
the length of their paſſage, to complete the concert 
of the grove, & 
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Roving in this agreeable manner, my thoughts 
were exerciſed on a ſubject ſtill more agreeable than 
the ſeaſon, or the ſcene. I mean, our late a 
victory over the united forces of inteſtine treaſon, and 
foreign invaſion; a victory which pours joy through 

the preſent age, and will tranſmit its influence to 
generations yet unborn.—Are not all the bleſſings, 
which can endear fociety, or render life itſelf defira- 
ble, centered in our preſent happy conſtitution, and 
auſpicious governnent? Were they not al! ſtruck 
at, by that impious and horrid blow, meditated at 
Rome, levelled by France, and ſeconded by factious 
ſpirits at home ? Who then can be ſufficiently thank- 
ful for the gracious interpoſition of Providence, 
which has not only averted the impending ruin, but 
turned it, with aggravated confuſion, on the authors 
of our troubles ? | 

Methinks, every thing valuable, which I poſſeſs; 
every thing charming, which I behold ; conſpire to 
enhance this ever-memorable event. To This it is 
owing, that I can ramble unmoleſted along the vale 
of private life, and taſte all the innocent ſatisfactions 
of a contemplative retirement. Had rebellion 8 ſuc- 
ceeded in her deteſtable deſigns ; inſtead of walking 
with ſecurity and complacence in theſe flowery paths, 
I might have met the in with his dagger ; or, 
have been obliged to abandon my habitation, and 
& embrace the rock for a ſhelter.” —Farewel then, 
ye fragrant ſhades ; ſeats of meditation, and calm 
repoſe } I ſhould have been driven from your loved 
retreats, to make way for fome barbarous, ſome 
inſulting vifter.——Varewel then, ye pleafing toils, 
and whole ſome amuſements of my rural hours! I 

thould no more have reared the tender flower to the 
ſun; 


E Referring to the rebellion, ſet on foot in the year 1745, —which, 
for ſeveral months, maꝰe a very alarming progreſs in the North; 
but was happily extinguiſhed by the glotous and deciſive victory at 
Evilogen. 2 | 


ON THE NIGHT. 15 


ſun; no more have taught the eſpalier to expand her 
boughs; nor have fetched, any longer, from my kit- 
chen-garden, the pureſt ſupplies of health. _ 

Had rebellion ſucceeded in her deteſtable deſigns, 
inſtead of being regaled with the mujic of the woods, 
I might have been alarmed with the ſound of the 
trumpet, and all the thunder of war. Inſtead of 
being entertained with this beautiful landſcape, I 
might have beheld our houſes ranſacked, and our 
villages plundered : I might have beheld our fenced 
cities encompaſſed with armies, and our fruitful 
fields “ clothed with deſolation;“ or have been 
ſhocked with the more frightful images of“ gar- 
« ments rolled in blood,” and of a ruffian's blade 
reeking from a brother's heart. Inſtead of peace, 
with her cheering olives, ſheltering our abodes; in- 
ſtead of juſtice, with her impartial feale, ſecuring 
our goods; perſecution had brandiſhed her ſword, and 
ſlavery clanked her chains. | 
Nor are theſe miſeries imaginary only, or the 
creatures of a groundleſs panic. There are, in a 

eighbouring kingdom, who very lately experienced 
them in all their rigour. * And, if the malignant 
ſpirit of Pypery had forced itſelf into our church; if 
an abjured Pretender had cut his way to our throne 
we could have no reaſon to expect a mitigation of 
their ſeverity, in our behalf.—But, ſuppoſing the 
tender mercies of a bigotted uſurper to have been 
ſomewhat leſs cruel; where, alas! would have been 
the encouragement to cultivate our little portion; 
or what pleaſure could ariſe from an improved ſpot 
if both the one and the other lay, every moment, at 
the mercy of /awle/s power? This imbittering cir- 
| | B 2 cumſtance. 

See a pamphlet, entitled, Popery always the ſame ; — which 2on= 
tains a narrative of the per/ecutions, and tevere hardſhips, lately ſuffer 
ed by the Preteflants in the ſouthern parts of France; and cloſes with 


a moſt ſeaſonable, alarming, and ſpirited addreſs to the inhabitants of 
Great Britain. Printed 1746. | | 
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cumſtance would ſpoil their reliſh; and by render- 
ing them a precarious, would render them a oy/e/7, ac- 
quiſition.—In vain might the vine ſpread her purple 
cluſters, in vain be laviſh of her generous juices z if 
tyranny, like a ravenous harpy, ſhould be always 
hovering over the bowl, and ready to ſnatch it 
from the lip of induitry, or wreſt it from the hand of 


liberty. 


| liberty, that deareſt of names: and property, that 
beſt of charters; give an additional, an inexpreſſible 
charm, to every delight ful object. — See how the de- 
clining fun has beautiſted the weſtern clouds ; has ar- 
rayed them in crimſon, and ſkirted them with gold. 
Such a refinement of our domeſtic bliſs is property 


ſuch an improvement of our public privileges is li- 


berty.—When the lamp of day ſhall entirely with- 
draw his beams, there will {till remain the ſame col- 
lection of floating vapours ; but, O! how changed, 
how gloomy ! The carnation-ſtreaks are faded ; the 
golden edges are worn away; and all the lovely tinges 
are loſt, in a /eaden-coloured lowering ſadneſs. Such 


would be the aſpect of all theſe ſcenes of beauty, 


and all theſe abodes of pleaſure, if expoſed continu— 
ally to the caprice of arbitrary ſway, or held in a ſtate 
of abject and cringing dependence, 

The ſun has almoſt finiſhed his daily race, and 
haſtens to the goal. He deſcends lower and lower, 
till his. chariot-wheels ſcem to hover on the utmoſt 
verge of the ſky. What is ſomewhat remarkable, 
the orb of light, upon the point of ſetting, grows 
conſiderebly broader. The ſhadows of objects, juſt 
before they become blended in undiſtinguiſhable 
darkneſs, are exceedingly /engthened. h —Like bleſ- 
ings, little prized, while peed ; but highly efteem- 
ed, the very inſtant they are preparing for their flight; 
bitterly regretted when once they are gone, and to 
be ſeen no more. | 

The 


h Maforęſaue cadunt altis de montilus umb rc. | Vine. 


ON THE NIGHT. 17 


The radiant globe is now half immerſed beneath 
the duſky earth; or, as the ancient poct ſpeaks, 1s 
ſhootinz into the ocean, and ſinks in the weſtern 
ſea.— And could I view the a at this juncture, it 
would yield a maſt amuſing and curious ſpectacle. 
The rays, ſtriking horizontally on the liquid ele- 
ment, give it the appearance of floating glaſs; or, 
reflected in many a different direction, form a beau- 
tiful multiplicity of colours. A ſtranger, as he walks 
along the ſandy beach, and, loit in penfive atten- 
tion, hſtens to the murmuring of the reſtleſs flood, 
is agreeably alarmed by the gay decoraticns of the 
ſurface. With entertainment, and with wonder, 
he tees the curling waves, here gliſtering with white, 
there glowing with purple; in one place wearing an 
azure tincture, in another, glancing a caſt of un- 
dulating green; in the whole, exhibiting a piece of 

w ſcenery, that may vie with yonder penſile tape- 
ſtries, though wrought in the loom, and tinged with 
the dyes of heaven. 

While I am tranſported by fancy to the ſhores of 
the ocean, the great luminary is ſunk beneath the 
horizon, and totally diſappears. The whole face 
of the ground is overſpread with ſhades z or, with 
what one of the fineſt painters of nature calls, a dun 
obſcurity. Only a tew very ſuperior eminences are 
tipt with-ſtreaming filver. The tops of groves and 
lofty towers, catch the lat ſmiles of day; are {till 
irradiated by the departing beams.—But, O] how 
tranſſent is the diſtinction! how momentary the 
gift! Like all the bleſſings which mortals enjoy 
below, it is gone, almoſt as ſoon as granted. See! 
how languiſhingly it trembles on the leafy ſpire ; 

B 3 and 


8 See this remarkable appearance delicately deſcribed, and wrought 
into a compariſon, which, in my opinion, is one of the moſt juſt, 
| beautiful, and noble pieces of imagery, to be found in modern poctry. 
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and glimmers, with a dying faintneſs, on the moun— 
tain's brow. The little vivacity that remains, decays 
every moment. It can no longer hold its ſtation. 
While I ſpeak, it expires, and reſigns the world to 


the gradual approaches of night. 


— New twilight grey 
Has in her ſober liv'ry all things clad. * 


Every object, a little while ago, glared with light ; 
but now, all appears under a more qualified luſtre. 
The animals harmonize with the inſenſible creation; 
and what was gay in thoſe, as well as glittering in 
this, gives place to an univerſal gravity. In the mea- 
dows, all was jocund and ſportive; but now the 
gameſome lambs are grown weary of their frolics, 
and the tired ſhepherd has impoſed filence on his 
pipe. In the branches, all was ſprightlineſs and 
ſong ; but now the lively green is wrapt in the de- 
ſcending glooms; and no tuneful airs are heard, 
only the plaintive ſtock-dove cooing mournfully 
through the grove. ——Should I now be vain and 


- trifling, the heevens and the earth would rebuke my 


unſeaſonable levity. Therefore, be theſe moments 
devoted to thoughts, /caate as the cloſing day, /olemrn 
as the face of things. And, indeed, however my ſo— 
cial hours are cnlivened with innocent pleaſantry, 
let every evening, in her ſable habit, toll the bell to 
ſerious confideration. Nothing can be more proper, 
for a perſon who walks on the borders of eternity, 
and is haſting continually to his final audit; nothing 
more proper, than daily to flip away from the circle 
of amuſements, and frequently to relinquiſh the hurry 
of buſineſs, in order to conlider and adjuſt © the 
« things that belong to his peace.” 

Since the ſun is departed, from whence can it 
proceed, that I am not involved in pitchy darkneſs ? 
. N Whence 
k& MiLr. Par. Left, B. IV. I. $98. 
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Whence theſe remainders of diminiſbed brightneſs ? 
which, though ſcarcely forming a refulgence, ſoften 
and ſoothe the horrors of night. I ſee not the ſhin- 
ing ruler, yet am cheered with a real, though faint 
communication of his ſplendor. —Does he remember 
us, in his progreſs through other climes ? does he 
ſend a detachment of his rays to eſcort us, during his 
perſonal abſence, or to cover (if I may uſe the mili- 
tary term) our retreat from the ſcene of action? 
Has he bequeathed us a dividend of his beams, ſuf- 
ficient to render our circumſtances eaſy, and our ſi- 
tuation agreeable, till ſleep pour its ſoft oppreſſion on 
the organs of ſenſe, till fleep ſuſpend all the opera- 
tions of our hands, and entirely ſuperſede any far- 
ther occaſion for the light? 

No; it is ill judged and unreaſonable to aſcribe 
this beneficent conduct to the ſun. Not unto him, 
not unto him; but unto his Almighty Mater, we are 
obliged for this pleaſant attendant, this valuable le- 
gacy. 'The gracious Author of our being, has ſo 
diſpoſed the collection of circumambient air, as to 
make it productive of this fine and wonderful effect. 
The ſun-beams falling on the higher parts of the ae- 
rial fluid, inſtead of paſſing on in ſtraight lines, are 
bent inwards, and conducted to our fight. Their 
natural courſe is overruled, and they are bidden to 
wheel about, on purpoſe to favour us with a welcome 
and ſalutary viſit——By which means, the bleſſin 
of light, and the ſeaſon of buſineſs, are conſiderably 
prolonged, and, what is a very endearing circum— 
ſtance, prolonged molt conſiderably, when the vehe- 
ment heats of ſummer incline the fugden! to poſtpone 
his walk, till the temperate evening prevail, when 
the important labours of the harveſt call the hu/band- 
man abroad, before the day is fully riſen. | 

After all the ardours of the ſultry-day, how revive _ 
ing is this c - This gives new verdure to the 

| fading 
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fading plants, new vivacity to the withering flowers, 
and a more exquiſite fragrance to their mingled ſcents, 
By this, the air alſo receives a new force, and is 
25 to exert itſelf wich greater activity; quali- 
ed to brace our limbs, to heave our lungs, and to 
co-operate with a briſker impulſe in perpetuating the 
circulation of our blood. This 1 might call the 
grand alembic of nature, which diſtils her molt ſove— 
"reign cordial, the refreſhing dews. Inceflant heat 
would rob us of their beneficial agency, and oblige 
them to evaporate in imperceptible exhalations. Tur- 
bulent winds, or even the gentler motions of Auro— 
ra's fan, would diſſipate the riſing vapours, and not 
ſuffer them to form a coalition. But, favoured by 
the ſtillneſs, and condenſed by the coolneſs of the 
night, they unite in pearly drops, and create that 
finely tempered humidity, which cheers the vegetable 
world, as fleep exhilarates the animal. 

Not unlike to theſe are the advantages of Vlitude. 
The world is a troubled ocean; and who can erect 
ſtable purpoſes on its fluctuating waves ? "The world 
is a ſchool of wrong; and who does not feel bim— 
ſelf warping to its pernicious influences ? > On this 
ſea of glaſs, > how inſenſibly we fall from our own 
ſtedfaſtneſs! Some ſacred ruth, which was ſtruck 
in lively characters on our ſouls, is obſcured, if not 

obliterated. Some worthy reſelution, which Heaven 
had wrought in our breaſts, is ſhaken, if not over- 
thrown. Some enticing vanity, which we had ſo— 
lemnly renounced, again practiſes its wiles, and a- 
gain captivates our affections, How often has an un- 
wary glance kindled a fever of irregular defre in our 
hearts! How often has a word of applauſe dropt 

luſcious 


4 Nunquam a turba mores, gen ext uli, reſero. Auguid, ex co quod 


compoſui, turbatur : aliquid, e bis que ſugavi, redits dnimica et mute» 
rum converſatio. SENEC, 


b Rev. xv. 2, 
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laſcious poiſon into our ears, or ſome diſreſpectful 
expreſſion raiſed a guſt of paſſion in our boſoms! 
Our innocence 1s of ſo fender a conſtitution, that it 
ſuffers in the promiſcuous crowd. Our purity is of 
ſo delicate a complexion, that it ſcarce touches on the 
world, without contracting a ſtain. We ſee, we 
hear, with peril. 4 

But here /afety dwells. Every meddling and intru- 
five avocation is ſecluded. Silence holds the door a- 
gainſt the ſtrife of tongues, and all the impertinglly 
ces of idle converſation, The buſy ſwarm of vain i 
mages aud cajoling temptations, which beſet us with 
a buzzing importunity amidit the gaieties of life, are 
chaſed by theſe thickening ſhades ———Here I may, 
without diſturbance, commune with my own heart, 
and learn that beſt of ſciences, to know myſelf, Here 
the ſoul may rally her diſhpated powers, and grace 
recover its energy. — This is the opportunity to recti- 
ſy every evil impreſſion; to expel the poiſon, and 
guard againſt the contagion of corrupting examples. 
This is the place where I may, with advantage, ap- 
ply myſelf to ſubdue the rebel 2vithin ; and be maſter, 
not of a ſceptre, but of myſelf. Throng then, ye 
ambitious, the levees of the powerful; I will be pun- 
Ctual in my aſſignations with ſolitude. To a mind 
intent upon its own improvement, ſolitude has 
charms incomparably more engaging than the enzer- 
zainments preſcnted in the theatre, or the h3nors con- 
ferred in the drawing-room. | 


I ſaid, ſolitude. Am I then alane - Tis true, my 
acquaintance are at a diſtance. I have ſtolen away 
from company, and am remote from all human obſer- 
vation. —But that ts an alarming thought, 


Millions / ſpiritual creatures wa## the earth, _ 
Unfeen, both when we wake, and when we ſleep. 5 


Perhaps, 


E MILr. Par. Lg, Eock IV. I. 677. 


— . ̃— ͤ nF m 


22 CONTEMPLATIONS 


Perhaps, there may be numbers of thofe invi/3/e 
beings patroling this ſame retreat, and joining with 
me in contemplating the Creator's works. Perhaps, 


thoſe miniftering ſpirits, who rejoice at the converſion 


of a ſinner, and hold up the goings of the righteous, 
may follow us to the lonely receſs, and, even in our 
moſt ſolitary moments, be our conftant attendants. — 
What a pleaſing awe is awakened by ſuch a reflec- 
tion | How venerable it renders my retired walks! 

am ſtruck with reverence, as under the roof of 
ſome /acred edifice, or in the preſence-chamber of ſome 
mighty monarch.—O ! may I never bring any pride 
of imagination, nor indulge the leaſt diſſolute affec- 
tion, where ſuch refined and exalted intelligences 
exerciſe their watch! : 

*'Tis poſſible that J am encompaſſed with ſuch a 
cloud of witneſſes ; but it is certain that Gop, the 


. Enfanite eternal Gon, is now and ever with me. The 


great JEHovan, before whom all the angelic armies 
bow their heads and veil their faces, ſurrounds me, 
ſupports me, pervades me. “ In Him I live, move, 
« and have my being. ”— The whole world is his au- 
guſt temple; and, in the moit ſequeſtered corner, I 
appear before his adorable Majzity, no leſs than when 
I worſhip in his houſe, or kneel at his altar. In eve- 
ry place, therefore, let me pay him the homage of a 
heart, cleanſed from idols, and devoted to his ſer— 


vice. In every circumſtance, let me feel no ambition, 


to pleaſe him; nor covet any happineſs, but to en— 
foy him. 


How ſublime is the deſcription, and how ſtriking 
the ſentiment, in that noble paſtage of the Pfalms! 


Whither fhall I go from thy Spirit, or whither fhull T 
lee from thy preſence? If I climb up into the heights 


of heaven, thuu art there, inthroned in light. VI 
go down to the depths of the grave, thou art there 
alſo, in thy pavilion of darkneſs. if I retire to the 
remoteſt eaſtern chmes, where the morning firſi tiles 

5 . Quingss 
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evings ; if, ſwifter than the darting ray, I paſs to 
the oppolite regions of the weſt, and remain in the 
utter mgſi parts of the fea ; * ſhall I, in hat diſtant 
Gtuation, be beyond thy reach; or, by his ſudden 
tranſition, eſcape thy notice? So far from it, that 
could I, with one glance of thought, tranſport my- 
ſelf beyond all the bounds of creation; I ſhould ſtill 
be encircled with the immenſity of thy eſſence; or 
rather, {till be incloſed in the hollow of thy hand. 
Awful, yet delightful truth! Let it be interwov 
with every thought] and become one with the vel 
conſciouſneſs of my exiſtence ! that I may continually 
zvalk with GOD, and conduct myſelf, in every ſtep of 
my behaviour, ** as ſeeing HIM that is inviſible,” 
They are the happy perſons; felicity, true felict- 
ty, is all their own, who live under an habitual ſenſe 
of Gop's omnipreſence, and a ſweet perſuaſion of 
his ſpecial love. If dangers threaten, their impreg- 
nable defence is at hand. Nothing can be ſo near to 
terrify, as their almighty Guardian to ſecure them, 
—'To theſe, the hours can never be Zedious ; and it 
is impoſſible for them to be alone. Do they ſtep a- 
ſide from the occupations of animal life? A more 
exalted ſet of employments engage their attention. 
They addreſs themſelves, in all the various acts of 
devotion, to their heavenly Father; who now ſees 
in ſecret, and will hereafter reward them openly. 
They ſpread all their wants before his indulgent 
eye, and diſburden all their forrows into his com- 
paſſronate boſom. —Do they withdraw from human 
ſociety ? They find themſelves under the more im- 
mediate regards of their Maker. If they reſign the 
ſatisfaCtions 
A Pfal. exxxix. 7, 8, 9. There is, I think, an additional ſtrength 
and beauty in the thought, if, with the learned Mr Mudge, we ſup- 
pole an artithe/is between the two elauſes of the laſt verſe, as there evi- 


dently is between thoſe of the preceding; and that they expreſs 
in a poctical ſtyle, the extremitics of the E and the Hg | 
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ſatisfactions of ſocial intercourſe; it is to cultivate 2 
correſpondence with the condeſcending DRIT , and 
taſte the pleaſures of divine friendſhip. What is ſuch 
a ſlate, but the very ſuburbs of heaven ! What is ſuch 
a conduct, but an antepaſt of eternal bleſſedneſs ? 


Now, my ſoul, the day- is ended. The hours are 
all fled. They are fled to the ſupreme Judge, and 
have given in their evidence; an evidence regiſtered 


in heaven, and to be produced at the great audit.— 


Happy they ! whoſe improvement has kept pace with 
the fleeting minutes; who have ſeized the important 
fugitives ; and engaged them in the purfuit of 20% 
dom, or devoted them to the ſervice of virtue, 
Fugitives indeed they are. Our moments flip a- 


way ſilently and inſenſibly. No thief ſteals more 


unperceived from the pillaged houfe; ſo that the 
day feems to be cloſed, almoſt as ſoon as it dawned. 
—And will the runagates never ſtop? No: where- 
ever we are, however employed, time purſues his in- 
ceſſant courſe. Though we are liſtleſs and dilatory, 
the great meaſurer of our days preſſes on; ſtill preſ- 
ſes on, in his unwearied career ;Þ and whirls our 
Weeks, and months, and years away.—ls it not then 
Turprizingly ſtrange, to hear people complain of the 
gedrouſneſs of their time, and how heavy it hangs 
upon their hands? to ſec them contrive a variety of 
amuſing» artifices, to accelerate its flight, and get 
rid of its burden ?—Ah! thoughtleſs mortals! why 
need you urge the headlong torrent ? Your days are 
ſwifter than a p%, which, carrying diſpatches of 
the laſt importance, with unremitted {peed ſcours the 
road. "They paſs away like nimble hip; which have 
the wind in their wings, and ſkim along the watery 
plain. They haſten to their deſtined period, with 
the rapidity of an eagle; which leaves the Rory | 

. laſts 


b Sed fugit interea, ſugit irreparabile ſem pus. Vine. 
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blaſts behind her, while ſhe cleaves the air, and darts 
upon her prey. e | | 
Now. the day is gone, how. bert it appears! When 
my fond eye-beheld it in perſbective, it ſeemed a very 
conſiderable ſpace. Minutes, crowded upon minutes, 
and hours, ranged behind hours, exhibited an extenn 
five draught, and flattered me with a long progreſſion 
of pleaſures. But, upon. a retreſpective view, how 
wonderfully is the ſcene altered! The landſcape, large 
and ſpacious, which a warm fancy drew, brought ta 
the teſt of cool experience, ſhrinks into a ſpan. Juſt 
as the. ſhores vaniſh, and mountains dwindle to a 
ſpot, when. the ſailor, ſurrounded by ſkies and oceans, 
throws his laſt look-om his native land. —How clearly: 
do I now diſcover the cheat | May it never pol 
upon my unwary imagination again ! I ſind, there is 
nothing abiding on this fide eternity. A long dura- 
tion, in a ſtate of ne exiſtence, is mere illuſion, _ 
Perhaps, the Healthy, and the gay, may not readi- 
y credit the ſerious truth; eſpecially from a young, 
pen, and new to its employ. Let us then refer our. 
ſelyes to the deciſion of the ancient. Aſk ſome vener- 
able old perfon, ho is, juſt, marching off the mortal 
ſtage, Hou many have been the days of the years of thy 
life d It was a monarch's. queſtion, and therefore 
can. want no recommendation to the, faſhionable 
world. —Obſerve how he ſhakes his hoary locks, and, 
| . from 
© Tob ix. 25, 26. By theſe three very expreſſive images; the inſpi- 
red poet repreſents the + unintertriited and rapid flight of time. The 
paſſage is illuſtrated with great. judgement and equal delicacy, in De 
Grey's moſt ingenious abridgement of Schultens.— Quæ tribus in ele- 
mentis welociſ/ima, bis admirabili cum emphaſi congeruntur. In terris, \niÞ 
pernicius curſore, et quidem Iati quid ferente., Rapidius tamen adhuc undas,) 
non ſecant, ſed: ſupervolant, navigiola;. papyro contexta, Omnium rapi- 


«ime aerem-grandibus alis permetitur aguila, præcipiti lapſu ruens in pre< 
wam. 5 5 


4 Gen. xlvii. 8. Heb. Bib. f e ; 
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from a deep-felt conviction, replies; © Fourſcore 
% years have finiſhed ,their rounds, to furrow theſe 
46 cheeks, and clothe this head in ſnow. Such a 
©& term may ſeem long and large, to inconſiderate 
« youth. But, O! how ſhort, fow ſcanty, to one 
that has made the experiment] Short, as a gleam 
« of tranſient ſunſhine ; ſcanty, as the ſhadow that 
« departeth.“ Methinks, it was but yeſterday that I 
% exchanged my childiſh ſports, for manly exerciſes; 
, and now I am reſigning them both, for the ſleep of 
« death. As ſoon as we are born, we begin to draw 
* to our end; and how ſmall is the interval between 
« the cradle and the tomb!“ -O] may we believe 
this teſtimony of mature age! May every evening 
bring it, with clearer evidence, to our minds! And, 
may we form ſuch an eſtimate of the little pittance, 
while it is upon the advancing hand, as we ſhall cer- 
tainly make, when the ſands are all run down! 

Let me add one reflection on the work to be done, 
while this ſhuttle is flying through the loom. © 
A work of no ſmall difficulty, yet of the utmoſt 
eonſequence.—Haſt thou not ſeen, haſt thou not 
known the excellent of- the earth, who were living 
images of their Maker? His divine likeneſs was 
transfuſed into their hearts, and beamed forth in all 
their conduct; beamed forth in meekneſs of wiſdom, 
and purity of affection; in all the tender offices of 
love, and all the noble efforts of zeal. To be ſtamp- 
ed with the ſame beautiful ſignature, and to be fol- 
towers of them, as they were of CHRIST; ic, 
#his is thy buſineſs. On the accompliſhment of this, 
thy eternal all depends. And will an affair of ſuch 
unſpeakable weight admit of a moment's delay, or 
conſiſt with the leaſt remiflneſs ?—Eſpecially, fince 
much of thy appointed time is already elapſed ; and 
the e is all uncertainty, ſave only that it is 

ee | in 
© My days are fwiſter than a weaver's foutthe. Job vii. 6. 
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in the very act to fly.— Or, ſuppoſe thou hadſt made 


a covenant with the grave, and waſt aſſured of reach- 
ing the age of Methuſelah ; how ſoon would even 
ſuch a leaſe expire !—Extend it, if you pleaſe, ſtill 
farther z and let it be co-exiffent with nature itſelf ; 
How. inconſiderable is the addition! For, yet a very 
little while, and the commiſſhoned archangel lifts up 
his hand to heaven, and ſwears by the almighty Name, 
That time ſhall be no lenger *. Then, abuſed oppor- 

3% HEE tunities 


1 This alludes to the beginning of Revelation the Xth ; which, 
abſtracted from its ſpiritual meaning, and conſidered only as a ſtates» 
ly piece of matbinery, well deſerves our attention; and, I will ven= 
ture to ſay, has not its ſuperior, perhaps not its equal, in any of 
the moſt celebrated maſters of Greece and Rome.—— All that is gloo- 
my or beautiful in the atmoſphere, all that is ſtriking or magnii= 
eent in every element, is taken to heighten the idea. Vet nothing is 
diſproportionate ; but an uniform air of ineffable majeſty, greatens, 
exalts, ennobles the whole. Be pleaſed to obſerve the aſped? of this 
auguſt perſonage. All the brightneſs of the ſun ſhines in his coun= 
tenance ; and all the rage of the fire burns in his feet. See his a- 
parel. The ciouds: compoſe his robe, and the drapery of the ſky floats 
upon his ſhoulders. "The rainbow forms his diadem ; and that which 
% compaſſeth the heaven with a glorious circle,” is the ornament of 
his heal.,— Behold his attitude. One foot ſtands on the ocean, the o- 
ther reſts on the land. The wide extended carth, and the world of 
water, ſerve as pedeſtals for thoſe mighty columns. —Conſider the as 
tion. His hand is lifted up to the height of the ſtars. He ſpeaks 3 
and the regions of the firmament echo with the mighty accents, as 
the midnight deſart reſound with the lion's: roar. The artillery of 
the ſkies is diſcharged at the ſignal; a peal of ſevenfold thunders 
ſpreads the alarm, and prepares the univerſe to receive his orders. 
To finiſh all, and give the higheſt grandeur, as well as the utmoſt ſo- 
lemnity, to the repreſentation, hear the deere that iſſues from his 
month. He fears by HIM that liveth fer ever and ever. In what- 
ever manner ſv majcitic a perſon had expreſſed himſelf, he could not 
fail of commanding univerſal attention. But, when he confirms his 
ſpeech by a moſt ſacred and inviolable oath, we are not only wrapt in 
filent ſuſpenſe, hut overwhelmed with the profoundeſt awe.—— He 
ſwears, That time ſball le no longer. Was ever voice fo full of terror 3 
ſo big with wonder? It proclaims, not the fall of empires, but the 
final period of things. It ſtrikes off the wheels of nature; hids ages 
and generations ceaſe to roll; and, with one potent word, conſigus a 
whole world over to diflolution. — This is one among a multitude or 
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tunities will never return; and new opportunities 
will never more be offered. Then, ſhould negligent 
mortals wiſh—with ever ſo paſhonately—for a few 
hours—a few moments only—to be thrown back 
from the opening eternity; /hovards of worlds would 
not be able to procure the grant. 
Shall I now be induſtrious to ſhorten what is no 
longer than a ſpan, or to quicken the pace of what 
is ever on the wing? Shall 1 ſquander away what 
is wnutterably important, while it laſts; and, when 
once departed, is altogether arrevicable ® O] my 
oul, forbear the folly ; forbear the deſperate extra- 
vagance. Wilt thou chide as a loiterer, the arrow 
that boundeth from the ſtring ; or ſweep away dia- 
monds, as the refuſe of thy houſe ? — Throw time 
away! Aſtoniſhing, ruinous, irreparable profuſe 
neſs! "Throw empires away, and be blameleſs. 
But, O! be parſimonious of thy days; huſband thy 
precious hours. They go connected, indiſſolubly 
connected, with heaven or hell f. Improved, they 
are a ſure pledge of everlaſting glory; *vafed, they 
are a ſad preface to never-ending coutuſion and an- 
guifh. 
What a profound filence has compoſed the world! 
Do profound is the filence, that my very breath 
ſcems a noiſe ! the ticking of my watch is diſtinctiy 
| Fe heard; 


ſublime and maſterly roles, to be found in that too much neglected 
book — the BIBLE, 


f 1 remember to have ſten, upon a ſun-dial in a phyſieian's garden 
at Northampton, the following 1NsqRIPTION 3 which, I think, is the 
moſt proper motto for the inſtrument, that meafurcs our time; and 
tne moſt ſtriking admonition, which can poſſibly be preſented to every 
eye that glances upon it ;—AB HOC MOMEN TO PENDET ZATEKNITAS. 
—— The weighty ſenſe of which I know not how to expreſs in Eng- 
lin, more happily than in thoſe words of Dr Watts; : : 


Good God! on what a ſlender thread, 
Or, on what a moment of time] 
Hang everlaiting things! OY 
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heard; if I do but ſtir, it creates a diſturbance.— 
There is now none of that confuſed din from the 
tumultuous city; no voice of jovial ruſtics from the 
neighbouring meadow no chirping melody from the 
ſhady . thicket. —Every lip is ſealed. —Not the leaſt 
whiſper invades the air; nor the leaſt motion ruſtles 
among the boughs. Echo herſelf ſleeps unmoleſted. 
The expanded ear, though all attention, catches no 
ſound, but the liquid lapſe of a diſtant murmuring 
{tream. | 


All things are huſh'd, as nature's ſelf lay dead. 


If, in the midſt of this deep and univerſal compo- 
© ſure, ten thouſand bellowing thunders ſhould burſt 
over my head, and rend the ſkies with their united 
vollies; how ſhould I bear fo unexpefed a ſhock ? 
It would ſtun my ſenſes, and confound my thoughts. 
I ſhould ſhudder in every limb; perhaps, fink to 
the earth with terror. —Confider then, O mortals ! 
conſider the much more prodigious and amazing call 
which will erelong alarm your ſleeping bones. When. 
the tenants of the tomb have flumbered, in the 
moſt undiſturbed repoſe, for a multitude of ages 
what an inconceivable conſternation muſt the ſour 
of the archangel, and the trump of Gop occztion ! 
Will it not wound the ear of the ungodly; and 
affright, even to diſtraction, the impenitent finner ? 
The ſtupendous peal will ſound through the vaſt of 
heaven; will ſhake the foundations of nature; and 
pierce even the deepeſt receſſes of the grave. And 
hoW— O! how will the prifoners of Divine juſtice, 
be able to endure that tremendous /ummzorns to a far 
more tremendous tribunal ? Do thou, my ſoul, 
liſten ro the /i// voice of the goſpel. Attend, in this 
thy day, to the gracious invitations of thy Saviour, 
Then, ſhall that great midnight cry loſe its Ssrror, 
aud be migſic in thy ears. It ſhall be welcome to 
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thy reviving clay, as the tidings of liberty to tlie 
dungeon captive; as the year of jubilee to the ha- 
raſſed ſlave. This, this ſhall be its charming import, 
% Awake, and ſing, ye that dwell in the duſt t.“ 


What a general cgſatian of offairs has this duſk 
hour introduced ! A little while ago, all was hurry, 
hurry. Life and activity exerted themſelves in a 
thouſand buſy forms. The city ſwarmed with paſ- 
ſing and repaſſing multitudes. All the country was 
ſweat and duſt. The air floated in perpetual agita- 
tion, by the flitting birds, and humming bees. Ar: 
ſat prying with her, piercing eyes, while induſtry 
plied her reſtleſs hands.—But ſee, how all this fer- 
vent and ampetuous buſtle is fled with the ſetting 
ſun. The beaſts are ſlunk to their graſſy couch; 
and the winged people are retired to their downy 
neſts. The hammer has reſigned its ſounding talk, 
and the file ceaſes to repeat its flying touches. Shut 
is the well-frequented ſhop, and its threſhold no 
longer worn by the feet of numerous cultomers. 
The village fwain lies drowned in flumbers; and 
even his truſty dog, who, for a conſiderable time, 
Food ſentry at, the door, is extended at his eaſe, 
and ſnores-with his maſter. —In every place, 101] re- 
clines her head, and application folds her arms. All 
intereſts ſeem to be forgot ; all purſuits are ſuſpend- 
ed; all employment is ſunk away; ſunk away, 
with thoſe fluttering myriads, which lately ſported 
in the ſun's departing rays.—lt is like the Sabbath of 
univerſal nature; or, as though the pulſe of life 
ſtood ſtill. 8 44 1 2 

Thus will it be with our infinitely momentous 
concerns, when once the ſhadows of the evening (that 
long evening which follows the footſteps. of death) 
are ſtretched gver u. The dead cannot ſeek unto. 


| Gon; 
f: Iſa. xxvi. 19, 
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Cop; the living, the living alone, are peſſeſſed of 
this ineſtimable opportunity. © “ There is no work 
«© or device, no repentance or amendment, in the 
« grave, 4 whither we are all haſting.” When once 
that cloing ſcene is advanced, we ſhall have no other 
part to act on this earthly theatre. Then, the flug- 
gard, who has ſlumbered away life in a criminal in- 
activity, muſt ly down in hopeleſs diſtreſs, and ever— 
laſting ſorrow. Then, that awful doom will take 
place,“ He that is %, let him be holy ſtill; and 
« he that is thy, let him be filthy for ever.“ 

Is it ſo, my foul? Is this the only, only time 
allotted, for obtaining the great reward, and making 
thy ſalvation ſure? And art thou lulled in a vain 
ſecurity, or dreaming in a ſupine inadvertency ? 
Start, O! ſtart from thy trance. Gird up the loins 


of 


© Behold ! now is the accepted time. Bchold ! now is the day of 
falvation. 2 Cor. vi. 2. 


Haſte, haſte, he lies in wait, he's at the door, 
Inſidious death! Shou'd his ſtrong hand arreſt, 
No compoſition ſets the pris ner free. 


d They who are gone down to the grave, are repreſented (I. 
XXXVIIi. II.) by the phrate,---") YI) H- rendered by Vitringa, 
theſe that inhabit the land of interm ion or cęſation. Which prevents- 
all appearance or fauto/ory in the ientence; and is, I think, a valuable 
improvement of the tranſlation; as it conve;s:-an idea, not only diſtin 
from the preceding, but of a very poetical and very affecting natue; 
ſach as was perfectly natural for the royal finger, and royal ſufferer, 
to dwell upon, in his deſponding moments.---Thus interpreted, the 
ſenſe will run; 7 all fee man n more ; I ſhall be cut off from the 
*« cheerful ways of men, and all the ſweets of human ſociety. And, 

what is a farther aggravation of the threatened ſtroke, 7 fall, by its 
taking place, le numbered vith thoſe that inherit the land of ceſſation 
and inactivity; where there will be no more poſſibility of contri- 
buting to the happineſs of my kingdom; ro more opportunity of 
advancing my Creator's glory, or of making wy own final falva- 
tion ſure.”—— A ſentiment like this, is grand, important, and fall 
of benevolence ; removes all tufpicioirof unbecoming , and. 
does the higheſt honcur to the monarch's character. 1 


cc 
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of thy mind, and work while it is day. Improve 
the preſent feed-time, that eternity may yield a joy- 
ful harveſt —We eſpecially, who are watchmen in 
Iſrael, and miniſters of the glorious goſpel ; may we 
be awakened, by this conſideration, to all aſſiduity 
in our holy office. Some or other of our people are 
ever and anon departing into the inviſible ſtate; all 
our friends are making inceflant approaches to their 
long home; and we ourſelves ſhall very ſhortly be 
tranſmitted to the confinement of the tomb. This 
is the favourable juncture, wherein alone we can 
contribute to their endleſs welfare. This is the 
criſis, the all-important cri of their final felicity. 
Inſtantly, therefore, let us pour in our wholeſome 
inſtructions; inſtantly let us ply them with our ear- 
[neſt exhortations. A moment's delay may be an 
irreparable loſs ; may be irretrievable ruin. While 
we procraſtinate, a fatal ſtroke may intervene z and 
place ug beyond the power of adminiſtering, or place 
them beyond all poſhbility of receiving, any ſpiritual 
ood. © | 
; How frequently is the face of nature changed! and 
by changing, made more agreeable !—'Fhe long- 
continued glitter of the day renders the ſoothing 
ſhades of the evening doubly welcome. Nor does 
the morn ever purple the Eaſt with ſo engaging a 
luſtre, as after the gloom of a dark and diſmal night. 
At preſent, a calm of tranquillity is ſpread through 
the univerſe. The weary winds have forgot to blow. 
The gentle gales have fanned themſelves aſleep, 
Not ſo much as a ſingle leaf nods. Even the qui- 

l vering 


e he caſe reprefented by the prophet, (1 Kings xx. 40.) ſeems 
perfectly applicable on this occaſion. As thy ſervant was buſy here ard 
there, he wwas gone. So, while we are either remiſs in our function, or 
laying ourſelves out npon#aferior cares, the people of our charge may 
be gone gore beyond the influence of our counſels; beyond the 
xcach of our prayers z=---gone into the unchargeable and eternal Nato, 
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vering aſpin reſts. And not one breath curls vorr the 
Aream. Sometimes, on the contrary, the emp 
ſummons all the forces of the air; and pours itſelf, 
with refiitlets fury, from the angry North. The 
whole atmoſphere is toffed into tumultuous confu- 
ſion, and the watery world is heaved to the clouds. 
The aſtoniſhed mariner and his ſtraining veſſel, now 
ſcale the rolling mountain, and hang Urezdfully vili- 
ble on the broken ſurge 3 now ſhoot, with headlon 
impetuofity, into the yawning gulf, and neither bulk 
nor maſt is ſeen. The ſtorm ſweeps over the conti- 
nent; raves along the city ſtreets; ſtruggles through 
the foreſt boughs ; and terrifies the rate nations 
with a howl, more wildly horrid than their own. 
'The knotty oaks bend before the blaſt 3 their iron 
trunks groan ; and their ſtubborn limbs are daſhed 
to the ground. The lofty dome rocks; and even the 
fol:d tower totters on its bafis. 

Such variations are kindly contrived, and with an 
evident condefcenſion to the fickleneſs of our taſte. 
Becauſe a perpetual repetition of the /ame objects 
would create ſaticty and det: therefore, the in- 
dulgent Father of our race has diverfified the uni- 
verſal ſcene, and bid every appearance bring with Tt 
the charm of novelty. This circumitance is bere- 
Acial, as well as entertaining. Providence, ever. gra- 
cious to mortals, ever intent upon promoting our 
felicity, has taken care to mingle, in the conſtitution 
of things, what is pleaſing to our imagination, with 
what is ſerviceable to our intereſts. The piercing 
winds, and rugged aſpect of winter, render the 
balmy gales, and flowery ſcenes of ſpring, peculiar- 


ly delightful. At the ſame time, the keen froſts 


mellow the foil, and prepare it for the hand of in- 
duſtry. ' he ruſhing rains impregnate the glebe, 
and fit it to become a magazine of plenty, The 


earth 1s a great laboratory: and December's cold 


collects 


* 
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collects the groſs materials, which are /ublimated by 
the refining warmth of May. The air is a pure e- 
laſtic fluid; and were it always to remain in his 
motionleſs ſerenity, it would loſe much of its active 
ſpring ; was it never agitated by 7h;/e wholeſome con- 
cuſhons, it would contract a noiſome, perhaps a peſ- 
tilential taint. In which caſes, our reſpiration, in- 
ſtead of purifying, would corrupt the vital juices 
inſtead of ſupplying us with refreſhment, would be 


a ſource of diſeaſes; or every gaſp we draw, might 


be unavoidable death. How then ſhould we ad- 
mire, how ſhould we adore, that happy union of be- 
nignity and wiſdom ; which, from a voriety of diſ- 
penfations, produces an uniformity of good | produces 
a perpetual ſucceſſion of delights, and an uninter- 
rupted ſeries of advantages! 

The darkneſs is now at its height; and I cannot 
but admire the obliging manner of its taking place. 
It comes not with a blunt and abrupt incwility, but 
makes gentle and reſpectful advances. A precipitate 
tranſition from the ſplendors of day to all the hor- 
rors of midnight, would be inconvenient and fright- 
ful. It would bewilder the traveller in his journey; 
it would ſtrike the creation with amazement; and 

perhaps 


f Conſidering the immenſe quantity of coals, and other combuſti- 
ble materials, which are daily conſumed, and evaporate into the air; 
conſidering the numberleſs fteams, and clouds of ſmoke, which almoſt 
continually overwhelm populous cities; — the noiſome exhalations 
which ariſe from thronged intirmaries, and Joathſome jails, from ſtag- 
nating lakes, and putrid fens;---the variety of offenſive and unwhole» 
ſome effluvia, which proceed from other cauſes ;- it is a very remark- 
able inſtance of a providence, at once tenderly kind, and infinitely 


powerful, that mankind is not ſuffocated with ſtench ; that the air is 


not choked with filth.---The air is the common ſexver, into which ten 
thouſand times ten thouſand nuifances are inceſſantly diſcharged ; yet 
it is preferved fo thoroughly clear, as to afford the moſt tranſparent 
medium for viſion ; ſo delicately undilatery, as to tranſmit, with all i» 


maginable diſtinctneſs, every diverſity of found ; ſo perfectly pure, as te 


8 be the conſtant refiner of the fluids, in every animal that breathes. 
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perhaps be pernicious to the organs of fight. There- 
fore, the-gloom ruſhes not upon us inſtantaneouſly, 
but increaſes by flow degrees; and, ſending twilight 
before as its harbinger, decently advertiſes us of its 

approach. By this means, we are neither. alarmed 
nor incommoded by the change ; but are able to take 
all ſuitable and timely meaſures for its reception, — 
Thus graciouſly has Providence regulated, not only 
the grand viciſſtudes of the ſeaſons, but alſo the com- 
mon interchanges of light and darkneſs, with an appa- 
rent relerence to our comfort. | 

Now, the fierce inhabitants of the foreft forſake 
their dens. A thouſand grim forms, a thouſand 
growling monſters pace the deſart. Death is in their 
jaws, while, ſtung with hunger, and athirſt for blood, 
they roam their nightly rounds.— Unfortunate the 
traveller, who is overtaken by the night in thoſe diſ- 
mal wilds !—How muſt he ſtand aghaſt at the mingled 
yell of ravenous throats, and lions un after their 
prey! Defend him, propitious Heaven ! or elſe he 
muſt ſee his endearing ſpouſe, and hail his native 
home no more ! Now the prowling wolf, like a 
murderous ruſhan, dogs the thepherd's footſteps, and 
beſets his bleating charge. The fox, like a crafty 
felon, ſteals to the thatched cottage, and carries off 
the feathered booty. ; . 1 
Happy for the world, were theſe the only deſtroy- 
ers that walk in darkneſs. But, alas! there are ſa- 
vages, in human ſhape, who, muffled in ſhades, infeſt 
the abodes of civilized life. The ſens of violence make 
choice of this ſeaſon h to perpetuate the moſt outra- 
geous acts of wrong and robbery. The adulterer 
waiteth for the twilight, and, baſer than the villain * 
on the highway, betrays the honour of his boſom- 
REP 5 friend. 
h — When night FF 4 


Darkens the ſtreets, then wandler forth the ſons 
Of Belial, own with inſolence ar.d wine, 


Mur. 
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friend. Now, faction forms her cloſe cabals, and. 
whiſpers her traitorous infnuations., Now, rebellion. 
>lans her accurſed : plots, and prepares the train to 
low, a nation into ruin. Now crimes, which hide 
their odious heads in the day, haunt the feats of ſo- 
ciety, and ſtalk through the, gloom with audacious 
front. Now, the vermin of the ffecus crawl from 
their lurking. holes, to. wallow in fin, and ſpread con- 
tagion through the night; each ſoothing himſelf with 
the fond notion, That all is ſafe ; that no eye ſees. 
Are they then concealed ? Prepoſterous madmen 
to draw the curtain between their infamous practices, 
and a little ſet of mortals, but lay them open to all 
theſe, chaſte;and waleful eyes, of Heaven. e- Are they 
then, concealed:?, No, truly. Was every one of theſe 
vigilant luminaries cloſed, an eye, keener- than the 
lightning's flaſh, an eye, brighter than ten thouſand. 
ſuns, beholds their every motion. Their thickeſt 
ſhades. are beaming day f to the: jealous Inſpector and 
ſupreme Judge of human actions. —Deluded crea- 
tures | have ye not heard, have ye not read, That 
clouds and darkneſs are His majeſtic reſidence ?” ? 
In that very gloom to which you fly. for covert, he 
erects his throne, What ye reckon, your /creen, is 
the bar of His tribunal, O, remember this! ſtand 
in awe, and fin not. Remember, that the great and 
terrible Go is about your path, h when you take your 
I OT midnight 
— Sed luna videt, ſed fidera teſtes | 
Iutenduunt aculos. 


'F This is finely, and very forcibly expreſſed by the Pſalmiſt: 77 T 
Jay, Perad venture the darkneſs hall cover me, then ſhall my night be turned 
to day or, astit may be rendered ſomewhat more emphatically, Eren 
cle night ſball be broad day-{ight all. around me. Pſalm cxxxix. 10. 


.B.Ptalm xcvii. 2. 


The original words are much ſtronger than the tranſlation.— 
r and MINS MN Genify, Thou, /i/icft my path, and art V- 
miliarly or intimately acquainted with all my ways: The former, I ap- 
prehend, denoting the exadt cognizance-which the Almighty _— 

1 | | the 
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midnight range, is about your bed, when you indulge 


the looſe deſire, and ſpies out all your wavs, be the 
ever ſo ſecretly conducted, or artfully diſguiſed. 


Some minutes ago, a paſſenger croſſed along the 
road. His horſe's foot ſtruck the ground, and fetch- 
ed fire from a flint. My eye, though at a diſtance, 
catched the view, and faw, with great clearneſs, the 
tranſient ſparkles, of which, had I been ever ſo near, 
I ſhould not have diſcerned the leaſt glimpſe under 
the blaze of day. i 80, when ſickneſs has drawn a 
veil over the gaiety of our hearts; when misfortunes 
have eclipſed the ſplendor of our outward circum- 
ſtances ; how many important convidtions preſent them- 
ſelves with the brighteſt evidence! Under the ſun- 
ſhine of proſperity, they lay undiſcovered ; but, when 
ſome intervening cloud has darkened the ſcene, they 
emerge from their obſcurity, and even glitter upon 
our minds. Then, the world, that deluſive cheat, 
confefles her emptineſs; but Jesus, the bright and 
morning ſtar, beams forth with inimitable luſtre. 
Then vice loſes all her fallacious allurements ; that 
painted ftrumpet is horrible, as the hags of hell: but 
virtue, deſpiſed virtue, gains lovelineſs from a lower- 


ing 


the latter implying the conflant inſpection which he exerciſeth, over all 
the circumſtances of our conduct. Pialm exxxix. 2. 

i I beg leave to inform the young gentleman, whoſe name dignifies 
wy dedication, that this was a remark of his honoured father, when 
we rode together, and converſed in a duſky evening. 1 mention this 
circumſtance, partly to ſecure the paragraph from contempt, partly 
to give him and the world an idea of that eminently ſerious taſte 
which diſtinguiſhed my dectraſed friend. —The % obvious the reflec 
tion, the more clearly it diſe wers a turn of mind remarkably ſpiritu- 
al; which would ſuffer nothing to eſcape, without yielding ſome reli- 
gious improvement. The meaner the incident, the more admirable - 
was that fertility of imagination which could deduce the ſublimeſt 
truths from the maſt trivial occurrences, 
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ing providence, and treads the ſhades with more 
than mortal charms.—May this reconcile me, and 
all the /ons of ſorrow, to our appointed ſhare of ſuf- 
fering ! If tribulation tend to diſſipate the inward 
darkneſs, and pour heavenly day upon our minds ;— 
welcome diſtreſs, welcome diſappointment, welcome 
whatever our froward fleſh or peeviſh paſſions would 
miſcal calamities. 7 heſe light affliftions, which are but 
fr a moment, ſhall fit eaſy upon our ſpirits, ſince they 

efriend our knowledge, promote our faith, and ſo 
« work out for us a far more exceeding and eternal 


« weight of glory.” * 


How has this darkneſs ſnatched every ſplendid 
and graceful object from my ſight! It has daſhed 
the ſponge over the pictures of ſpring, and deſtroyed 
all the delicate diſtinctions of things. Where are now 
the fine tinges which ſo lately charmed me from the 
glowing parterre? The bluſh is ſtruck out from the 
cheeks of the roſe 3 and the ſnowy hue is dropt from 
the lily. I caſt my eyes toward a magnificent ſeat; 
but the aſpiring columns and fair expanded front, 
are mingled in rude confuſion. Without the ſun, 
all the elegance of the blooming world is a mere 
Plant; all the ſymmetry of architecture is a fhapele/; 
heap. | 2 8 
| | Is 


k 2 Cor. iv, 17.— The great Stephens, that oracle of Grecian 
Icarning, trauſlates our apoſtle's phraſe K urTipConvs 
Duo nibil majus dici aut fingi petcſt. But how does the ſenſc rite! how 
is the idea enlarged under #wo ſuch forcible expreſſions !—The whole 
verſe is a maſterpiece of the beautiful antithefes, the lively deſcription, 
and the nervous diftien. It is one of thoſe exquiſite paſſages in the 
inſpired writings, which, like ſome rich aromatic plants, cannot be 
transferred from their own generous and native ſoil, without being 
impaired in their vivacity, and loſing much of their delicacy. Per- 

haps the following ver ſion may be ſomewhat lefs injurious to the ſa- 
_ ered original, than the common tranflation : Our very light Miction, 
«which, is but juſt for the preſent moment, worketh out a far more excccding, 
an incomparably great, und eternal weight of glory. 


— — 
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Ts not this an exprefſive emblem of the lovelineſ 
which the Sur ＋ rightecuſneſs trans fuſes into all that 
is amiable ? as it not for IE Sus and his merits, 1 
ſhould ſigh with anguiſh of ſpirit, even while I rove 
through ranks of the moſt beautiful flowers, or breathe 
amidſt a wilderneſs of ſweets. Was it not for Jesvsp 
and his merits, I ſhould roam like ſome diſconſolate 
ſpectre, even through the ſmiles of creation and the 
careſſes of fortune. My converſation in this world, 
though dreſſed in the moſt engaging forms of exter- 
nal pleaſure, would be like the paſſage of a condemned 
maleſuctor, through enamelled meadows and bow- 
ers of bliſs, to be broke upon the wheel, or to ex- 
pire on the rack. But a daily reflection on the 
Lamy's atoning blood ; a comfortable truſt that my 
ſoul is reconcile&through this divine expiation ; this 
is the ray, the golden ray, which irradiates the face 
of the univerſe.. This is the oi of beauty, which 
makes all things wear a cheerful aſpect; and the oil 
of gladneſs, which diſpoſes the ſpectator to behold 
them with delight.“ This, this is the ſacred charm 
which teaches nature, in all her proſpects, in all her 
productions, fo exquiſitely to pleaſe. 
D 2 * Man 


b Thus applied, that fine picce of flattery, addreſſed to the Hea- 
then emperor, is ſtrictly and literally true. 


nn — [tus ubi fun 
Afﬀulſit populo, gratior it dies, 
Et ſoles melius nitent. Hox AT. 


Which I would caſt in a Chriſtian mould, and thus tranſlate 3. 


When faith preſents the Saviour's death, 
And whiſpers, ** This is thine; 
Sweetly my riſing hours advance, 
And peacefully decline. 


While ſuch my views, the radiant ſun 
| Sheds a molt ſprightly ray: 
Each object ſmiles ; all nature charms; 
J ting my cares away. ? 


' 
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«© Man goeth forth to his work, and to his labour, 
4 till the evening.“ But then his ſtrength fails; 
his pi flag; and he ſtands in need, not only of 
ſome reſpite from toil, but of ſome kindly and ſove- 
reign refreſhments.—What an admirable proviſion 
for this purpoſe is ep! Sleep introduces a moſt 
welcome vacation, both for the foul and body. The 
exerciſes of the brain, and the labours of the hands, 
are at once diſcontinued ; ſo that the weary limbs re- 
pair their exhauited vigour ; while the perfeve thoughts 
drop their load of ſorrows, and the 55 ones reſt 
from the fatigue of application. —Moſt reviving cor- 
dial! equally beneficial to our animal and intellectu— 
al powers. It ſupplies the fleſhly machine, and keeps 
all its nice movements in a proper poſture for eaſy 
play. It animates the thinking faculties with freth 
alacrity, and rekindles their ardour ſor the fludies of 
the dawn. Without theſe enlivening recruits, how 
ſoon would the moſt robuſt conſtitution be- waſted 
into a *waiking ſtelct5n ; and the moſt learned ſage de- 
E into a /ca-ry dit /—yome time ago, I be- 
eld with ſurpriſe poor F{rv. His air was wild; 
his countenance meagre z his thoughts roving, and 
ſpeech. diſconcerted. Inquiring the cauſe of this. 
{itrange alteration, I was iniormed, That for feyeral 
nights he had not cloſed his eyes iu fleep. For want 
of which noble riſleralive, that ſprightly youth (who 
was once the life of the diſcourſe, and the darling of 
the company) is become a ſpectacle of miſery and 
horror. | 
How many of my fellow-creatures are, at this 
very inſtant, confined to the bed of languiſhing; 
and complaining, with that illuſtrious ſuiFcrer, of 
old, Weariſcme nights are appointed to me ! © Inſtead 
of indulging ſoft repoſe, they are counting the te- 
dious hours; telling every flriking clock, or mea- 
ſuring 

C ſob vil. 3. 
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faring the very moments, by their throbbing pulſe. +» 


How many, haraſſed with pain, moſt paſſionately 
long to make ſome little truce with their agonies, in 
peaceful ſlumbers! How many, ſick with diſq:zietudey 
and reſtleſs even on their downy pillows, would pur- 
chaſe this tranſient oblivion of their woes, almoſt at 
any rate That which wealth cannot procure, which 
multitudes ſigh for in vain, thy Gop has beſtowed on 
thee, times out of number. The welcome viſitant, 
unCtual at the needed hour, has entered thy cham- 
ber, and poured his poppies round thy couch; has 
gently cloſed thy eye-lids, and ſhed his ſlumberous 
dews over all thy ſenſes. 3 
Since ſleep is ſo abſolutely neceſſary; ſo ineſtim- 
ably valuable; obſerve, what a ine apparatus almighty 
goodneſs has made, to accommodate us with the 
balmy bleſſing. With how kind a precaution, he re- 
moves whatever might obſtruct its acceſs, or impede 
its influence! He draws around us the curtain of 
darkneſs; which inclines us to a drowſy indolence, 
and conceals every object, that might too ſtrongly 
agitate the fenſe. He conveys peace into our apart-. 
ments; and impoſes filence on the whole creation. 
Every animal is bid to tread ſoftly, or rather to ceaſe 
from its motion, when man is retiring to his repoſe.. 
— May we not diſcern, in this gracious diſpoſition 
of things, the tender cares of a nurfinrg-mother ; who. 
huſhes every noiſe, and ſecludes every diſturbance, 
when ſhe has laid the child of her love to reſt? 8, 
by ſuch ſoothing circumſtances, and gently-working: 
opiates, HE givetb, to his beloved, ſleep. 2 ET 
Another ſignal inſtance of a providence, intent 
upon our welfare, is, that we are preſerved /afe im: 
the hours of lumber. How are we then loſt to alt 
apprehenſion of danger; even though the murderer: , 
D 3 be: 


4 Palm caxvil, 2. 


+ 
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be at our bed-fide, or his naked ſword at our breaft ! 
Deſtitute of all concern for ourſelves, we are unable 
to think of, much more to provide for, our own fecu- 
rity. At theſe moments, therefore, we ly open to 
innumerable perils : perils from the reſiſtleſs rage of 
flames: perils from the inſidious artifices of thieves, 
or the outrageous violence of robbers : perils from the 
irregular works ® of our own thoughts, and eſpecially 
from the incurſions of our ſpiritual enemy. 
What dreadful miſchief might that reſtleſs, that 
implacable adverſary of mankind work, were there 
| not 


- b I think, it is referable only to a ſuperintending and watchful 
Providence, that we are not hurried into the moit pernicious actions, 
when our imagination is heated, and our reaſon ſtuperiied by dreams. 
We have ſometimes heard of unfortunate perſons, who, walking 
in their ſleep, have thrown themſclves headlong from a window, and: 
been daſhed to death on the pebbles. And whence is it, that ſuch 
diſaſtrous accidents are only related as pieces of news, not experienced 
by ourſelves, or our families? Were er minds more ſober in their 
operations, or more circumſpect in their regards? No, verily : no- 
thing could be more wild than their excurſions, and none could be more 
inattentive to their own welfare, Therefore, if we bave laid us doxun, 
and ſlept in peace,; it was, becauſe the Lon D vouchſafed us the ſweet 
refreſhment : if ve roſe again in ſafety ; it was, becauſe the LORD ſuf. 
tained us with his unremitted protection. 

Will the candid reader excuſe me, if T add a ſhort ftory, or rather 
a matter of fact, ſuitable to the preceding remark ? Two perſons who 
had been hunting together in the day, flept together the following 
night. One of them was renewing the purſuit in his dream; and, 
having run the whole circle of the chiſe, came, at laſt, to the fall of 
the ſtag. Upon this, he cries out with a determined ardour, II 4.1 
im; IIA bim; and imreediately feels for the knife, which he car- 
Tied in his pocket. His companion, happening to be awake, and ob- 
ſerving what puſſcd, leaped from the bed. Being ſecure from danger, 
and the moon ſhining into the room, he ſtood to view the event. 
When, to his inexprefſivle ſurpriſe, the infatuated ſportſman gave 
ſeveral deadly ſtabs, in the very place, where, a moment before, the 
throat and the life of bis friend lay.—This I mention, as a proof, 
that nothing hinders us, even from being aſſaſſins of others, or mur- 
derers of ourſelves, amid't the mad ſallies of fleep; only the prevert= 
ing care of our heavenly Father. = 
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not an inviſible hand to controul his rage, and pro- 
rect poor mortals! What ſcenes of horror might he 
repreſent to our imaginations, and“ ſcare us with 
« dreams, or terrify us with viſions!” 4 But the 
Keeper of Ifratl, who never flumbers nor ſleeps, in- 
terpoſes in our behalf; at once to cheri/h.us under his 
wings, and to defend us as with a ſhield. It is faid 
of Solomon, „ "That threeſcore valiant men were a- 
c bout his bed; all expert in war; every one with 
„ his ſword upon his thigh, becauſe of fear in the 
dc night.” © But one greater than Solomon, one 
mightier than myriads of armed hoſts, even the great 
]Jenovan, in whom is everlalting ſtrengh; he vouch- 
ſafes to watch over our ſleeping minutes, and to ſtop. 
all the avenues of il, ——=O ! the unwearied and con- 
deſcending goodneſs of our Creator! who /ul/s us to 
our ret, by bringing on the ſilent ſhades; and plants 
his own ever-watchful eye as our centine/, while we 
enjoy the needful repoſe. 


Reaſon, now, reſigns her ſedate office; and fancy, 
extravagant fancy, Teads the mind through a maze 
of vanity. The head is crowded with falſe images, 
and tantalized with the moſt ridiculous miſappre— 
henſions of things. Some are expatiating amidſt 
fairy fields, and gathering garlands of viſionary bliſs, 
while their bodies are firetched on a wiſp of ſtraw, 
and ſheltered by the cobwebs of a barn. Others, 
quite inſenſible of their rooms of ſtate, are mourn- 
ing in a doleſul dungeon, or ſtruggling with the raging 


billows. Perhaps, with haſty ſteps, they climb the 
8 craggy 


d What a complete maſter that malignant ſpirit is in exhibiting 
viſionary repreſentations, appears from his conduct towards CHRIST,. 
on the hig! mountain: and that he is too ready, if not reſtrained by. 
an over-ruling power, to employ his dexterity in aflifting mankind, is: 
evident from his treatment of Job. Sec Luke iv. 5. Job vü. 14. 


©. Song ui. 7, 8. 
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eraggy cliff; and, with real anxiety, fly from the 
imaginary danger. Or elſe, benumbed with ſudden 
fear, and finding themſelves unable to eſcape, they 
give up at once their hopes, and their efforts; and, 
though reclined on a couch of ivory, are ſinking, all 
helpleſs and diſtreſſed, in the furious whirlpool. 80 
unaccountable are the vagaries of the brain, while 
ſleep maintains its dominion over the limbs! 

But is this the only ſeaſon, when abſurd: and inco- 
herent irregularities play their magic on our minds? 
Are there not thoſe who dream, even in their wak- 
ing moments — Some pride themſelves. in a notion 
of ſuperior excellency, becauſe the royal favour has 
annexed a few ſplendid titles to their names; or be- 
cauſe the dying ſilk-worm has bequeathed her fineſt 
threads to cover their nakedneſs. Others congratu- 
late their own ſignal happineſs, becaufe loads of gol- 
den lumber are amaſſed together in their coffers; or 
promiſe themſelves a moſt ſuperlative felicity indeed, 
when ſome thouſands more are added to the uſeleſs 
heap. —Nor are there wanting others, who gape after 

ubflantial ſatisfaction from airy applauſe z and flatter 
themſelves with, I know not what, immortality in. 
the momentary buz of renown.— Are any of theſe a 
whit more reaſonable in their opinions, than the 
poor ragged wretch in his reveries; who, while ſnor- 
ing under a hedge, exults in the poſſeſſion of his 
ſtately. palace, and ſumptuous furniture If perſons. 
who are very vaſ/als.to their own demineering paſſions, 
and led captive by numberleſs temptations; if theſe 
perſons pique themſelves with a conceit of their liber- 
ty, and fancy themſelves the generous and gallant ſpi- 
Tits of the age; where is the difference between theirs, 
and the-madman's phrenſy, who, though chained to- 
the floor, is throned in thought, and wielding an ima- 
ginary ſceptre ? —In a word, as many as borrow their 


dignity- 
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dignity from a plume of feathers, or the om trap- 

ings of fortune; as many as fend their ſouls to ſcek 
for bliſs in the blandiſhments of fenſe, or in any thing 
ſhort of the divine favour, and well grounded hope 
of the incorruptible inheritance ; f what are they, but 
dreamers with their eyes open; delirious, thought Tel 
health ? 

Would you ſee their picture drawn to the very 
life, and the ſuccels of their ſenemes calculated with 
the utmolt exactutſs; calt your eye upon that fine 
repreſentation exhibited by the prophet ; 17 h, be 
even as when a hungry man dreumet/, and berild, he 
eateth ; but he axvaieth, and his [cul is. empty: or, as 
when a thirjly man dreameth, and behld, be drinketo ; 
but he aw«oberh, and behold, he i funt, and tis foul 
hath appetite. 5 Such is the race, and fuch the prize, 
of all thoſe candidates for honour and joy, who run 
wide from the mark of the high calliug of Cop in 
CHRIST Jusos. They lwe in vanity, and die in wo. 
— Awaken us, merciful LORD, from theie n&on-tide 
trances! Awaken us, white conviction may turn to 
our advantage, and not ſerve only to increaſe our 
torment. G! let our“ eyes be enlightened to dife 
&« cern the things that are excellent Ry and no longer 
be impuſcd: upon by Tantric apprarances, which, 
however pompous they may ſeem, will prove more 
empty than the vitions of the night, more en 
than the dream that 1 is forgotten. 


Having mentioned {l2ep and dreams, let me once 
zgain conlider thoſe remamable incidents of our 
frame; ſo very remarkable, that I may venture to 
call them a kind of experimental ey, and little 
leis than a ſtanding Miracle. —Behold the moſt viger- 
048 


f The/t give a ſacred, and home-felt delight, 
A cler certainty ot nag bliſs. NMI. Carnes. 


8 Iſa. xxix. 8, 
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ous conſtitution, when ſtretched on the bed of eaſe, 


and totally reſigned to the flumbers of the night, 
Its activity is oppreſſed with fetters of indolence ; its 


_ ſtrength is conſigned over to a temporary annihila- 


tion; the nerves are like a bow unſtrung, and the 
whole animal ſyſtem is like a motionleſs log. —Behold 
a perſon of the moſt delicate ſenſations, and amiable 
diſpsitions, His eyes, though thrown wide open, ad- 
mit not the viſual ray; at leaſt, diſtinguiſh not ob- 
jects. His ears, with the organs unimpaired, and 
articulate accents beating upon the drum, perceive 
not the ſound ; at leaſt, apprehend not the meaning. 
The ſenſes, and their exquiſitely fine feelings, are 
overwhelmed with an unaccountable ſtupefaction. 
You call him a „cia creature: but wherz are his ſo— 
cial affections? He knows not the father that begat 
him, and takes no notice of the friend that is as his 
own ſoul. The wife of his boſom may expire by his 
fide, and he ly more unconcerned than a barbarian, 
The children of his body may be tortured with the 
ſevereſt pangs; and he, even in the ſame chamber, 
remain untouched with the leaſt commiſeration. —- 
Behold the mott ingemeus ſcholar ; whoſe judgement 
is piercing, and able to trace the moſt intricate diffi- 
culties of {ſcience his taſte refined, and quick to re- 
liſh all the beauties of ſentiment and compoſition, 
Yet, at this juncture, the thinking faculties are un— 
hinged, and the intellectual ceconomy quite diſcon— 
certed. Inſtead of clofe-convected reaſonings, no- 
thing but a disjointed huddle of abſurd ideas; inſtead 
of well-digeſted princip lis, nothing but a diſorderly 


Jumble of crude conceptions. The moſt palpable de- 


luſions impoſe upon his 1m:gination. The whole 

night paſſes, and he frequently miſtakes it for a ſingle 

minute; is not ſenible of the tranſition, hardly ſen- 
ſible of any duration. » 

Yet, no ſooner docs the morning draw back his 

| ; | Es | Curtains, 


* 
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eurtains, and day-light fill the room; but he awakes, 


and finds himſelf pgſeſſed of all the valuable endow- 
ments, which, for ſeveral] hours, were ſuſpended 
or loſt. His finews are braced, and fit for action: 
his ſenſes are alert and keen. The romantic viſion» 
ary brightens into the maſter of reaſon. The frozen 
or benumbed affections melt with tenderneſs, and 
glow with benevolence. And, what 1s beyond mea- 
ſure ſurpriſing, the intoxicated mind works itſelf 
ſober ; not by ſlo degrees ; but, in the twinkl/ing of 
an eye, recovers from its perturbation.——W hy 
does not the ſtupor which deadens all the nice ope- 
rations of the animal powers, hold faſt its poſſeſſion ? 
When the thoughts are once diſadjuſted, why are 
they not always in confuſion? How is it that they 
are rallied in a moment; and, from the wildeſt ir- 
regularity, reduced to the moſt orderly array ?— 
From an inactivity reſembling death, and from ex- 
travagancies little differing from madneſs; how is 
the body ſo ſuddenly reſtored to vigour and agility ? 
How is the underitanding -/fartaneouſly re- eſtabliſh- 
ed in ſedateneſs and harmony ?—Surely, © this is 
the Loxy's doing, and it ſhould be marvellous in 
« our eyes; ” ſhould awaken our gratitude, and in- 
ſpirit our praiſe. | | 

This is the time, in which ges are ſuppoſed to 
make their appearance. Now the timorous imagina- 
tion teems with phantoms, and creates numberleſs 
terrors to itſelf. Now dreary forms, in ſullen tate, 
ſtalk along the gloom ; or, ſwifter than lightning, 
glide acroſs the ſhades. Now voices more than 
mortal u are heard from the echoing vaults, and 
groans iſſue from tlie hollow tombs. Now melan- 
choly ſpectres viſit the ruins of ancient monaſteries, 
5 and 


n Yox quoque per lucos vulgo eduiita ſilentes 
Ingens, et ſimulucra medis pallentid Maris 


Fiſe ſub olſcur um ncetis. 


Vine. 
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and frequent the ſolitary dwellings of the dead. 
They paſs and repaſs, in unſubitantial images, along 
the ſorſaken galleries; or take their determined ſtar 
over ſome lamented grave.—-—How often has the 
ſchool-boy fetched a long circuit, and trudged many 
a needleſs ſtep, in order to avoid the haunted church- 
_ Or, if neceſlity, fad neceſſity, has obliged 
im to croſs the ſpot, where human ſkulls are lodged. 
below, and the b:/efu] yews ſhed ſupernumerary hor- 
rors above: a thouſand hideous ſtories ruſh into his 
memory; fear adds wings to his feet; he ſcarce 
touches the ground; dares not once look behind him; 
and bleſſes his good fortune, if no frightful ſound 
urred at his heels, if no ghaſtly ſhape bolted upon 
his ſight. 

Tis ſtrange, to obſerve the exceſſive timidity 
which poſſeſſes many people's minds on this fanciful 
eccafion, while they are void of all concern on others 
of the moſt fremendeus import. Thoſe who are 
ſtartled, in any dark and lonely walk, at the very 
opprehenſicn of a ſingle ſpectre, are nevertheleſs un- 
impreſſed at the ſure proſpe of entering into a whole 
world of diſembodied beings ; nay, fre without any 
emotions of awe, though they know themſelves to 
be haſtening into the preſence of the great, infinite, 
and eternal Spirit.—— Should ſome pale meſſenger 
from the regions of the dead, draw back our cur— 
tains at the hour of midnight; and, appointing ſome 
particular place, ſay, as the horrid apparition to 
Brutus, ['/! mert thee there *: I believe, the boldeſt 
heart would feel ſomething like a panic; would ſe— 
riouſſy think upon the adventure, and be in pain 
for the event. But, when a voice from heaven cries, 

| W in 


| m The ſtory of Brutus, and his evil genius, is well known. Nor 

muſt it be denied, that the preciſe words ot the ſpectre to the hero 
were, J mect thee at Phillippi. But, as this wenuld not anſwer my 
purpoſe, I was obliged to make an altcration in the circumſtance of 
place. 
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in the awakening language of the prophet, Prepare 
to meet thy GOD, O Iſrael; how little is the warn- 
ing regarded! how ſoon is it forgot! Prepoſterous 
ſtupidity | to be wterly unconcerned, where it is the* 3 
trueſt wiſdom to take the alarm; and to be all tre- &, 
' pidation, where there is nothing really terrible! 
Do thou, my ſoul, remember thy Saviour's admo- 
nition 3; “ I will forewarn you, whom you ſhall fear. 
« Fear not theſe imaginary horrors of the night; 
« but fear that awful Being, whoſe revelation of 
« himſelf, though wich expreſſions of peculiar mer- 
« cy, made Moſes, his favourite ſervant, tremble ex- 
« ceedingly : whoſe manifeſtation, with purpoſes of 
« inexorable vengeance, will make mighty conquerors, 
« who are familiar with dangers, and eſtranged to 
« diſmiy, call upon the mountains to fall on them, 
« and the rocks to cover them; the menace of. whoſe 
«© majeſtic eye, when he comes attended with thou- 
& fand thouſands of his immortal hoſts, will make 
« the very heavens cleave aſunder, and the world 
« flee away.—O ! dread mis diſpleaſure ; ſecure n1s 
% favour: and then thou mayeſt commit all thy o- 
« ther anxieties to the wind; thou mayeſt laugh at 
« every other fear.“ | | 
This brings to my mind a memorable and .amaze 
ing occurrence, recorded in the book of Job: which 
is, I think, no inconſiderable proof of the real ex- 
z/tence of apparitions, e on ſome very extrazrdinary 


emergencies; 


a Amos iv. 12. d job iv. 12, 14, Ve. 


T Is a proof of the real exiſtence of apparitions, if the ſenſe in 
which 1 have always underſtood this paſſage, be trne. ——Eliphaz, 1 


apprehend, was ncither in a trance, nor in a dream, but perfectly 
awake. Though he ſpeaks of fl:ep, he ſpeaks of it, as fallen 
not upon Bine, but upon other men. He does not mention dreams, 


though I) Don omnia would have ſuited the verſe (if the book be 
in metre) altogether as well as )J) Pit vifenes. —lt could nat 
ſurely be a wind, as ſome tranſlate the word JN. Becauſe the cir- 
cumſtance of ffanding ſtill is not ſo compatible with the nature of a 
wind; and a wind would have paſſed above him, all crexad him, as well as 
Voz, Ih, E | before 
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emergencies; while it diſcomitenances thoſe legions 
of idle tales, which ſuperſtition has raiſed, and ere- 
dulity received. Since it teaches us, that if, at any 
time, thoſe viſitants from the unknown world ren. 
der themſelves perceivable by mortals, it is not upon 
any errand of frivolous confequence, but to convey 
2ntelligences of the utmoſt moment, or to work im- 
Pr. ſſions of the higheſt advantage. 
IT was in the dead F night. All nature lay ſhroud- 
ed in darkneſs. Every creature was buried in ſleep. 
The moſt profound filence reigned through the uni- 
verſe. In theſe ſolemn moments, Eliphaz alone, 
all wakeful and ſolitary, was muſing upon ſublime 
and heayenly ſubjects.— When, lo! an awful being, 
From the inviſible realms, burſt into his apartment d. 
A ſpirit paſſed before his face. - Aſtoniſhment ſeized 
| | the 


Beſore him. Not to add, how low a remark it is, and how unworthy. 
of a place in fo anguſt a deſcription, that Je could not diſcern the form 
ef a wind.---It fecms, therefore, to have been a real ſpirit ; cicher 
angelical as were thoſe which preſented themſelves to Abraham reſt- 
Ing at the door of his tent, ard to Lot fitting in the gate of Sodom; 
or elſe the ſpirit of ſome &eparted ſaint, as in the caſe of Samuel's ap- 
parition, or the famous appearance of Moſes and Elijah on the mount 
of trarsfiguration ;-+-a ſpirit, aſſuming ſome vebicle, in order to be- 
come viſible to the human eye: which, accordingly, Eliphaz ſaw, 
E£xhibiting itſelf as an object of ſight; but ſaw fo obſcurely and in- 
Aiſtinctly, that he was not able, either to deſcribe its Spec, or to 


diſcern whom it reſembled. 


4 have given this ſolemn picture a modern dreſs, rather for the 
fake of variety aud illuſtration, than from any apprehenſion of im- 
Proving the admirable original Such an attempt, I am ſenſible, 
would be more abſurdly vain, than to lacquer gold, or to paint the 
man- ond. The deſcription, in Eliphaz's own language, is awful and 
affecting to the laſt degree : a night-picce, dreſſed in all the circum- 
ſtances of the deepeſt horror. I. queſtion, whether Shak«ſpeare him- 
elf, fo peculiarly happy tor his great command of terrifying images, 
Has any thing ſuperior or comparable to this. The jndges of fine 
'xompoſition ſee the maſterly ſtrokes; and I believe the moſt ordina- 
V reader feels them chilling his blood, and awakening emotions of 
Arcad im his mind | | | 
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the beholder. His bones ſhivered within him ; his 
fleſh trembled all over him ;. and the hair of his heat 
ſtood erect with horror. — Sudden and unexpected 
was the appearance of the phantom; not ſuch its 
departure. It od till, to preſent itſelf more fully 
to his view. It made a ſolemn pauſe, to prepare his 
mind for ſome momentous meſſage. After which, 
a voice was heard: a voice, for the importance of 
its meaning, worthy to be had in everlaſting remem- 
brance; for the ſolemnity of its delivery, enough 
to alarm a heart of ſtone. It ſpoke; and this was 
the purport of its words :—* Sha// man, frail man, 
« be juſt b. fre the mighty G Shall even the miſt 
& accompliſbed of mortals be pure in the fight of his 
&« baker ? f Behold, and confider it attentively. He 
&« put no ſuch truft in his moſt exalted ſerv nts, as 
„ ſhould beſpeak them incapable of defect. And 
& his very angels he charged with folly, as linking, 
ce even in the higheſt perfection of their h-linets, 
& infinitely beneath his tranſcendent glories; as 
&« falling, even in all the fidelity of their obedience, 
« inexpreſſibiy ſhort of the homage due to his molt a- 
« dorable Majeſty. If angelic natures mult not pre- 
© ſume to juſtify either themſelves, or their fervices, 
ce before uncreated purity; how much more abſurd 
is fuch a notion, how much more 1niquitous is 
„ ſuch an attempt, in them that dwell in houſes of 

E 2 0 clay ; 


f There ſeems to be 2 ſignificant and beautiful gradation in the He- 
brew words N and TY 1, which I Have endeavoured to preſerve, 
by a fort of paraphraſtic verſion. —— The reader will obſerve a new 
turn given to the {entiment, preferable, I think, to that which our 
Engliſh tranſlation exhibits. Not, Shall man be more juft than GOD? 
but, Shall man be juſt before, or, in the fight of GOD? The paſſage 
thus rendered, ſpeaks a truth incomparubly more weighty, and 
needful to be inculcated ; a truth exactly parallel to that humbling 
confeſſion of the prophet, He are all as an unclean thing; and to that 
— declaration of the Pialmiſt, Zz thy /ight ball no-man living be 
Jufufred.. | 


* 
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* clay; whoſe original is from the duſt, and whoſe 
de {tate is all imperſection !” 
I would obſerve from hence, the very Grigilas ne- 

ceſſity of that poverty of ſpirit, which entirely renoun- 
c its own attainments z and molt thankfully ſubmits 
to the riplitecufneſs of the incarnate Gop.— To in- 
culcate this ieflon, the Son of the Blefled came down 
from heaven; and preſſed no other principle, with 
. fo repeated b an importunity, on his hearers. To 

inſtil the ſame doctrine, the HoLy Gnosr touched 
the lips of the apoſtles with ſacred eloquence z and 
made it an eminent part of their commiſhon, “to 
** demoliſh every high imagination.“ That no expe- 
dient might be wanting, to give it a deep and laſting 
eficacy on the human mind; a phantom arifes- from 
the valley of the ſhadow of death, or a teacher de- 
fcends from the habitation of ſpirits Whatever 
then we neglect, let us not neglect to cultivate this 
grace, which hes been fo variouſly taught, fo power- 
fully enforced. 


Hark! a dileſul voice. With ſudden ſtarts, and 
hideous ſcreams, it diſturbs the ſilence of the peace- 
ful night. Tis the ſercech. oaul, ſometimes in fran— 
tic, ſometimes in diſconſolate accents, uttering her 
woes. b She flies the vocal grove, and ſhuns the 

ſociety 


E It is well worthy of our obſervation, ſays an excellent commen- 
tator, that no one ſentence uttered by our Lord, is fo frequently 
repeated as this; Mh. ev r ſball exalt bimſelf, ſpall be abaſed; and he 
that Mall humble himſelf fall be exatted ; which occurs at leaſt ten times 
in the Evangeliſts; but is never duly accompliſhed i in us, till we dif- 
claim all pretenſion to merit and righteouſneſs of our own, and ſeek 
them only in the atonement and obedience of JESUS CARIST. 


h Solaque culminibus ferali carmine bubo 
Sepe queri, longaſque in fletum ducere Voces, » 


Thus ſung that charming genius, that prince of the ancient poets, 
that moſt conſummate maſter of elegance and accuracy; all whoſe 
| . ſentimeits 
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ſociety of all the feathered choir. The blooming 
ardens, and flowery meads, have no charms for 
fer Obſcure ſhades, ragged ruins, and walls over- 
grown with ivy, are her favourite haunts. Above, 
the mouldering precipice nods, and threatens a fall; 
below, the toad crawls, or the poiſonous adder hiſſes, 
The ſprightly morning, which awakens other ani- 
mals into joy, adminiſters no pleaſure to this gloomy 
recluſe. Even the ſmiling face of day is her aver- 
fon, and all its lovely ſcenes create nothing but un- 
eaſineſs. 

So, juſt ſo, would it fare with the wng:dly, were 
it poſhble to ſuppoſe their admiſſion into the chaſte 
and bright abodes of endleſs felicity. They would 
find nothing but diſappointment and ſhame, even at 
the fountain-head of happineſs and honour. ——For, 
how could the tongue, habituated to profaneneſs, taſte 
any delight in the harmonious adorations of heaven ? 
How could the lips, cankered with „ander, reliſh the 
raptures of everlaſting praiſe? Where would be the 
latisfaction of the vain beauty, or the ſupercilions 
grandee? Since, in the temple of the ſkies, no in- 
cenſe of flattery would be addreſſed to the former, 
nor any obſequious homage paid to the latter. The 
ſpotleſs and inconceivable purity of the bleſſed Gop, 
would Z#afþ confuſion on the laſcivious eye. The 
envious mind muſt be on a ract of ſclf-tormentirig 
Palſi ns, to obſerve millions of happy beings, ſhining 
in all the perfections of glory, and ſolacing theme 
ſelves in the fulneſs of joy. In ſhort, the unſancti- 
fied foul, amidit holy and triumphant fpirits, even 
in the refined regions of bliſs and immortality, 
would be like this melancholy bird, d% Age from 
her darkſome retirement, and impriſencd under the 
beams of day. * 5:3 
' 5: The 


ſentiments are nature, whoſe every d:/cription is a picture, whoſe whols 
7 is muſte---VIRGIL 


I would beg of the reader to obſerye, with what emphaſes and pro 
| priety 


1 
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The voice of this creature ſcreaming at our win- 


dos, or of the raven croaking over our houſes, is, 


they ſay, a token of approaching death. There are 
perſons who could regard ſuch an incident with no 
ſmall degree of ſolicitude. Trivial as it is, it would 
damp their ſpirits, perhaps break their reſt. One 
cannot but wonder, that people ſhould fuffer them- 
ſelves to be affrighted at ſuch fantaſtical, and yet be 
quite unaffected with real preſages of their diſſo- 
lution. Real preſages of this awful event addreſs 
us from every quarter. What are theſe incumbent 
glo:ms, which overwhelm the world, but a kind of 
pall provided for nature; and an image of that 
long night, which will quickly cover the inhabitants 
of the whole earth? What an affinity has the ſleep, © 
which will very ſoon weigh down my drowſy eye- 
hids, with that ſtate of entire ceffation, in which all 
my ſenſes muſt be laid aſide! The filent chamber, 
and the bed of ſlumber, are a very ſignificant repre- 
fentation of the land where all things are huſhed, 
all things are forgotten. —W hat meant that deep 
death-bell note, which, the other evening, ſaddened 


the air? Laden with heavy accents, it ſtruck our 
ears, and ſeemed to knock at the door of our hearts. 


K Surely, 


priety our Loxp touches this important point, in his reply to Nico- 


demus. Verily, werily, 1 ſay unto thee, Except a man be born again, be 
| CANNOT enter into the kingdom of heavon ; q. d ©* 1 wave the authority of 


the ſupreme Judge, and ſpeak with the conde/cen/ron of a teacher in 
* Iſrael. Though I might, without being liable to the leaſt controul, 
*« pals it into a ſovereign decree, that unrenewed mortals, who are 
flaves to corrupt appetite, SHALL Nor enter the habitations of the 
aſt; I rather choole to repreſent it as a caſe witerly impayſible ; and 
charge the calamity, not upon divine ſeverity, but upon human 
** folly. Such perſons, from the very nature of things, preclude them- 
4 ſelves; they incapacitate their own minds; and contrarietics muſt 
* be reconciled, be fore they, in their unregencrate condition, can be 


ac 
16 
40 


partakers of thoſe ſpiritual and ſublime delights.” John iii. 3. 


FEt conſunguineus Lethi ſopor. VARs 
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Surely, it brought a meſſage to ſurviving mortals, and 
thus the tidings ran: Mortals, the deſtroyer of your 
& race is on his way. The laſt enemy has begun the 
% chaſe ; and is gaining ground upon you, eyery mo- 
« ment. His paths are ſtrewed with heaps of lain, 
% Even now his javelin has laid one of your neigh- 
“ bours in the duſt; and will ſoon, very ſoon, aim 
© the inevitable bloww at each of your lives.“ 

We need not go down to the charnel-houſe, nor 
carry our ſearch into the repoſitories of the dead, in 
order to find memorials of our impending doom. A 
multitude of thefe remembrancers are planted in all 
our paths, and point the heedleſs paſſengers to their 
long home. I can hardly enter a conſiderable town, 
but I meet the funeral proceſſion, or the mourners 
going about the ſtreets. The hatchment ſuſpended 
on the wall, or the crape ſtreaming in the air, are 
ſilent intimations, that both r:ch and p-or have been 
emptying their houſes, and repleniſhing their ſepul- 
chres. I can ſcarce join in any converſation, but 
mention 1s made oi ſome that are given over by the 

phyſician, and hovering on the contines of eternity; 
of others, that have juſt dropt their clay amidſt 
weeping friends, and are gone to appear before the 
Judge of all the earth. There's not a newſpaper 
comes to my hand, but, amidit all its entertaining 
narrations, reads ſeveral ſerious /eFures of mortality. 
W hat elſe are the repeated accounts of age worn out 
by ſlow-conſuming ficknefles—of youth daſhed to 
pieces by ſome ſudden ſtroke of cafualty—of patriots 
exchanging their ſeats in the ſenate, for a lodging 
in the tomb—of miſers reſigning their breath, and 
(O relentleſs deſtiny !) leaving their very riches for 
others? Even the vehicles of our amutement are 
regiſters of the deceaſed; and the voice of Fame 
ſeldom ſounds, but in concert with a nell. 

Theſe monitors crowd every place; not ſo much 


as 
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us the ſcenes of our diverſion excepted. What are 
the decorations of our public buildings, and the 
moſt elegant furniture of our. parlours, but the i- 
magery of death, and trophies of the tomb? That 
marble buſt, and thoſe gilded pictures, how ſolemn- 
ly they recognize the fate of others, and ry 
remind us of our own |—— 1 ſee, I hear, and O! I 
feel, this great truth. It is - interwoven with my 
conſtitution. The frequent decays of the ſtructure 
foretel its final ruin. What are all the pains, that 
have been darted through my limbs ; what every 
diſeaſe, that has aſſaulted my health; but the ad- 
vanced guards of the foe? What are the languors and 
wearineſs that attend the labours of each revolving 
day, but the more /ecret practices of the adverſary, 
ſlowly undermining the earthly tabernacle ? 

- Amidſt ſo many notices, ſhall we go on thought- 
leſs and unconcerned ? Can none of thoſe prog- 
noſtics, which are ſure as oracles, awaken our at- 
tention, and engage our circumſpection? Neah, it 
1s written, being warned of GOD, prepared an ark, 
Imitate, my ſoul, imitate this excellent example. 
Admoniſhed by ſuch a cloud of witneſſes, be con- 
tinually putting thyſelf in a readineſs for the laſt 
change. Let not that day, of which thou haſt ſo 
many infallible ſigns, come upon thee unawares.— 
Get the ivy untwined, and thy affections diſentang- 
led from this enchanting world, that thou mayeſt be 
able to quit it without reluctance. Get the dread- 
ful handwriting cancelled, and all thy fins blotted 
out, that thou mayeſt depart in peace, and have no- 
thing to fear at the decifive tribunal. Get, O! 
get thyſelf intereſted in the Redeemer's merits, and 
transformed into his ſacred image: then ſhalt thou 
be meet for the inheritance of ſaints in light, and 
mayeſt even deſire to be diflolved, and to be with 
CHRIST. 


J | Sometimes, 
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Sometimes, in my evening-walk, I have heard 


——— The abe bird, , 
Sing darkling, and, in ſbadigſt covert hid, 


June ber nifturnal note N, 


How different the airs of this charming ſongſter, 
from thoſe harſh and boding outcries ! The little 
creature ran through all the variations of muſics 
and ſhewed herſelt miſtreſs of every grace, which 
conſtitutes or embelliſhes harmony.——Sometimes 
ſhe ſwells a manly throat, and her ſong kindles into 
ardour. The tone is. ſo bold, and ſtrikes with ſuch 
energy, you would imagine the ſprightly ſerenader 
in the very next thicker. Anon the ſtrain languiſhes, 
and the mournful warbler melts into tenderneſs. 
The melancholy notes juſt ſteal upon the ſhades, 
and faintly touch your ear; or, in ſoft and ſadly- 
pleaſing accents, they ſeem to die along the diſtant 
vale. Silence is pleaſed, and night liftens to the 

trilling tale. 
What an invitation is this, to flip away from the 
thronged city! This coy and modeſt minſtrel en- 
tertains only the levers of retirement. "Thoſe who 
ate carouſing over their bowls, or ranting at the 
riotous club, loſc this feaſt of harmony.——In like 
manner, the pleaſures of religion, and the joy of re- 
_ conciliation with Gop ; the ſatisfaction ariſing from 
an eſtabliſned intereſt in CRHRIsT, and from the 
proſpect of a bleſſed immortality z theſe are all loſt 
to the mind, that is ever in the cr-d; and dares 
not, or delights not, to retire into itſelf. ——Are we 
charmed with the nightingale's ſong? Do we wiſh 
to have it nearer, and hear it oftener? Let us ſeek 
a Iznewed heart, and a reſigned will; a conſcience 
that whiſpers peace, and paſſions that are tuned by 
grace; then ſhall we never wart a melody in our 
own 


® Mir. Par. Lf, Book III. I. 38. 
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own breaſts, far more muſically pleaſing, than ſweet 
Philomela's ſweeteſt ſtrains. 

As different as the voices of theſe birds, are the 
circumſtances of thoſe few perſons who continue 
awake.——Home are ſquandering—pearls ſhall I ſay, 
or kingdoms? No; but what is unſpeakably more 
precious, time; ſquandering this ineſtimable talent, 
with the moſt ſenſeleſs and wanton prodigahty. Not 
content with allowing a few /pare minutes for the 
N of neceſſiry recreation, they laviſh many 
Hours, devote whele nights, to that idle diverſion of 
ſhufling, ranging, and detaching a ſet of painted 
paſteboards. Others, inſtead of this buſy trifling, 
act the part of their own tormentors. They even 
piquet themſelves *, and call it amuſement; they 
are torn by wild horſes, yet term it a ſport. What 
elſe is the gam//ter's practice? His mind is firetched 
- on the tenter-hooks of anxious ſuſpenſe, and agitated 
by the fiercelt extremes of hope and fear. While the 
dice is rattling, his heart is throbbing ;z his fortune is 
tottering ; and, poſſibly, at the very next throw, the 
one ſinks in the gulph of ruin, the other is hurried 
into the rage of diſtraction. 5 
Some, ſnatched from the bloom of health, and 
the lap of plenty, are confined to the chamber of 


Fictneſſ. Where they are conſtrained, either to 


_ Plunge into the everlaſting world, in an unprepared 
condition; or elſe, (fad alternative!!) to think over 
all the follies of a heedleſs life, and all the bitterneſs 
of approaching death. The diſeaſe rages ;z it baffles 
the force of medicine; and urges the reluctant 
wretch to the brink of the precipice. While furics 
rouſe the conſcience, and point at the bottomleſs 
pit below.—Perhaps, his dro9ping mother, deprived 
long ago of the huſband of her boſom, and 1 
| Si 


has Alluding to a very painful puniſhment, inflicted on delinqueats 
among the ſoldiery. | 1 
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of all her other offspring, is, even now, receiving 
the blow which conſummates her calamities 2. In 
vain ſhe tries to aſſuage the ſorrows of a beloved 
ſon; in vain ſhe attempts, with her tender offices, to 
prolong a life dearer than her own. He faints in 
her arms; he bows his head; he ſinks in death. 
Fatal, doubly fatal, that laſt expiring pang! While 
it diſlodges the unwilling ſoul, it rends an only child 
from the yearning embraces of a parent, and tears 
away the ſupport of her age from a diſconſolate 
widow. _ 9 85 * 
While e long for a reprieve, others invite the 
ſtroke. Quite weary of the world, with a reſtleſs 
impatience, they ſigh for diſſolution; ſome pining 
away under the tedious decays of an incurable con- 
ſumption ; or gaſping for breath, and almoſt ſuffo- 
cated by an inundation of drepſical waters. On 
ſome a relentleſs cancer has faſtened its envenomed 
teeth; and is gnawing them, though in the midſt 
of bodily vigour, in the midſt of pitying friends, 
gradually to death. Others are on a rack of agonies, 
by convulſive fits of the fone. O!] how the pain 
Writhes their limbs! How the ſweat bedews their 
fleſh ; 


8 This brings to my mind one of the deepeſt mourning-piccts, ex- 
tant in the productions of the pen. The ſacred hiſtorian paints it in 
all the ſimplicity of ſtyle ; yet with all the ſtrength of colouring. —— 
When JESUS came nigh to the gate of the city, behold ! there was a dead 
man carried out, the only ſon of bis mother, and foe was a wide. 
What a gradati-n is here! how pathetically beautiful! Every freſh 
circumſtance widens the wound, aggravates the calamity ; till the de- 
ſcription is worked up into the moſt finiſhed picture of exquiſite. and 
inconſolable diſtreſs. He was a young enan; cut off in the flower of 
life, amidſt a thouſand gay expectations, and ſmiling hopes. A ſon; 
an only ſon ; the afflited mother's all: fo that none remained to pre- 
ſerve the name, or perpetuate the family. What rendered the caſe ſtill 
more deplorable, fb: vas a widexw ; left entirely deſolate; abandoned 
to her woes: without any to ſhare her ſorrows, or comfort her under 
the irreparable loſs. Is not this a fine iketch of the impaſſioned and 
Fifureſgue? Who can conſider the narrative with any attention, and 
not fect his heart penetrated with a tender gommiſeration } Luks 
Fun. II. 
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fleſh ; and their eye-balls wildly roll! Methinks the 
night condoles with theſe her diſtreſſed children; and 
ſheds dewy tears over their ſorrowful abodes.—But, 
of all mortals, they are the moſt exquiſitely.miferable, 
who groan beneath the preſſure of a melancholy mind, 
or ſmart under the laſhes of a reſentful conſcience. 
Though robed in ermine, or covered with jewels ; 
the ſtate of a ſlave chained to the gallies, or, of an 
exile condemned to the mines, is a perfect paradiſe 
compared with theirs. | 
„ O!] that the wetaries of mirth, whoſe life is a con- 
tinued round of merriment and whim, would beſtow 
one ſerious reflection on this variety of human vzes / 
It might teach them to be Jeſs enamoured with the 
few languid ſweets, that are thinly ſcattered through 
this vale of tears, and environed with fuch a multi- 
tude of ragged thorns. It might teach them no 
longer to dance away their years, with a giddy ramb- 
ling impulſe ; but to aſpire, with a determined aim, 
after thoſe happy regions, where delights, abundant 
and unembittered, flow. 9 1 

Can there be circumſtances, which à man of wiſ- 
dom would more earneſtly deprecate, than theſe ſe- 
yeral inſtances of grievous tribulation ? There are; 
and, what 1s very aſtoniſhing, they are frequently 
the deſire and the choice of thoſe, who fancy them- 
ſelves the ſole heirs of happineſs: Thoſe 1 mean, 
who are launching out into the depths of extrava- 
gance, and running exceſſive lengths of riet: who 
are proſtituting their reputation, and facrificing their 
peace, to the gratification of their luſts; ſapping the 
foundation of their health, in debaucheries; or 
 ſhipwrecking the intereſts of their families, in their 
bowls ; and, what is worſe, are forfeiting the joys 
of an eternal heaven, for the ſordid fatis faction of 
the beaſt; for the frauſitory ſenſations of an hour. 
e ſlaves of appetite, how far am I from envying 


your 
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your groſs ſenſualities and voluptuous revels ! Little, 
ah ! little are you ſenſible, that while indulgence 
ſhowers her roſes, and luxury diffuſes her odours, 
they ſcatter poiſons alſo, and ſhed unheeded bane : 

evils incomparably more malignant than the worm- 
wood and gall of the ſharpeſt afliftions.—Since death 
is m the drunkard's cup, and worſe than poniards in 
the harlot's embrace, may it ever be the privilege of 


the man whom I love, to go without his ſhare of 
theſe peſtilent ſweets ! Þ 


Abundance of living ſparks glitter in the lanes, and 
twinkle under the hedges. I ſuppoſe they are the 
glo⁊u-auborms, which have lighted their little lamps, 
and obtained leave, through the abſence of the ſun, 
to play a feeble beam. A faint glimmer juſt ſerves 
to render them perceivable, without tending at all 
to diſſipate the ſhades, or making any amends for the 
departed day.—Should ſome weather-beaten travel- 
ter, dropping with wet, and ſhivering with cold, ho- 
ver round this mimicry of fire, m order to dry his 
garments, and warm his benumbed limbs; ſhould 
ſome bewildered traveller, groping for his way in a 
ſtarleſs night and trackleſs deſart, take one of theſe 
{anguid tapers, as a light to his feet, and a lantern to 
his path ;—how certainly would both the one and 
the other be fruſtrated of their expectation |—And, 
are they more likely to ſucceed, who, neglecting that 
ſovereign balm which diſtilled from the croſs, fly to 

Vol. HI. F any 


2 1 et, in ihe Noꝛv rs FER nes the eure bowl, 
Fell adders, and Pois nous Serpents roll. ; PR1oR's Sol. 


b Dram ſuave ft ſuavitatibus iſis carere !—was St Auguſtine's pious 
acclamation. The ſubſtance of which Mr Pope has Se with 
more ſimplieity, and with no leſs dignity. 


- 


Count all tb' advantage proſp rous Vice attains, 
Zis but what Virtue fies from, and diſdains. 
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any carnal diverſion, to heal the anxiety of the mind ? 
who, deaf to the infallible deciſions of revelatiop, re- 
ſign themſelves over to the erroneous conjeftures of 
renſon, in order to ſind the way that leadeth unto 
Wiſe ? or, laſtly, who have recourſe to the freth of 
this vain world for a ſatisſactory portion, and a ſub- 
itantial happineſs? Their conduct is in no degree 
wiſer ; their diſappointment equally ſure; and their 
miſcarriage infinitely more diſaſtrous. To ſpeak in 
the delicate language of a ſacred writer, They h the 
uind, and will reap the whirlwind, * | 

. To ſpeak more plainly, the pleaſures of the world, 
which we are all ſo prene to dote upon; and the 
powers of fallen reaſon, which /me are ſo apt to ido- 
lize, “ are not only vain, but treacherous: not on! 
a painted flame, like theſe ſparkling animals, but 3 
like thole unctuous exhalations, which ariſe from 
the marſhy ground, and often dance before the eyes 


| of 

2 Hoſea, viii. 7. | 
b 1 hope it will be obſerved, that 1 am far from decrying that no- 
Hle faculty of reaſon, when exerted in her proper ſphere ; when acting 
in a deferential ſubordination to the revealed will of Heaven, While 
ſhe excrcites her powers within theſe appointed limits, ſhe is unſpeak- 
ubly ſeryiceable, and cannot be too induſtriouſly cultivated. But, 
when ſhe ſetup herſelf in proud centradiſtinction to the ſacred oracles; 
when, all-arrogant and ſcl-ſutticient, ſhe ſays to the word of ſcrip- 
ture, I have no nced of thee; ſhe is then, 1 muſt be bold to maintain, 
not only a glou-worm, but an ignis fatuus ; not only a bubble, but 3 

Znare. 

May not this remark, with the ſtricteſt propriety, and without the 
Jeaſt limitation, be applied to the generality of our modern roman- 
ces, novals, and theatrical entertainments? Theſe are commonly 
ealculated to in flame a wanton fancy; or, if conducted with fo much 
modeſty as not to debauch the affections, they pervert the judgement, 
and bewilder the taſte. By their incredible adventures, their extrava- 
kant parade of gallantry, and their characters, widely different from 
truth, and nature, they inſpire fooliſh conceits, beget idle expectations, 
Introduce a diſguſt of genuine hiſtory, and indiſpoſe their admirers to 
acquicſce in the decent civilities, or to reliſh the /ober ſatisfactions of 
common life, | 
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of the benighted wayfaring man. Kindled into « 
ſort of fire, they perſonate a guide, and ſeem to of - 
fer their ſervice; but, blazing with delufrve lig. 
miſlead their follower into hidden pits, headlong 
precipices, and unfathomable gulfs ; where, far fron 
his beloved friends, far from all hopes of ſuccour, 
the unhappy wanderer is ſwallowed up, and lolt. 


Not long ago, we obſerved a very ſurpriſing ap- 
pearance in the weſtern ſky. A prodigious fiar took 
its flaming route through thoſe coaſts, ang trailed, as 
it paſſed, a tremendous length of fire almoſt over 
half the heavens. Some, I imagine, viewed the por- 
tentous ſtranger with much the ſame anxious amaze- 
ment, as Bel/h1zzar beheld the hand writing upon the 
wall. Some looked upon it as a blzzdy © flag, hung 
out by divine reſentment over a guilty world. Some 
read, in its glaring viſage, the fate of nations and 
the fall of kingdoms. 4 To others, it ſhook, or ſeem- 
ed to ſhake, pgſtilence and war from its horrid hair. 
For my part, I am not ſo ſuperſtitious as to regard 
what every aſtrologer has to prognofticate upon the 
acceſſion of a comet, or the projection of its huge 
vapoury train, Nothing can be more precarious and 
unjuſtifiable, than to draw- ſuch concluftons from 
ſuch events: ſince they neither are preternatural ef- 
fects, nor do they throw the frame of things into 
any diſorder. I would rather adore that omnipotent 
Being, who rolled thoſe ſtupendous crbs from his 
creating hand, and leads them, by his providential 
eye, through unmeaſuzable tracks of æther; who 
bids them now approach the ſun, and glow with un- 


— — ſufferable 
C — Liquids fi quando nofte co netæ | 
Sanguinei lugubre rubent. VI G. 


4 —Crinemgue timendi c 
Sideris, et terris, mutan:em reg: a ce ne νn. Luca. 
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ſufferible ardours ; ? now retreat to the utmoſt bounds 
of our planetary ſyſtem, and make their entry among 
other worlds. | 5 

They are harmleſs viſitants. I acquit them from 
the charge of cauſing, or being acceſſory to, deſolat- 
ing plagues. Would to Gop there were no other 
more formidable indications of approaching judgements, 
or impending ruin. But, alas! when vice becomes 
predominant,-and irreligion almoſt epidemical; when 
the Sabbatlis of a jealous God are notoriouily profan- 
ed, and that © name, which is great, wonderful, and 
« holy, ' is proltituted to the meaneſt, or abuſed to 
the moit execrable *purpoſes : when the worſhip of 
our great Creator and Preſerver is baniſhed from ma- 
ny of the moſt conſpicuous families, and it is deemed 
a piece of rude impertinence ſo much as to mention 
the gracious Redeemer in our genteel interviews : 
when it paſſes for an elegant freedom of behaviour, 
to ridicule the myiteries of Chriſtianity; and a ſpe- 
cies of refined converſation, to taint the air with la- 
icivious hints: when thoſe who it in the /corner's 
chair fin with a high hand, and many of thoſe who 
wear the prefeſſer's garb are deſtitute of the power, 
and content themſelves with the mere ſorm of godli- 
neſs: when ſuch is the ſtate of a community, there 
is reaſon, too apparent reaſon, to be horribly afraid. 
Such prancmena abounding in the moral world, are 
not fanciful, but real omens. Will not an injured 
Gop © be avenged on ſuch a nation as this?“ Will 
he not be provoked to“ fweep it with the beſom of 
« deſtruction ? “ . | | 

% The comet in the year 1680, according to Sir ae Nexeton's - 
«© computation, was, in its neareſt approach, above 166 times nearer 
the fun than the carth is. Conſequently, its heat was then 28,009 
«© times greater than that of Summer, So that a ball of iron as big 


as the carth, heated by it, would hardly become cool in 50,000 
« years.” Der. Aſfir. Theol p. 237. | 


© Ifa, xiv. 23. The eternal Sovereign, ſpeaking of Balylon, de- 
| nounces 


O! that the inhabitants of Great Britain would lay 
theſe alarming conſiderations to heart! The Lory 
of hoſts has commanded the ſword of civil diſcord to 
return into its ſheath. But have we returned every 
one from his evil ways? Are we become a renewed 
people, devoted to a dying Saviour, and zealous of 
good works ?——What mean thoſe peals of“ ſobs, 
which burſt from the expiring cattle * What mean 
thoſe melancholy moans, where the luſty droves were 
wont to low? * What mean thoſe arrows of un- 
timely deaths, diſcharged on our innocent and uſeful 
animals ? 

No wantonfieſs or ſloth has vitiated the blood of 
theſe laborious, temperate creatures. They have 
contracted no diſeaſe from unſeaſonable indulgencies, 
and inordinate revellings. The pure ſtream is their 
drink; the ſimple herb their repaſt. Neither care 
diſturbs their ſleep, nor paſſion inflames their breaſt. 
Whence then are they viſited with ſuch terrible dil- 
orders, as no prudence can prevent, nor any medi— 
eines heal? —Sutely, theſe calamities are the weapons 
of divine diſpleaſure, and manifeſt chaſtiſements of 
an evil generation. k Surciy Gop, the © Gon to 
© whom vengeance belongeth,” has itill a controverſy 
with our ſinful land. And who can tell, where the 
| F 3 viſitation 


denounces this threatening, T will ſrveep it with the beſom of deſtruction- 
What a noble, but dreadful image is here! How itrongly and 
awfully pourtrayed! How pregnant alſo is its ſignincation! intima- 
ting the wile nature, and expreſſing the total extirpation of this wicked 
people; at the ſame time, tuggelting the perfe eaſe, with which the 
iightcous Gop would exccute his intended vengcance. . 


2 If theſe papers fhould be fo happy as to outlive their author, per- 
haps it may be needful to inform poſterity, that the above- mentioned 
hints allude to a moſt terrible, contagious, and mortal diflemper, raging 
among the horned cattle, in various parts of the kingdom. 

h Hine Letis vituli vulgo moriuntur in herbis, _- 
Et dulces animas plena ad praſepia reddunt. 

Balatu hinc pecorum, et crebris mugitibus amnes, 
Arenteſque ſanant ripe, coll;/que ſupimi. Vis. 
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viſitation ſhall end? What a ſtorm may follow theſe 
preluſive drops? O! that we may * hear the 
* rod, and who hath appointed it!” Taught by 
theſe penal dt of our diſobedience, may we remove 
the accurſed toing from our tents, our practices, our 
hearts! May we turn from all ungodlineſs, before 


wrath come upon us to the uttermoſt; before iniqui- 
ty Prove ohr ruin! 


Sometimes, at this hour, another moſt remarkable 
fight amuſes the curious, and alarms the vulgar. A 
blaze of lambent meteors is kindled, or, ſome very 
extraordinary lights are refracted, in the quarters of 
the North, The ſtreams of radiance, like legions 
ruſhing to the engagement, meet and mingle, inſo— 
much that the air ſeems to be all conflicting fire, 
Witnin a while they {tart from one another; and, 
like legions in precipitate flight, ſweep, each a ſepa- 
Tate way, through the firmament. Now they are 
quieſcent z anon they are thrown into a quivering 
motion; preſently, the whole horizon is illuminated 
With the glancing flames. Sometimes, with an af- 
pect awfully ludicrous, they repretent extravagant and 
antic vagaries'; at other times, you would tuſpect, 
that ſome inviſble hand was playing off the dumb ar- 
tillery of the fits, and, by a ſtrange erpedient, giving 
us the flaſh, without he roar. 

The villagers gaze at the ſpectacle; firſt with 
wonder, then with horror. A general panic ſeizes 
the country. Every heart throbs, and every face is 
pale. The crowds that flock together, inſtead of 
diminiſhing, increaſe the dread. They catch con- 
tagion from each other's looks and words; while 
fear is in every eye, and every tongue ſpeaks the 
language of terror. Some ſee hideous ſhapes, armies 
mixing in fierce encounter, or fields ſwimming with 

blood. 


k Toſh, vi. 18. 
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blood. Some foreſee direful events, ſtates over- 
thrown, or mighty. monarchs tottering on their 
thrones. Others, ſcared with ſtill more frightſul 
apprehenſions, think of nothing but the day of dyom. 
Sure,“ ſays one, © the unalterable hour is ſtruck, 
«© and the end of all things come.“ -“ dee,“ replies 
-nother, “ how the blaſted ſtars look wan! Are 
ce not theſe the ſigns of the Son of man, coming in 
& the clouds of heaven ?”—* Jtsus, prepare us“ 
(cries a third, and lifts his eyes in devotion) “ for 
«the archangel's trump, and the great tribunal !”? 
If this waving brightneſs, which plays innocents 
ly over our heads, be ſo amazing. to multitudes ; 
what inexpreſbble conſternation muſt overwhelm 
unthinking mortals, when the general conflagration 
commences! 'The day, the dreadful day, is ap- 
proaching, in the which the heavens ſhall paſs away 
avith a great noiſe , and the elements ſhall melt 
with fervent heat; the earth a, and all the works 
that are therein, ſhall be burnt up. That mighty 
hand, which once opened the windows from on 


high, 

Z 2 Pet. iii. ITO. I have often thought this verſe an eminent in- 
ſtance of that kind of beautiful writing, in which the very /ound 
bears a fort of /ignificancy ; at leaſt, carries an exact correſpoadence 
with the ſenſe. The original expreſſion---parZy$09---is one ot the 
hoarſeſt and deepeſt words in language. Notting could be more ex- 
quiſitely adapted to affect the ear, as well as impreſs the imagination, 
with the wreck of nature, and the craſh of a falling world. I ſcarce 
ever read this clauſe, but it brings to my mind that admired deſerip- 
tion in MILTON : 


On a ſadden open fF, 

With impetuous recoil, and jarring ound, 

Th' infernal doors, and on their hinges grate _ 
Harſs thunder. Book 11. 1. 8 79. 


It is a pleaſing employ, and a very laudable office of true criticiſm, 
to point out theſe inferior recommendations of the facred claſſics. 
Though, 1 believe, the inſpired writers themſelves, amidſt all the 
elevation and magnificence of their divine ideas, diſdained a ſerupu- 
lous attention to ſuch itte nicetics of ſtyle. ry 2 


— 
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high, and broke up the fountains of the great deep; 
will then unlock all the magazines of fire, and pour a 
ſecond deluge upon the earth. 'The vengeful flames, 
kindled by the breath of the Almighty, ſpread them- 
ſelves from the centre to the circumference. No- 
thing can withſtand their impetuoſity; nothing can 
eſcape their rage. Univerſal defolation attends their 
_ progreſs. Magnificent palaces, and ſolemn temples, 
are laid in aſhes. Spacious cities, and impregnable 
towers, are mingled in one ſmoking maſs. Not only 
the produCtions of human art, but the works of 
almighty power, are fuel for the devouring element. 
'The everlaſting mountains melt; like the ſnows which 
cover their ſummit. Even vaſt oecans ſerve only to 
augment the inconceivable rapidity and fury of the 
blaze.——O ! how ſhall J. or others, ſtand undiſmay- 
ed amidſt the glare of a burning world, unleſs the 
Lox JEHovan be our defence? How ſhall we be 
upheld in ſecurity, when the globe itſelf is ſinking in 
a fiery ruin, unleſs the Rock of ages be our ſupport ? 


Behold ! a new ſpeCtacle of wonder! The moon is 
making her entry on the eaſtern ſky. See her riſing 
in clouded majeſty! opening, as it were, and aſſert- 
ing her original commiſhon to rule mer the night. 
All grand and ſtately, but ſoucewhat ſullied is her 
aſpect. However, ſhe brightens as ſhe advances ; 

and grows clearer. as ſhe climbs higher: till, at 
length, her ſilver loſes all its droſs ; ſhe unveils ber 
peerleſs light ; and becomes “ the beauty of heaven, 
«the glory of the ſtars®;” delighting every eye, 
and cheering the whole world, with the brightneſs 
of her appearance, and the ſoftneſs of her ſplendors. 
—O ! thou queen of the ſhades! may it be my am- 
bition to follow this thy inſtructive example! While 
8 | 95 others 


b Ecclus. xlii. 9. 
— Lucidum cali decus, Hon. 
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others are fond to tranſcribe the faſkions of little 
courts, and to mimic perſonages of inferior ſtate; 
be it mine to imitate thy improving purity! May my 
conduct become more unblemiſhed, and my temper 
more refined, as I proceed farther and farther, in 
my probationary courſe | May every fordid deſire 
wear away, and every irregular appetite be gradually 
loſt, as I make nearer approaches to the celeſtial 
manſions !—Will not this be a comfortable evidence, 
that I too {hall ſhine in my adored Redeemer's king- 
dom? thine with a richer luſtre, than that which ra- 
diates from thy reſplendent orb; ſhine with an un- 
fading luſtre, when every ray that beams from thy 
beauteous ſphere is totally extinguithed, 


The day afforded us a variety of entertaining ſights, 
Theſe were all withdrawn, at the acceſſion of dark- 
neſs. The ſtars, kindly. officious, immediately lent 
us their aid. This ſerved to ol/eviate the frown of 
night, rather than to recover the objects from their 
obſcurity. A faint ray, ſcarcely reflected, and not 
from the entire ſurface of things, gave the {training * 
eye a very imperfect glimpſe ; ſuch as rather mock- 
ed, than ſatisfied viſion.— Now the moon is riſen, 
and has collected all her beams, the veil is taken off 
from the countenance of nature. I ſee the recum- 
bent flocks; I ſee the green hedge-rows, though 
without the feathered choriſters hopping from ſpray 
to ſpray. In ſhort, 1 ſee once again the world's 
great picture; not indeed in its late lively colours, 
but more delicately Jradeey and arrayed in ter 
char nic. 

W hat a maje/lic ſcene is here! incomparably grand, 
and ey” fine !—'The moon, like an immenſe 


cryſtal 


2 Now reigns 


Full orb'd the moon, and with more pleaſing light 
Shadowy lets off the facc of n Mrz. 


— 
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cryſtal lamp, pendent in the magnificent ceiling of 
the heavens: the ſtars, like ſo many thouiands of 
golden tapers, fixed in their azure ſockets : all pour- 
ing their luſtre on ſpacious cities, and lofty moun- 
tains; glittering on the ocean; gleaming on the fo— 
reſt ; and opening a proſpect, wide as the eye can 
glance, more various than fancy can paint.“ - We 
are forward to admire the performances of human 
art. A landſcape, clegantly deſigned, and executed 
with a maſterly hand; a piece of ſtatuary, which 
ſeems, amidſt all the recommendations of exaCt pro- 
portion, and graceful attitude, to ſoften into fleſh, 
and almoſt breathe with life; theſe little 1mitations of 
nature, we behold with a pleaſing ſurpriſe. And 
ſhall we be leſs aſfected, leſs delighted, with the in- 
expreſſibly noble, and completely finiſhed original? — 
The ample dimenſions of Ranelagh's dome; the gay 
illuminations of Vauxhall grove; I ſhould ſcorn to 
mention on ſuch an occaſion, were they not the ob- 
jects of general admiration. Shall we be charmed 
with thoſe puny eſſays of finite ingenuity z and 
touched with no tranſport at this ſtupendous diſplay 


ot 
5 
b As when the moon, refulgent lamp of night, 
O'er heaven's clear azure ſpreads her ſacred light; 
When not a breath diſturbs the deep ſerene, | 
And not a cloud o'ercaſts the ſolemn ſcene : 
Around her throne the vivid planets roll, 
And ſtars unnumber'd gild the glowing pole; 
O'er the dark trees a yellower verdure thed, 
And tip with ſilver every mountain's head: 
Then ſhine the vales; the rocks in proſpect riſe ; 
A $ood of glory burſts from all the ſkies 
The conſcieus ſwains, rejoicing in the fight, 
Eye the blue vault, and bleſs the uſeful light. | ; 
; | | TT ILIAD VIII. 


1 tranſcribe theſe lines, becauſe Mr Pope fays, they exhibit, in the 
original, the fineſt n;gbt-piece in poetry. And, if they are fo beauti- 
ful in Homer's language, who can ſuſpe& their ſuffering any diſad- 
vantage from the pen of his admirable #rarfator F | 
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of omnipotent ſkill? at the auguſt grandeur, and 
{hining ſtatelineſs, of the firmament ? which forms 
an alcove for ten thouſand worlds, and is ornament- 
ed with myriads of everlaſting luminaries. —Surely, 
this muſt betray, not only a total want of religion, 
but the moſt abject littleneſs of mind, and the ut - 
moſt poverty of genius, C2 


The moon is not barely“ an ernament in the 
high places of the Loxp,“ 4 but of ſignal ſervice 
to the inhabitants of the earth. How uncomfortable 
is deep, pitchy, total darkneſs ! eſpecially in the long 
abſence of the winter's ſun. Welcome therefore, 
thrice welcome, this auſpicious gift of Providence, 
to enliven the nocturnal gloom, and line with ſilver 
the raven- coloured mantle of night. —How defirable 
to have our ſummer evening illuminated ! that we 
may be able to tread the dewy meads, and breathe 
the delicious fragrance of our gardens ; eſpecially, 
when the ſultry heats render it irkſome and fatiguing 
to walk abroad by day.,—How cheering to the fhep- 
Lerd, the uſe of this univerſal lantern, as he tends 
his fleecy charge, or late conſigns them to their 
hurdled cots! How comfortable and how advanta- 
geous to the mariner, as he ploughs the midaight 
main, to adjuſt. the tackling, to explore his way, 
and, under the influence of this beaming ſconce, to 
avoid the fatal rock !——For theſe, and other bene- 
ficial purpoſes, the hand of the ALmicuTY has. 
hung the Jately branch on high; and filled it with a 
ſplendor not confined to a ſingle edifice, or commen- 
ſurate to a particular ſquare, but diffufive as the 
whole extent of the hemiſphere. 3 

The moſt faithful of our inferior ſervants are 
ſometimes tardy in their office, ſometimes negligent 
of their duty. But this celeſtial attendant is moſt 

d Ecclus. xliii, 9. 
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exactly punual, at all the ſtated periods of her mini- 
ſtration. If we chooſe to prolong our journey, after 
the ſun is gone down; the moon, during her whole 
increaſe, is always ready to act in the capacity of a 
guide, If we are inclined to ſet out very early in 
the morning, the moon, in her decreaſe, prevents the 
dawn, on purpoſe to offer her aſſiſtance. And, be- 
cauſe it is ſo pleaſant a thing for the eyes to behold 
the light, the moon, at her ul, by a courſe of un- 
intermitted waiting, gives us, as it were, a double 
day.—How apparently has the divine wiſdom inte- 
reſted itſelf, in providing even for the pleaſurable ac- 
eemmodation of man! How defirous, that he ſhould 
want no piece of commodious furniture, no kind of 
delightful convenience ! and, in proſecution of theſe 
benevolent intentions, has annexed ſo valuable an 
appendage to the terreſtrial globe. —Juſtly, therefore, 
does the Pſalmiſt celebrate that admirable conſtitu- 
tion, which ordained the moon and the-ffars to govern 
the night, as an inſtance of His rich goodneſs, and f 
mercy which endureth for ever, * | 

The moon, it is confeſſed, is no luminous body, 
All the brightneſs, which beautifies her countenance, 
is originally in the ſun, and no more than tranſmiſ- 
fively in her. That glorious orb is the parent of 
day, and the palace of light. From thence the 
morning ſtar gilds her horn; ? from thence the 
planetary circles are crowned with luſtre; and from 
thence the moon derives all her ſilver radiance.—It 


15 
f Pſalm cxxxvi. 9. 


1 might, to juſtify this expreſſion, obſerve, that the planet, 
Venus, commonly called the morning (tar, is found, by our teleſcopes, 
frequently to appear horned; or to have a creſcent of light, ſomewhat 
Jike the moon, a little before or after her conjunction. But this 
would be a remark too deep and refined for my ſcheme ;z which pro- 


ceeds only upon a ſuperficial knowledge, and the moſt ebvious appcar- 


ances of nature. 
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is pleaſing to reflect, that ſuch is the caſa th the 
all-ſufficient Redet mer, and his dependent people. We 
are repleniſhed from his fulneſs. What do we poſ- 
ſeſs, which we have not received; and what can we 
deſire, which we may not expect; from that never- 
failing ſource of all good? He is the author of our 
faith, and the former of our graces. In his unſpot- 
ted life, we ſee the path; in his meritorious death, 
the price; and in his triumphant reſurrection, the 

roof, of bliſs and immortality. If we offend, and 
Fall ſeven times a-day; he is the Lorp our peace. If 
we are depraved, and our beſt deeds very unworthy 4 
he is the 10 our righteouſneſs. 4 If we are blind, 
and even bratiſh, in heavenly pra, Wh he is the 
LorÞ our wiſdom : his word diſpels the ſhades; hit 
Spirit ſcatters the intellectual gloom ; his eye looks 
our darkneſs into day. In ſhort, we are nothing, 
and“ CurisT is all.” Worſe than defective in 
ourſelves, “ we are complete in him.” So that if we 
ſhine, it is with delegated rays, and with borrowed 
light. We ad by a ſtrength, and glory in merits, 
not our-own.—O ! may we be thoroughly ſenſible of 
our dependence on the Saviour! May we conſtantly 
imbibe his propitious beams; and never, by indulg- 
ing unbelief, or backſliding into folly, withdraw our 
ſouls from his benign influences ! Test we loſe out 
comfort, and our holineſs; as the fair ruler of the 
night loſes her ſplendor, when her urn is turned from 
its fountain, hand receives no more communications 
of ſolar effulgence. Sor he . ä 
Vor. II. G 5 The 


E Judges vi. 24. d Jer. xxiii, 6. © Cor. i. 30. 


* Alluding to thoſe truly poetical lines in Milton, 


Hither as to their fountain, other ſtars 
Repairing, in their golden urns draw light. | 
| Par, Loft, Book VII. J. 364. 
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Thie moon is inceſlantly varying, either in her aſ- 
pect, ox her ſtages.— Sometimes the looks full upon 
us, and her viſage is all luſtre. Sometimes ſhe ap- 
pears in profile, and ſhows us only half her enlight- 
ened face. Anon, a radiant creſcent but juſt adorns 
her brow. Soon, it dwindles into a lender ſtreak, 
Till, ;at.length, all her beauty vaniſhes, and ſhe be- 
comes a beamleſs orb.—-—Sometimes ſhe riſes with 
the. deſcending day and begins her proceſſion amidit 
admiring multitudes. Erelong, ſhe defers her pro- 
greſs till the midnight watches ; and ſteals unobſerved 
upon the ſleeping world. Sometimes ſhe juſt enters 
the edges of the weſtern horizon, and drops us a 
ceremonious viſit. Within a while, ſhe ſets out on 
her. nightly tour from the oppoſite regions of the 
eaſt; traverſes. the whole hemiſphere!; and never offers 
to withdraw, till the more refulgent partner of her 
ſway renders her preſence unneceſſary.—In a word, 
ſhe is, while converſant among us, {till waxing or 
- waning, and“ never continueth in one ſtay,” 


E Such, is the moon; and ſuch are all fublunary 
bing; expoſed to , perpetual viciſhtudes.—— How 
often, and how ſoon, have the faint echoes of re- 
vodun ſlept in; filence, or been converted into the 
clamours of obloquy! The ſame lips, almoſt with 
the ſame breath, cry Hoſanna, and Crucify.— Have 
not riches confeſſed their notorious treachery, a 
thouſand and a thouſand times? Either melting a- 
way, like ſnow in our hands, by inſenfible degrees; 
or eſcaping, like a winged priſoner from its cage, 
with a precipitate flight. — Have we not known the 
bridegroom's c/ofet an antechamber to the Zomb; and 
heard the voice which ſo lately pronounced the ſpark- 
ling pair huſband and wife, proclaim an evexlaſting 
divorce ; and ſeal the decree with that ſolemn aſſever— 

N 2 42M ation, 
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ation, * Aſhes to aſhes, duſt to duſt !”—Our friengs, 
though the medicine of life; our health, though the 
balm of nature; are a moſt precarious poſſeſſion. 
How ſoon may the firſt become a corpſe in our arms; 
and how eaſily is the laſt deſtroyed in its vigour F 
Lou have ſeen, no doubt, a ſet of pretty painted 
birds, perching on your trees, or ſporting in your 
meadows. You was pleaſed with the lovely viſitants, 
that brought beauty on their wings, and melody in 
their throats. But could you infure the continuance of 
this agreeable entertainment ? No, truly. At the 
leaſt difturbing noiſe, at the leaſt terrifying appear- 
ance, they ſtart from their ſeats; they mount the 
ſkies z and are gone in an inſtant, are gone ſor ever. 
Would you chuſe to have a happineſs, which bears 
date with their arrival, and expires at their departure? 
If you could not be content with a portion, enjoy- 
able only thraugh ſuch a fortuitous term, not of years, 
but of moments, O! take up with nothing earthly ; 
ſet your affections on things above; there alone is 
« no variableneſs or ſhadow of turning? 

Job is not a more illuſtrious pattern of patience, 
than an eminent exemplification of this remark.” 
View him in his private eftate. He heaps up ſilver 
as the duſt ; he waſhes his ſteps in butter; and the 
rock pours him out rivers of oil. —View him in his 
public character. Princes revere his dignity 3 the 
aged liſten to his wiſdom ; every eye beholds him 
with delight; every tongue loads bim with bleſſings. 
View him in his dm ſtie circumſtancet. On one 


hand, he is defended by a troop of ſons; on the * 


other, adorned with a train of daughters; and, on 
all ſides, ſurrounded by ** a very great houſehold.”? 
Never was human felicity ſo conſummate z never 
was diſaſtrous revolution ſo ſudden. —The lightning, 
which conſumed his cattle, was not more terrible, . 
and ſcarce more + gy The joyful parent 

2 is 
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is bereft of his offspring, and his “ children are 
« buried in death.” The man of affluence is ſtript 
of his abundance; and he, who was clothed in 
Fearlet, embraces the dunghill. The venerable pa- 
triarch is the derifion of ſcoundrels; and the late 
darling of an indulgent providence, is become “ a 
brother to dragons, a companion of owls.” Nor 
need we go back to former ages, for proofs of this 
afflicting truth, In our times, in all times, the 
wheel continues the ſame incefſant whirl. And 
frequently thoſe, who are triumphing, to-day, in 
the higheſt elevation of joy; to-morrow, are be- 
moaning the inſtability of mortal affairs, in the very 
depths of miſery. 5—Amidit ſo much fluctuation and 
uncertainty, how wretched is the condition, which 
has no anchor of the ſoul, ſure and ſtedfaſt? May 
thy loving-kindneſs, O Gor, be our preſent trea- 
ture; and thy future glory our reverſionary inheri- 
tance | Then ſhall our happineſs not be like the 
full-orbed moon, which is © a light that decreaſeth 
in its perfection ;” but, like the fun, when he 
goeth forth in his ſtrength, and knoweth no other 
5 . | 8 change, 


83 I believe, T may venture to apply, what the Temanite fays of 
the- affairs of the wicked, to all firblunary things, as a true deſcription 
of vheix very great inſtability. Job xxii. 16. EO PY1 Ng. 
2 by Schultens, Flumen fuſum fundamentum eorum. Their foun- 
dation (or what they reckon their molt ſolid and ſtable poſſeſſion) rs 2 

"poured out. Which is one of the boldeſt images, and moſt 

tical beauties, I ever met with in any language, ſacred or profar e.. 
In order to have a tolerable conception of the image, and a taſte of 
its beauty, you muſt-ſuppoſe a torrent. of waters, ruſhing in broken 
ataracts, and with impetuous rapidity, from a ſteep and craggy 
mountain. Then imagine to yourſelf an ede built upon the ſurge 
of this rolling precipice; which has no other baſis than one of thoſe 
beadlong zobirli4g waves. Was there ever ſuch a repreſentation of 
ranſitory proſperity; tending, with inconceivable ſwiftnefs, unto 
tuin? Let ſuch is every form of human felicity, that is not ground» 
ed on Jesus, and a-paiticipation of his merit, who is the Rock of 
ages; on Jesvs, and his image formed in our hearts, which is the 


hope of glory. 


- 
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thange, but that of hining more and more unto the 
perfect day. | | 
Methinks, in this ever-varying ſphere, I ſee a re- 
preſentation, not only of our ' temporal adyantages, 
but alſo of our ſpiritual accompliſhments. Such, E 
am ſure, is what the kind partiality of a friend 
would call my righteouſneſs : and ſuch, I am apt to 
ſuſpect, * is the righteouſneſs of every man living. 
Now we exerciſe it, in ſome few inſtances, in ſome 
little degrees. Anon, fin revives, and leads - our 
ſouls into a tranſient, though unwilling captivity. 
Now we are meet, but ſoon a ruffling accident in- 
tervenes, and turns our compoſure into a fretful dif- 
quietude. Now we are humble ; ſoon we reflect up- 
on ſome inconſiderable or imaginary ſuperiority over 
others, and a ſudden elatement ſwells our minds. 
Now, perhaps, we poſſeſs a clean heart, and are 
warm with holy love. But, O! how eafily is the 
purity of our affections ſullied ; how ſoon the fer- 
G 3 your 


m 1 would not be underſtood, as meaſuring, in this reſpect, others 
by myſclf, but as taking my eſtimate from the unerriog ſtandard of 
ſcripture. And, indeed, proceeding on this evidence, ſupported by. 
this authority, I might have ventured farther than a bare ſuſpicion. 
Tor, there is not a juſt man upon earth, that doeth good, and fin- 
« neth not,” ſays the Spirit of inſpiration by Solomon (Ecel. vii, 
20.) ——Nay, ſuch is the purity, and fo extenſive are the demands of 
the divine law, that an apoſtle makes a ſtill more humbling acknow- 
ledgment ; © In many things we offend all,” (Jam. iii. 2.) — And the 
unerring Teacher, who moſt thoroughly knew our frame, direQsthe 
molt advanced, moſt eſtabliſhed, and moſt watchful Chriſtians, to pray 
daily for the forgiveneſs of their daily treſpaſ/cs. To which teſtimonies, 
beg leave to add an elegant paſſage from the Canticles ; becauſe it not 
only expreſſes the ſentiment of this paragraph, but illuſtrates it by the. 
very fame ſimilitude. See (the church) is fair as the moon 5 clear os 
the ſun. Fair as the moon, the leſſer and changeable light, in her 
Auctiſica tion; clear as the ſun, the greater and invariable lumipary, in 
her ;u/i/tcation ; the inherent holineſs of believers being imperfect, ard 
1453 Qt to many inequalities, while their imputcd righteonſneſs is every- 
way eomplete, ane conttantly like itſelf. Cant. vi. 10, 228 
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vour of our gratitude cooled! And is there not 
ſomething amiſs, even in our beſt moments? - Some- 
thing to be a/bamed of, in all we are: ſomething to 
be repented of, in all we do? 

With what gladneſs, therefore, and adoring thank- 
ſulneſs, ſhould we ſubmit to the righteouſneſs of * our 
* incarnate Gop;“ and receive, as a divine gift, what 
cannot be acquired by human works ! \—A writer of 
the firſt diſtinction, and niceſt diſcernment, ſtyles the 
obedience of our glorious Surety, an everlaſting righ- 
Zeouſneſs : i ſuch as was ſubject to no interruption, nor 
obſcured by the leaſt blemiſh ; but proceeded always 
in the ſame uniform tenor, of the moſt ſpotleſs per- 
fection.— This righteoufneſs, in another ſenſe, an- 
{wers the prophet's exalted deſcription ; as its bene- 
ficial'and ſovereign efficacy knows no end.; but laſts 
through all our life; laſts in the trying hour of death; 
laſts at the deciſive day of judgment; laſts through 
every generation; and will laſt to all eternity. 


Sometimes I have ſeen that reſplendent globe 


ipt of her radiance ; or, according to the empha- 
tical language of ſcripture, © turned into blood.” 
The earth, interpoſing with its opake body, inter- 
cepted the ſolar rays, and caſt its own gloomy ſha- 
dow on the moon. The malignant influence gain- 
ed upon her. ſickening orb; extinguiſhed, more and 
more, the feeble remainders of light; till at length, 
like one in a deep ſiucon, no comelineſs was left in 
Her. countenance z ſhe was totally. overſpread with 
darkneſs.—At this juncture, what a multitude of 
eyes were gazing upon the rueful ſpectaele; even 
of thoſe eyes, which diſregarded the empreſs of the 
night, or beheld. her. with indifference, when, rob- 
ed in glory, and riding in her triumphal charict, ſhe 
' ſhed a ſofter. day. through the nations. But, now, 
under theſe circumſtances of diſgrace, they week 
h — 


„ Rom v. 17.— X. 3. i Dan, is. 24, 
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her motions with the moſt prying attention. In every 
place, her misfortune is the object of general obſer- 
vation; and the prevailing topic of diſcourſe, in every 
company. . . 

Is it not thus with regard to per/5ns of eminence in 
their refpeCtive ſpheres ?* Kings, at the head of their 
ſubjects 3 nobles, ſurrounded with their dependents ;. 
and (after names of ſo much grandeur, may I be al- 
lowed to add ?) miniſters labouring among their peo- 
ple, h are each in a conſpicuous ſtation. Their con- 
duct, in its minuteſt ſtep, eſpecially in any miſcarriage, 
will be narrowly ſurveys, and critically ſcanned. 
Can there be a louder call, to ponder the paths of 
their feet, and to be particularly jealous. over all their 
ways ?—Thoſe who move in inferior life, may groſs- 
ly offend ; and little alarm be given, perhaps no no- 
tice taken. But it is not to be expected, that the leaſt 
flip in their carriage, the leaſt flaw in their character, 
will paſs undiſcovered. Malice, with her eagle-eyes, 
will be ſure to diſcern them; while Cenſure, with her: 
ſhrill trumpet, will be as far from concealing them, 
as Calumny, with her treacherous. whiſpers, from ex- 
tenuating them. A planet may ſink below the hori- 
20n; or a ſtar, for ſeveral months, withdraw its ſhin= 
ing; and ſcarce one in ten thouſand perceive the loſs. 
But, if the moon ſuffers a tranſient eclipſe, almoſt 
half the world are ſpectators of her diſhonour. 

Very different was the caſe, when, at this late 
hour, I have taken a ſolitary walk on the Weſtern 
cliffs. At the foot of the ſteep mountain, the ſea, 
all clear and ſmooth, ſpread: itſelf into an immenſe 
plain, and held a watery mirror to the ſkies. In- 
finite heights above, the firmament ſtretched its 
azure expanſe, beſpangled with unnumbered ftars, 
and adorned with the moon, “ walking in bricht. 

- 06: ow.” 


i Ye are the light of the world. A city that is fet on an bill cannot. &. 
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ce neſs.” ® She ſeemed to contemplate herſelf, with 
a. peculiar pleaſure ; while the tranſparent ſurface, 
both received, and returned, her fi/ver image. Here, 
Inſtead of being covered with ſackcloth, the ſhone 
with double luſtre ! or rather, with a luſtre multipli- 
ed, in proportion to the number of beholders, and 
their various ſituations. 

Such, methinks, is the effect of an exemplary be- 
haviour, in perſons of exalted rank. Their courſe, 
as it is nobly diſtinguiſhed, ſo it will be happily «nfu- 
ential. Others will catch the diffuſive ray; and 
ambitious to reſemble a pattern fo attracting, ſo com- 
manding. 'Their amiable qualities will not terminate. 
in themſelves; but we ſhall ſee them refeFed from 
their families, their acquaintance, their retainers. Juſt 
as we may now behold another moon, trembling i in 
the ſtream, glittering in the canal, and diſplaying its 
lovely impreſs-on every collection of waters. 3 

The moon, philoſophy ſays, is a ſort of /ove- 
reign over the great deep. Her orb, like a royal 
ſceptre, fways the ocean, and aCtuates the fluid 
realms. It ſwells the tides, and perpetuates the re- 
ciprocal returns of ebb and flow. By which means, 
the liquid element purges off its filth; and is pre- 
ſerved from being putreſicd itfelf, and from poiſon- 
ing the worid.—ls the moon thus operative on the 
vaſt abyſs ?* And, ſhall not the ſaith of eternal and 
infinite delights to come, be cqually efficacious on 
this ſoul of mine ?—PFar above her argent fields, are 
treaſures of happineſs, unſeen by mortal eye, by mor- 
tal ear unheard, and unconceived by any human 
imagination. In that deſirable world, the moſt di- 
ſtinguiſned and exalted honours allo are conferred ; 


in compariſon with which, the thrones and diadems 


h Job xxxi. 26. 
i Sęiendei trem udo ſub Tumine pontus. V1iRG.. 
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of earthly monarchs are empty pageants, and child- 
i toys. Yonder arch of ſapphire, with all its 
ſpangles of gold, is but the floor of thofe divine a- 
bodes. What then are the apartments; what is the 
"x how bright with glories z how rich with 
bliſs ! | 
O!] ye manſions of bleſſednefs ; ye beauties of my 
Father's kingdom; which far outſhine theſe lamps 
of the viſible heaven; tranſmit your ſweet and winning 
invitations to my heart. AttraF?, and refine, all my 
affections. Withdraw them from ſagnating on the 
ſordid ſhores of fleſh; never ſuffer them to ſettle 
upon the impure lees of ſenſe; but imprefs them 
with emotions of reſtleſs deſire after ſublime and ce- 
teſtial joys.—Joys, that will proceed, ſtill proceed, 
in a copious and everlaſting flow, when ſeas ſhall 
ceaſe to roll ;—Joys, that will charm every facult 
with unimaginable pleaſure ; when the moon, wit 
her waxing ſplendors, ſhall cheer our ſight no more. 


Enough for the preſent evening. My thoughts 
have been ſufficiently exerciſed, and my ſteps begin 
to be attended with wearineſs. Let me obey the 
admonition of nature; and give reſpite to my me- 
ditations, {lumber to my eyes —But ſtay.—Shalt I 
retire to the bed of ſleep, with as little ceremony, 
and with as much inattention, as the brutes to their 
ſordid lair? Are no acknowledgements due to that 
divine Being, who is the ſupport of my life, and 
the length of my days? Haye I no farther need of 
his protecting care; no more occaſion for the bleſ- 
fings of his goodneſs ?—Lepridus, perhaps, may laugh. 
at the bended knee; and have a thouſand darts of 
raillery, ready to diſcharge on the practice of devo- 

tion. The wits, I know, are unmercifully ſevere 
on what they call the drudgery of prayer, and the 
fantaſtical rant of praiſe. Theſe they leave to the 

: illiterate 
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illiterate labourer, and the mean mechanic; or treat 
them, with.a contemptuous ſneer, .as the parſon's 
ignoble trade. 

ls it then an inſtance of ſuperſtitious blindneſs, to 
diſtinguiſn; or of whimfical zeal, to celebrate, the 
molt ſupereminent excellency and merit? Is it an 
ungraceful buſineſs, or, does it argue a grovelling diſ- 
poſition, to magnify goodneſs, tranſcendently rich 
and diffuſive ?— What can be ſo truly becoming a 
dependent ſtate, as to pay our adoring homage to the 
Author of all perfection; and profeſs our devoted 
allegiance to the ſupreme almighty Governor of the 
univerſe? Can any thing more ſignificantly beſpeak an 
ingenusus temper, or adminiſter a more real ſatisfaction 
to its fineſt feelings, than tie exerciſes of penitential 
devotion ; by which we give vent to an honeſt an- 
guiſh, of melt into filial ſorrow, for our inſenfibility 
to the beſt of friends, for our diſobedience to the beit 
of parents ?—In a word, can there be a more ſablime 
 plerſure, than to dwell, in fixed contemplation, on 
the beauties of the eternal Mind; the amiable Origi— 
nal of all that is fair, grand, and*harmonious ; the 
beneficent Giver of all that is convenient, comfort- 
able, and uſeful ? Can there be a more advantageous 
employ, than to preſent our requeſt to the Father of 
mercies z opening our minds to the irradiations of 
his wiſdom, and all the facu!ties of our ſouls to the 
communications of his grace ?——lt is ſtrange, un- 
accountably ſtrange, that the notion of dignity in 
: ſentiment, and the purſuit of refined enjoyment, 
ſhould ever be diſunited from devotion : that per- 
ſons, who make pretenſions to an improved taſte, . 
and exalted genius, ſhould neglect this moſt ennobling 
intercourſe with the wiſeſt and beſt of beings ; the 
inexhauſtible ſource of honour and joy. 

Shall 1 be deterred from approaching this ſource 
of the pureſt delight ? deterred from purſuing this 
| higlieſt. 


(e 


* 
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higheft improvement of my nature ? deterred from 
all, by a formidable banter, or confuted by one irrefra- 
gable ſmile ?—No : let the moon, in her reſplendent 
ſphere z and yonder pole, with all its ſtarry train; 
witneſs, if I be ſilent, even or morn; if I refrain to 
kindle in my heart, and breathe from my lips, the 
reaſonable incenſe of praiſe ; praiſe to that great and 
glorious Gor, who formed the earth, and built the 
ſkies ; who poured from his hand the watery world, 
and ſhed the all-ſ@rrounding air abroad.“ Thou al- 
© ſo madeſt the night, Maker omnipotent ! and thou, 
be the day; which I, though leſs than the leaſt of all 
© thy mercies,” have paſſed in ſafety, tranquillity, 
© and comfort, —When I was loſt in the extrava- 
* gance of dreams, or lay immerſed in the inſenſibi- 
“ lity of fleep, thy hand recovered me from the tem- 
% porary lethargy. Thy hand ſet a new, a delicate- 
« ly fine edge, on all my blunted /eiſes and ſtrung 
« my ſinews with recruited vigour. When m 
« thoughts were benumbed and ſtupefied, thy quick- 
t ening influence rouſed them into activity; when 
© they were diſconcerted and wild, thy regulating 
« influence reduced them into order : refitting me 
c at once, to reliſh the innocent entertainments of 
an animal, and to enjoy the ſublime gratifications 
of a rational capacity, —— When darkneſs covered 
the creation, at thy command, the % aroſe 
painted the flowers, and diſtinguiſhed every object; 
gave light to my feet, and gave nature, with all 
her beautiful ſcenes, to my eye. Fo thee, O thou 
God of my ſtrength, I-owe the continuance of my 
being, and the vivocity of my conititurion, By 
thy ſacred order, without any conſciouſneſs of 
mine, the wheels of life move, and the crimſon. 
fountain plays. Overruled by thy exquiſite ſkill, 
it transforms itſelf, by the nicelt operations of an 
_ * inexplicable kind of chemiltry, into a variety of 
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CONTEMPELATIONS 
the fineſt ſecretions ; which glide into the:mwſcles, 
and ſwell them for action; or pour themſelves in- 
to the fluids, and repair their inceſſant decays : 
which cauſe cheerfulneſs to ſparkle in the eye, 'and 
health to bloom in the cheek. | 
« Diſaſtreus accidents, injurious to the peace of my 
mind, or fatal to the welfare of my body, beſet 
my paths, But thy faithfulneſs and truth, like an 
impenetrable ſhield, guarded me all around. Un- 
der this divine protection, I walked ſecure amidſt 


s legions of apparent perils ; and paſſed unhurt, 
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«© improvement with delight? 


through a far greater multiplicity of unſeen: evils, 
Not one of my bones was breken ; not a ſingle 


#haft grazed upon my eaſe; even when the eye 
that watched over me, ſaw, in its wide ſurvey, 


thouſands falling beſide me in irrecoverable ruin, and 


ten thouſands deeply wounded, on my right hand. — 


If ſickneſs has at any time ſaddened my chamber, 


or pain harrowed my fleſh; it was a wholeſome diſ- 


cipline, and a gracious ſeverity. The chaſtifement 
proved a ſovereign medicine, to cure me of an 
immoderate fondneſs for this imperfect trouble- 
ſome ſtate, and to quicken my deſires after the un- 
embittered enjoyments of my eternal home. 
Has not thy munificence, unwearied and unbound- 
ed, ſpread my table; and furniſhed it with the 
fineſt wheat; repleniſhed it with marrow and fat- 


"neſs? While temperance ſweetened the bowl; 


appetite ſeaſoned the diſh ; contentment and gra- 
titude crowned the repaſt. Has not thy kindneſs, 
O Gop of the families of Iſrael, preſerved my af- 


fectionate relations: who ſtudy, by their tender 


offices, to ſoften every care, and heighten every 
joy ?—Has not thy kindneſs given me valuable 


friends, whoſe preſence is a cordial, to cheer me 


in a dejected hour; and whoſe converſation mingles 


© When 
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c When ſin lay diſguiſed amidſt flowery ſcenes, of 
ce pleaſure; enlightened by thy wiſgam, I diſcerned 
© the latent miſchief ; made reſolute by thy grace, I 
© ſhunned the luſcious bane. If, 3 im 
«© pulſe of ſenſuality, or the violence of paſſion, I 
« — been hurried into the inare, and ſtung hy the 
« ſerpent; thy faithful admonitions have recalled the 
* fooliſh wanderer; while the blood of thy Son, has 
© healed his deadly wounds.——Some, no doubt, have 
&© been cut off in the midſt of their iniquitięgs; and 
© tranſmitted from the thrillings of polluted. joy, to 
* the agonies of eternal deſpair: whereas, I have 
* been diſtinguiſhed by long-ſuffering mercy ; and, 
i inſtead of lifting up my eyes in torments, to be- 
* hold a heaven irrecoverably loſt ; I may lift, them 
© up under the pleaſing views of being admitted, eres 
long, into thoſe abodes of endleſs felicity. In the 
mean time, thou haſt vouchſafed me the revelation 
« of thy will; the influences of thy Spirit, and a> 
«© bundance of the moſt effectual aids, for advanging 
in knowledge, and growing in godlineſs; for be- 
„ coming more conformable to thy image, and more 
« meet for thy preſence; for taſting, the pleaſures of. 
religion, and ſecuring the riches of eternity. |. +» 
«© How various is thy beneficence, O thou Lover 
© of ſouls! It has unſealed a thouſand ſources of 
« good; opened a thouſand avenues of delight; and 
« heaped bleſſings upon me, with a ceaſeleſs liber- 
ce ality. If I ſhould attempt to declare them, they 
« would be more than the farry hoſt, which glitters 
&« in this unclouded ſky ; more than the dezwwy gems, - 
“ which will adorn the face of the morning. 
And, ſhall I forget the Gop of my ſalvation, the 
* Author of all my mercies? Rather let my pulſe 
© forget to beat !—Shall I render him no expreſſions 
© of thankfulneſs? Then might all nature reproac}t 
Vol. II. H wy my 
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„ my ingratitude.— Shall I reſt ſatisfied with the bare 
acknowledgement of my lips? No: let my liſe 
4 be vocal, and ſpeak his praiſe, in that only genuine, 
de that moſt emphatical language,—the language of 
« devout obedience. Let the h be drawn upon my 
4 ver heart ; let all my affections acknowledge the 
4 ght; and let the whole tenor of my actions, 
« jn time and through eternity, be continually pay- 
4% ing the debt, —the ever-pleaſing, ever-growing 
« debt of duty, veneration, and love. 

«'And can I, O thou Guide of my goings, and 
% Guardian of all my intereſts,—can 1 diſtruſt ſuch 
« ſignal, ſuch experienced goodneſs ? Thou haſt been 
ec my helper, through all the buſy ſcenes of day; 
% therefore, under ſhadow of thy wings will I repoſe 
„ myſelf, during the darkneſs, the danger, and 
% death-like inactivity, of the night. Whatever de- 
% filement I have contracted, waſh it thoroughly a- 
% way, in redeeming blood; and let neither the ſin- 
% ful ſtain, nor the ſinful inclination, accompany 
„ me to my couch !—Then ſhall J lay me down in 
ee peace ; and take my reſt ; cheerfully referring it to 
4 thy all-wife determination, whether I ſhall open 
« my eyes in this world, or awake in the unknown 
regions of another.“ 


„ 00 0 


THE END. 
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There dwells a noble pathos in the ſkies, 


Which warms our paſſions, proſelytes our hearts. 

How eloquently ſhines the glowing pole { 

With what authority it gives its charge, ; 

Remonſtrating great truths in ſtyle ſublime ! « 
| NIGHT-IHOUCHTSs, No. IX. 
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STARRY HEAVENS. 


HIS evening, I exchange the nice retreats of 
art, for the noble theatre of nature. Inſtead 

ot meaſuring my ſteps, under the covert of an ar- 
bour ; let me range along the ſummit of this gently- 
riſing hill.— There is no need of the leafy thade, 
ſince the ſun has quitted the horizon, and withdrawn 
his ſcorching beams. But ſee, how advantages and 
inconveniences are uſually linked, and chequer our 
aſfairs below! If the annoying heat ceaſe, the land- 
ſcape, and its pleaſing ſcenes, are alſo removed. The 
majeſtic caſtle, and the lowly cottage are vanithed 
together. I have loſt the aſpiring mountain, and. its 
ruſſet brow; I look round, but to no purpole, for 
the humble vale, and its flowery lap. 'The piains, 
whitened with flocks, and the heath, yellow with 
furze, diſappear. The advancing night has wrapt 
in darkneſs the long extended foreit, and drawn her 
mantle over the windings of the ſilver ſtream. Il no 
longer behold that luxuriant fertility in the fields; 
that wild magnificence of proſpect, and endicts ya» 
riety of images; which have fo vtten touched me 
with delight, and ſtruck me with awe, from this com- 
manding eminence. | 
The loſs, however, is ſcarcely to be regretted: 
ſince it is amply compenſated by the opening bau- 
| 13 ties 
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ties of the ſky. Here I enjoy a free view of the 
whole — ! without any obſtacle from below, 
to conſine the exploring eye; or any cloud from a- 
bove, to ovefcaſt the ſpacious concave. Tis true, 
the lively vermilion, which ſo lately ſtreaked the 
chambers of the Weſt, is all faded. But the planets, 
one after another, light up their lamps; the fars ad- 
vance in their glittering train ; a thouſand and a thou- 
ſand lJumy 875 mine forth in ſucceſſive ſplendors; 
and the wholt firmament is kindling into the molt. 
beautiful glow. The blueneſs of the æther, heigh- 
tened by the ſeaſon of the year, and ſtill, more en- 
Tivened dy the al/erce of the moon, rw thoſe gems 
'of heaven the ſtrongeſt luſtre. | 
One pleèaſure more, the invading Kea has not 
been able toi fnatch from my ſenſe. The night ra- 
ther improves, than deſtroys, the fragrance which 
exhales from the blecming beans. With theſe, the 
ſides of this floping declivity are Uned; and with 
theſe, the balmy zephyrs perfume their wings. Does 
Arabia, from all her ſpicy groves, breathe a more li- 
beral, or a more charming gale of ſweets? And, 
what is à peculiar recommendation of the rural en- 
tertainments preſented in our happy land, they are 
alloyed by no apprehenſions of danger. No poiſon- 
ous ſerpent lurks under the bloflom ; nor any raven- 
us beaſt lies ready to ſtart from the thicket. —But 
1 wander from à far more exalted ſubject. My 
thoughts, like my aſfections, are too eaſily diverted 
from tlie heavens, and detained by inferior objects. 
Away, my attention, from theſe little blandiſhments 
"of the earth; ſince all the glories « the hy invite 
thy regard. D 


We have taken a turn among the Tombs, and 
viewed the ſolemn memorials of the dead; in order 
to learn the vanity of e things, and to break 
© 27 they 
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their ſoft enchantment.— We have ſurveyed the or- 
naments of the Garden not that the heart might be 
planted in the parterre, or take root among the 
flowery race; but that theſe delicacies of a day might 
teach us to aſpire after a better paradife, where 
beauty never fades, and delight is ever in the bloom. 
A third time we lighted the candle of meditation; 
and ſought for wiſdom, not in the crowded city, or 
wrangling ſchools, but in the ſilent and lonely walks 
of ancient Night. * Let us once more indulge 
the contemplative vein, and raiſe our ſpeculations 
to thoſe ſublimer works of the great Creator, which 


the regions of the ſky contain, aud the duſky hour 


unveils, Þ F-73801 12:4 10: 3 42 1 , 
If we have difcerned the touches of his pencil 
glowing in the colours of Spring; if we have ſeen a 
{ample of his beneficence exhibited in the ſtores of 
nature, and a ray-of his brightneſs beaming in * 
blaze of day; what an infinitely richer field for the 
diſplay of his perfeCtions, are the heavens! | The 
| heavens, in the moſt emphatical manner, declare 
the glory of Gop. The heavens are nobly eloquent 
of the Deity, and the moſt magnificent heralds of 
their Maker's eg They ſpeak to the whole u- 
niverſe; for there is neither ſpeech fo barbarcng, 
but their language is underſtood 3 nor nation ſo di/- 
tant, but their voices are heard among them. *—— 
I.et me then, in this ſolemn ſeaſon, formed for 
thought, and a calm intercourſe with heaven; let 
me liſten to their ſilent lectures. Perhaps I may re- 


ceive ſuch impreſſive manifeſtations of © the eternal 


power and Godhead,” as may ſhed religion on my 
CA we fe 5 ſoul, 
2 Referring to the ſeveral ſubjects of the three preceding eſſays. 
o Night opes the nobleſt ſcenes, and ſheds an awe, 5 | 


Which gives thoſe venerable ſcenes full weight, 
And deep reception in th' entender'd heart. 


Night Theughts, No. N. 


© Palm ix. 2 


— 


Sz + CONTEMPLATIONS. ON 
"foul, while I walk the ſolitary ſhades ; and may be a 
tutelary friend to my virtue, when the call of buſineſs, 
and the return of light, expoſe me again to the in- 
roads of temptation. 1 


The Jraelites, inſtigated by frenzy, rather than 
devotion, worſhipped the hoſt of heaven. And 
the pretenders to judicial” gſtrolagy talk of, I know 
not what, myſterious efficacy, in the different aſpect 
of the ſtars, or the various conjunction and oppoſi- 
tion of the planets. —Let thoſe who are unacquaint- 
ed with the ſure word of revelation, give ear to 
' theſe ſons of deluſion, and dealers in conceit. For 
my part, it is a queſtion of indifference to me, whe- 
ther the conſtellations ſhone with ſmiles, or loured 
in frowns, on the hour of my nativity. Let CHRIST 
be my guard; and, ſecure in ſuch a protection, 
I would laugh at their impotent menaces. Let 
CHRIST be my N and J ſhall ſcorn to aſk, as 
well as deſpair of receiving any predictory informa- 
tion from ſuch ſenſeleſs maſſes. —W hat !' ſhall * the 
living ſeek to the dead?“ * Can theſe bodies ad- 
vertiſe me of future events, which are unconſcious 
of their own exiſtence ? Shall I have recourſe to 
dull, unintelligent matter, when I may apply to that 
' all-wiſe Being, who, with one comprehenſive glance, 
diſtinctly views whatever is lodged in the boſom of 
immenſity, or forming in the womb of futurity ?— 
- Never, never will I ſearch for any intimations of 
my fate ; but often trace my Creator's foorteps, d in 
lia, viii. 19... | 3 8 
b © It is moſt becoming” (ſays a great author) *©* fuch imperfect 
« creatures as we are. to contemplate the works of Gop, with hie 
&« deſign, that we may diſcern the manifeſtations of wiſdom in 
et them; and thereby excite in onrſelves thoſe devout affections, 
« and that ſuperlative reſpect, which is the very eſſence of praiſe, 
4 as it is a reaſonable aud moral ſervice.”---ABERNETHY on the At- 
tribute. And, indeed, if we ar. ſincerely diſpoied to employ ourtclves 


in this excellent, this delightful duty of prailing the infinite 3 ; 


THE STARRT HEAVENS. 93 


Fondler ſtarry plains. In the former cafe, they would 
e teachers of lies; in the latter, they are, oracles of 
truth? In this therefore, this ſenſe only, I profeſs 
myſelf the pupil of the ſtars. eee 
i :-74 94 . \ $7 2p; C40 7751 3 
The- vulgar: are apprehenſive: of nothing more, 
than a mukitude of bright pangles dropt over the 
Ethereal blue. They have no higher notion of theſe 
fine appearances, than that they are ſo. many golden 
ſtuds, with which the empyrean arch is decorated. 
—But ſtudious minds, that earry a more accurate 
and ſtrict inquiry among the celeſtial bodies, bring 
back advices of a molt aſtoniſhing import. Let me 
juſt recollect the mot material of thoſe fupendeust 
diſcoverits, in order to furniſh out proper ſubjeQs 
for contemplation. And let the unlearned remem« 
ber, That the ſcene I am going to diſplay, is the 
workmanſhip of that incomprehenfible Gop, who 
is © perfect in knowledge, and mighty in power; 
whoſe name, whoſe nature, and all whoſe operations, 
are „ great and marvellous;“ who fummons imo 
being, with equal eaſe, a ſingle grain, or ten thou- 
ſand worlds. — To this if we continually advert, the 
aſſertions, though they will certainly excite our ad- 
miration, need not tranſcend our be/ef. 


The earth is, in fact, a round body; however 
it may ſeem, in ſome parts, to be ſunk into vales, 
| and 


the meaxs and the motives are both at hand. His works, in a won- 
derful and inſtructive variety, preſent themſelves, with pregnant ma- 
nifeſtations of the moſt tranſcendent excellencies of their Maker. 
They pour their evidence from all quarters, and into all the avenues 
of the mind. They invite us, eſpecially in the magnificent ſyſtem 
of the univerſe, to contemplate=-counjel conſummately wite, and 6xe- 
aulion inimitably perfect; p tr, to Which nothing is impoſſible, 
Land geodneſs, which extendeth to all, which endureth for ever. 
To give, not a full diſplay, but only fome light frictures, of theis 
glorious truths, is the principal ſcope of the ilowing remarks, 


LS 
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and raiſed into hills; © in other parts, to be ſpread 
into a ſpacious plain, extending to the confines of the 
Heavens, or terminated by the waters of the ocean. 
— We may fancy, that it has deep foundations, and 
reſts upon ſome prodigiouſly ſolid baſis. But it is 
pendent in. the wide tranſpicuous æther, without 
any viſible cauſe to uphold it from above, or ſu 
port it from beneath. - It may ſeem to be ſedentary 
in its attitude, and motionleſs in its ſituation. But 
it is continually /az/ing d through the depths of the 
ſky ; and, in the ſpace of twelve months, finiſhes the 
mighty voyage. Which periodical rotation produces 
the ſeaſons, and completes the year. As it pro- 
ceeds in the annual circuit, it pin, upon its own 
centre; and turns its ſides, alternately, to the foun- 
. tain of light. By which means, the day dawns in 
one hemiſphere ; while the night ſucceeds in the o- 
ther. Without this expedient, one part of its re- 
ou would, during half the great revolution, be 
corched with exceſſive heat, or languiſh under an 
unintermitted glare: while the other, expoſed to the 
- contrary extremes, would be frozen to ice, and buried 


under a long oppreſſion of diſmal and deſtructive 
- Barknels. 185 


= 


© A learned writer, I think, Dr Derham, has fomewhere an oh- 
fervation to this purpoſe : — That the loftieſt ſummits of hills, and 
the moſt enormous ridges of mountains, are no real objection to the 
globular or round form of the earth. Becavſe, however they may ren- 
der it, to our limited ſight, vaſtly uneven and protuberant ; yet, they 
bear no more proportion to the entire ſurface of the terraqueous ball, 
than a particle of duſt, caſually dropt on the mathematician's globe, 
bears to its whole circumference. Conſequently, the rotund figure is 
no more deſtroyed in the former caſe, than in the latter.---On the 
ſame principle, I have not thought it neceſſary to take any notice of 
the comparatively ſmall difference between the polar and equatorial 
diameter of the earth. 8h ji 


d With what amazing ſped, this veſſel (if I may carry on the al- 

luſion) filled with a multitude of nations, and freighted with all their 

poſſeſſions, makes her way through the zthereal ſpace ; fee p. 122+ 
ih date. | 
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cannot forbear taking notice, that, in this com- 
pound motion of the earth, the one never interferes 
with the other, but both are perfectly compatible. 
Is it not thus with the precepts of religion, and the 
needful affairs of the preſent life; not excepting 
even the innocent gratifications of our appetites? 
Some, I believe, are apt to imagine, that they muſt re- 
nounce fociety, if they devote themſelves to CRRILIST, 
and abandon all the ſatisfactions of this world, if 
they once become zealous candidates for the felicity 
of another. —Bur this is a very miſtaken notion, or 
elſe a very injurious repreſentation, of the doctrine .__ 
which is according to godlineſs. It was never in= , 
tended to drive men into deſerts; but to lead them 
through the peaceful and pleaſant paths of wiſdom, 
into the bliſsful regions of life eternal. It was never 
intended to ſtrike off the wheels of buſineſs, or cut 
in ſunder the finews of induſtry ; but rather to make 
men induſtrious, from a principle of conſcience, not 
from the inſtigations of avarice ; that ſo they may 
promote. their immortal happineſs,. even while they 
provide for their temporal maintenance. It has no 
deſign to extirpate our paſſions, but only to reſtrain © 
their irregularities z neither would it extinguiſh the 
delights of ſenſe, but prevent them from evaporating 
into wanity, and ſubſiding into gall. -A perſon may 
be cheerful among his friends, and yet joyful in Gop. 
He may taſte the ſweets of his earthly eſtate z and, at 
the ſame time, cheriſh his hopes of a nobler inheri- 
tance in heaven. The trader may proſecute the de- 
mands of commerce, without neglecting to nego- 
tiate the affairs of his ſalvation. The warrior may 
wear his ſword; may draw, in a juſt cauſe, that 
murderous weapon; yet be a good ſoldier of Jzsus 
_ CuarisrT, and obtain the crown that fadeth not away. 
The parent may Jay up a competent portion for his 
| Pn F ES children, 
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ehildren, and not forfeit his- title tothe treaſures, 

either of grace or of glory. —80 far is Chriſtianity 
from obſtructing any valuable intereſt, or withhold- 
ing any real pleaſure; that it improves the one, and 
advances the other. Juſt as the diurnal and annual 
motions are fo far from claſbing, that they entirely 
accord, and, inftead of being deſtructive of each 
other, by mutually blending their effects, they give 
proportion and harmony to time, fertility and innu- 
merable benefits to nature. 


To us, who dwell on its ſurface, the earth is by 
far the myſt extenſive orb, that our eyes can, any 
. where, behold. It is alſo clothed with verdure; 
diſtinguiſhed by trees; and adorned with a variety 
of beautiful decorations. Whereas, to a ſpectator 
placed on one of the planets, it wears an uniform 
aſpect; looks all luminous, and no larger than a 
ſpot. To beings, who dwell. ar ſtill greater diſ- 
tances, it entirely diſappears.—That which we call, 
alternately, the morning and the evening ſtar ; as 
in one part of her orbit, ſhe rides foremoſt in the 
proceſſion of night; in the other, uſhers in and 
anticipates the dawn: is a planetary world. Which, 
with the four others, that ſo wonderfully vary their 
myſtic dance, are in themſelves dark bodies, and 
ſhine only by reflection; have fields, and ſeas, and 
ſkies, of their own; are furniſhed with all accom- 
- modations for, animal ſubſiſtence, and are ſuppoſed 
to be the abodes of intellectual life. All which, to- 
-gether with this our earthly habitation, are depend- 
ent on that grand diſpenſer of divine munificence, 
- the ſun; receive their, light from the diſtribution of 
his rays, and derive their comforts from his benign 
agency. | | 


TE The-/ur, which ſeems to perform its daily ſtages 
| | | through 
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through the ſky, is, in this reſpect,“ fxed and im- 
moveable. It is the great axle of heaven, about 
which the globe we inhabit, and other more ſpacious 
orbs, wheel their ſtated courſes. —The ſun, though, 
ſeemingly ſmalier than the dial it illuminates, is a- 
bundantly /arger b than this whole earth ; on which 
{0 many lofty mountains riſe, and ſuch vaſt oceans 
roll. A line, extending from ſide to fide, through 
the centre of that reſplendent orb, would meaſure 
more than eight hundred thouſand miles: a girdle, 
formed to go round its circumference, would re- 
quire a length of millions: were its ſolid contents 
to be eſtimated, the account would overwhelm our 
underſtanding, and be almoſt beyond the power of 
language to expreſs. *—Are we ſtariled at theſe re- 
ports of philoſophy ? Are we ready to cry out, in a 
tranſport of ſurprize, How mighty is the Being, who 
kindled ſuch a prodigious fire; and keeps alive, from 
age to age, fuch an cnormous maſs of flame ?—Let 
us attend our philoſophic guides, and we ſhall be 
brought acquainted with ſpeculations more eularged 


and more amazing. =. 

This fun, with all its attendant planets, is but a 
very little part of the grand machine of the univerſe. 
Every far, though in appearance no bigger thau 
the diamond that glitters upon a lady's ring, is really 

Vol. II. % a 


a 1 ſay, in thi; re{pe7; that I may not ſeem to forget or exclade 
the revolution of the fun round its own axis. | Wo 


b A hunitred thouſand times, according to the love reckoning, | 
vx Ihe Newton computes the ſun to be 900,009 times bigger than 
the earth. Retigious DPoilofn pier, p. 749. 


© Dr Derham, after having calculated the dimenſions of the pla- 
nets, adds, © Amazing as theſe maſſes are, they are all far outdone 
© by that ſtupendous globe. of light, the ſung which, as it is the 
© fountain of light and heat, to all the planets about it, fo doth it 
far ſurpats them all in its bulk; its apparent diameter, being com- 
puted at $22,748 Engliſh miles, its ambit at 2,582,873 miles, and 
* 


its ſolid contents at 290,971, O00, ooo. Oo 


ce 


10 


3 . 
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a vaſt globe, like the ſun in ſize, and in glory; no 
leſs ſpacious, no leſs luminous, than the radiant 
ſource of day. So that every ſtar is, not barely 
a world, but the centre of a magnificent ſyſtem z has 
a rctinue of worlds, irradiated by its beams, and 
revolving round its attractive influence. All which 
are loſt to our ſight, in unmeaſurable wilds of ther. 
hat the ſtars appear like fo many diminutive, 
and ſcarce diſtinguiſhable paints, is owing to their 
immenſe and inconceivable diſtance. Immenſe and 
inconceivable indeed it is; ſince a ball, ſhot from 
the loaded cannon, and flying with unabated rapidity, 
muſt travel, at this impetuous rate, almoſt ſeven 
hundred thouſand years, © before it could reach the 
zieareſt of thoſe twinkling luminaries, | 
Can any thing be more wonderful than theſe ob- 
ſervations? Yes: there are truths far more ſtu- 
pendous; there are ſcenes far more extenſive. As 
there is no end of the almighty Maker's greatneſs ; 
ſo no imagination can ſet limits to his creating hand. 
Could you ſoar beyond the moon, and paſs through 
all the planetary choir; could you wing your way 
to the higheſt apparent ſtar, and take your ſtand on 
one of thoſe loftieſt pinnacles of heaven: you would, 
there, ſee: other ſtics expanded; anther, ſun diſtri- 
buting his inexhauſtible beams by day; other flars 
that gild the horrors of the alternate night, and 
sther, * perhaps beer ene, eſtabliſhed 3 eſta- 
Þliſhed, in unknown, protuiign, through the bound- 
leſs.dimenſions of ſpace.—— Nor does the dominion 
of the univerſal Sovereigu terminate ere. Even 
4 | n e +1451 B&G 


» * 
* 


e See Religious Philoſopher, p. 819. = 

I See Afro-Theology, Book II. ch. ii.——where the author, having 
aſgncd various reaſons to ſupport this theory of our modern aftironomere, 
adds,-** Beſides the fore-mentioned ſtrong probabilities, we have 
this farther recommendation of ſuch an account of, the univerſe, 
„that it is far more magnificent, and worthy of the infinite Creator, 
, than any othér of Ahe garrower {cliemes.”? 
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at the end of this vaſt tour, you would find yourſelf 


advanced no farther than the ſuburbs of creation; 


arrived only at the frontiers of the great IEHOvAnH's 
kingdom. £ | | 

And do they tell me, that the ſun, the moon, and 
all the planets, are but a little part of His works ? 
Heu great, then, are his figns ! and how mighty are 
his wonders !® And if fo, what is the CREATOR 
himſelf! How far exalted above all praiſe! who 
is ſo high, that he looks down on the higheſt of 


theſe dazzling ſpheres, and ſees even the ſummit, 


of creation in a vale; ſo grea?, that this prodi- 
gious extent of ſpace is but a point in his preſence z 
and all this confluence of worlds, as the lighteſt 
atom, that fluctuates in air, and ſports in the merit» 
dian ray, | 


I 2 | Thou 


8 Job, after a moſt beautiful diſſertation on the mighty works of 
God, as they are diitributed through univerſal nature, from the 
heights of heaven, to the very depths of hell, cloſes the magnificent, 


account with this acknowledgment; Zo! theſe are parts of bis” 


wways. Or, as the original word more literally ſignifies, and may, L 
think, be more elegantly rendered: Theſe are only the ſtiris, the 
very uttermoſt borders of his works; no more than a ſmall preface 
to the immenſe volume of the creation. From the Hebrew 9 
extremitates, I cannot forbcar thinking on the extreme and very atte- 
nuated fibres of the root, when compared with the whole ſubſtance 
of the trunk; or on the exquiſitely ſmall ſize of the capillary veſlels, 


when compared with the whole ſtructure of the bedy. Job xxvi. 


14. | 
h Dan. iv. 3. D 


i This puts me in mind of a os fine remark on a ſeriptura! 
c 


beauty, and a ſolid correction of t 


common tranſlation, made 
by that learned, ſagacious, and devont expoſitor Vitringa.—lIfa. _ 
xl. T5. We find it written of the Supreme Being, that he taketS 


1% the iſles as a very little thing, Which, our critic obſerves, is neithes 


anſwerable to the import of the original, nor confonant to the 
ſtructure of the diſcourſe. The prophet had no intention to inform 
mankind, what the Almighty could de, with regard to the iſlands, 


if he pleaſed to exert uncontroulable power. His deſign was ta 


ſhew, how inſignificant, or rather, what mere nothings they are, 
in his eſteem, and before bis Majeſty.---The iflands, ſays he, though 
fo ſpacicus, às to affœd room for the erection of kingdoms, and the 

8 | _ bade 


— 
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Thou moſt ſublime and incomprchenſibly glorious 
God, how am I overwhelmed with awe ! how funk 
into the loweſt proſtration of mind ! when I conſider 
thy © excel/ent greatneſs,” and my own utter inſigni— 
ficancy l- And have I, exceflively mean as Iam, 
have I entertained any conceited apprebenſions of my— 
felf? Have I felt the leaſt elatement of thought, 
in the preſence of ſo majeſtic and adorable a Being? 
How ſhould this wound me with ſorrow, and cover 
me with confuſion IO my GOD, was I poſſeſſed 
of all the high perfe@7ons, which accompliſh and 
adorn the angels of light; amid{t all theſe noble en- 
dowments, I would fall down in the deepeſt abaſement 
at thy feet. Loſt in the infinitely fuperior blaze of 
thy uncreated glories, I would confeſs myſelf to be 
nothing, to be leſs than nothing, and vanity. How 
much more ought I to maintain the mot unfeigned 
Humiliation, before thy Divine Majeſty, who am not 
only duit and aſhes, but a compound of ignorance, 
. ImperfeCtion, and depravity |! 


While, beholding this vaſt expanſe, I learn my 
own extreme meanneſs, I would alſo diſcover the 
abject littleneſs of all terręſtrial things. What is 
the earth, with all her oftentatious ſcenes, compared 
with this aſtoniſhing grand furniture of the ikies ? 
What, but a dim ect, hardly perceivable in the 
map of the univerſe? ' It is obſerved by a very 

| _ judicious 
e bode of nations; tliough ſo frm, as to withſtand, for many thor- 
ſands of years, the raging and reiterated aſſaults of the whole wi- 
$ery world; are yet, beſore the adored ſeuovan, ſmall us the m. 


 guteſt grain, which the eye can ſearce diſcern ! 4% as the feather- 
ed mote, which, the Jeaſt breath hurries away like a_tempelt.—- 


Gt) 272 N Viſulæ ſunt ut le ve ui,. quod av at. The deep 


Footed iſands are as the volatile otom, which, by the gent leſt undulas. 
Kions ot the air, is waſted fo and fro in perpetual agitation. MES 4 
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judicious writer *, That if the ſun himſelf, which 
enlightens this part of the creation, was extinguith= 
ed; and all the hoſt of planetary worlds, which 
move about him, were annihilated ; they would not 
be miſſed, by an eye that can take in the whole com- 
paſs of nature, any more than a grain of ſand upon 
the ſea-ſhore. The bulk of which they conſiſt, and 
the ſpace which they occupy, is fo exceedingly little 
in compariſon of ha whole, that their loſs would, 
ſcarce leave a blank in the immenſity of Gop's works. 
If then, not our globe only, but this whole ſyſtem, 
be ſo very diminutive; what is a kingdom, or a 
country? What are a'few /»rd/bips, or the fo much 
admired patrimonies of thoſe who are ſtyled wealthy? 

When I meaſure them with my own little pittance, 
they ſwell into proud and bloated dimenſions. But, 
when TI take the univerſe for my ſtandard, how fcanty 
is their ſize, how contemptible their figure! They 

thrink into pompous nothings !. | | 
When the keen-eyed eagle foars above all the fea» 
thered race, and leaves their very fight below; when 
ſhe wings her way with direct aſcent, up the ſteep of 
heaven; and, ſteadily gazing on the meridian ſun, 
accounts its beaming ſplendors all her own : does the 
then regard, with any ſolicitude, the nete that is fly- 
ing in the air, or the dt which ſhe ſhook from her 
feet? And, ſhall this eternal mind, which is capa- 
ble of contemplating its Creator's glory; which is 
intended to enjoy the viſions of his countenance z 
ſhall this eternal mind, endued with ſuch great capa- 
cities, and made for ſuch exalted ends, be fo gnztly 
ambitious, as to ſigh for the tinſels of ſtate; or ſo 
Poorly covetous, as to graſp after ample territories on n 
ee, e e | needle's 


8 Spect. Vol. VIII. No. 565. 


n TJuvat inter ſidera vagantem divil em favimenta ridere, et tetam cums 
% ſuo terram. | SENECA, | 


i Terrelle grandia inania. Warr's Hor. Lys, 
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needle's point No; uvver the influence of fuch 
_ eonfiderations, I feel my ſentiments expand, and my 
wiſhes acquire a turn of t{ublimity. My throbbing 
deſires after worldiy grandeur die away; and I find 
mylelf, it not poſſefſed of power, yet ſuperior to its 
charms.— Too long, muſt I own, have my affections 
been pinioned by vanity, and immured in this earthly 
clod. But theſe thoughts break 1 m5 ty d -. theſe 
objects open the door of liberty. y ſoul, fired by 
ſuch noble profpects, weighs anchor from this little 
nook, and coalls. no longer about its contracted 
ſhores ; dotes no longer on its painted ſhells. The 
immenſity of things is her range; and an z/inity of 
bliſs is her aim. | 


Behold this immenſe expanſe, and admire the c217- 
deſcenſion of thy Gop.—In this manner, an inſpired 
and princely aſtronomer improved his ſurvey of the 
nocturnal heavens. When | confider the heavens, ever 
the works of thy fingers, the moon and the flars which 
thou haft ordained ; J am ſmitten with wonder at thy 
glory, and cry out in a tranſport of gratitude, LORD, 
Tuhat is man, that thou art mindful cf him er the ſen 
of man, that thou wvijiteſt him © ? © How amazing, how 
% charming, is that divine benignity, which is pleaſed 
4 to bow down its ſacred regards to ſo fooliſh and 
« worthleſs a creature | yea, diſdains not, from the 
4 height of infinite exaltation, to extend its kind pro- 
« yidential care, to our moſt minute concerns. — This 
« ig amazing. But, that the everlaſting Sovereign 
„ ſhould give his Son to be made {Icſh, and to become 

| our 


Þ The ſoul of man was made to walk the ſkies, 
Delightful outlet of her priſon here! 
There, diſincumber'd from her chains, the t ies 
Of toys terreſtrial, ſhe can rove at large ; 
There freely can reſpire, dilate, extend, 
In full proportion let looſe all her powers. | 
| NjcuT-TworGiits, No. I 
* Plalm viü. 3, 4- 


x © 
* : a . 
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cc our Saviour: ſhall I c-11 it a miracle of condeſcend- 
« ing goodneſs! Rather, what are all miracles, what 
© are all myſteries, to this ineffable gift!“ 

Had the brighte/} archangel een commiſſioned 
to come down, with the olise-branch of peace in 
his hand, ſigniſying his eternal Maker's readineſs 
to be reconciled ; on our bended knecs, with tears 
of joy, and a torrent of thankſulneſs, we ought to 
have received the tranſporting news. But when, 
inſtead of ſuch an angelic envoy, he ſends his 15 
begotten Sin, his Son beyond all thought illuſtrious, 
to make us the great overture :—ſends him from 
the © habitation of his holineſs and glory,” to put 
on the infirmicies of mortality, and dwell in a ta- 
bernacle of clay: — ſends him, not barely to make 
us a tranhent viſit, but to abide many years in our 
inferior and miſerable world: — ſends him, not to ex- 
erciſe dominion over monarchs, but to wear out his 
life in the ignoble ſorm of a ſervant ; and, at laſt, 
to make his exit under the infamous character of a 
malefactir ! Was ever love like this? Did ever 
grace ſtoop ſo low ? - Should the ſun be ſhorn - 

| al 


k This reminds me of a very noble piece of ſacred oratory, where, 
in a fine ſeries of the moſt beautiful gradations, the apoſtle diſplays 
the admirable condeſcending kindnets of our Saviour. He thought 
it no robbery, it was his ind{putable right, zo be equal 23th the inñnſte, 
ſelf-cxiſtent, immortal GOD. Fe, in mercy to finners, be emptied” 
Limſelf of the incommunicable honours, ard laid aſide the roves of in- 
comprehenſible zlory.—When he entered upon his mediatorial ſtate, 
inſtead of acting in the great capacity of univerſal Sovereign, he too 
jon him the form of a ſervant: and not the form of thoſe miniſtering. 
ſpirits, { whoſc duty is diguity itſelf, who are throned, though adoring. 
He tpk not on him the nature of angels, but ſtooped incomparably, 
lower * a body of animated duſt, and was made in the lilengſi of 
men 5. ole inferior and depraved creatures.— Aſtoniſhing condeſcen= 
hom-? but not ſufficient for the overflowing richneſs of the Redeemer's 
love. For, being found in faſhion as a man, Je humbled himſelf farther 
ſtill : occupied the loweſt place, where all was low and ignoble. He 
not only ſubmitted to the yoke of the law, but alſo bore the infirmi- 


OA 
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all his radiant honours, and degraded into a cled of 
the valleys; ſhould all the dignitaries of heaven be 
depoſed from their thrones, and degenerated into in- 
{as of a day; great, great would be the abaſement : 

ut n:thing to thine, moſt bleſſed Jesvs ; nathing to 
thine, thou Prince of Peace; when, for us men, and 
for our ſalvation, thou didſt not abhor the coarſe ac- 
commodations of the manger ; thou didſt not decline 
even the gloomy horrors of the grave. 

"[is well, the ſacred oracles have given this doc-" 
trine the moſt explicit confirmation, and evidence 
quite inconteſtable. Otherwiſe a favour fo undeſery- 
ed, ſo unexpected, and rich, beyond all imagination, 
might ſtagger Our belief. og He, who launches 


ö 
| 


all theſe planetary globes, through the illimitable 


void ; and leads them on, from age to age, in their 
extenfive career; could HE reſign his hands, to be 
confined by the. girding cord, and his back to be 
plougked by the bloody ſcourge ?—Could He, who 
crowns all the ſtars with inextinguiſhable brightneſs ; 
be himſelf defiled with /pifting, and disfigured with 
the thorny ſcar | It is the greateſt of wonders, and 
yet the ſureſt of truths. 

O! ye mighty orbs, that roll along the ſpaces of 
the tky ; I wondered, a little while ago, at your vaſt 
dimenſions, and ample circuits. But now my a- 
mazement ceaſes; or rather is entirely ſwallowed 
up by a much more ſtupendous ſubject. Methinks 
your enormous bulk is ſhrivelled to an atom; your 
prodigious revolutions are contracted to a pan 


while I muſe upon the far more elevated heights, 
| and 


ties, and miniſtered to the neceſſities, of mortals. He even waſhed 
the feet of others, and had not where to lay his own head.—Yea, he 
carried his meritorious humiliation to the very deepeſt degrees of poſ- 
ſible abaſement. He became obedient unto the death ,—and not to a com- 
mon or natural death, but a death more infamous than the gibbet; 
more torturous than che ck -even Ile àccurſed death of the wy mg 
ii. 6, 7. 8. 


/ 


i 
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and unfathomable depths; the infinitely more ex- 


tended lengths, and unlimited breadths, of this love 
of GOD in CHRIST JESUS. e 


Contemplating this ſtately expanſe, I ſee a mirror, 
which repreſents, in the moſt awful colours, the 


heinouſneſs of human guilt.— — Ten thiufand volumes, 
wrote on-purpoſe to diſplay the aggravations of my 


various acts of diſobedience, could not ſo effectually 
convince me of their inconceivable enormity, as the 
conſideration of that a/l-g/ricus pern; h who, to 
make an atonement for them, ſpilt the laſt drop of 
his blood. I have ſinned, may every child of Adam 
tay 3 and what ſpall 1 ds nite thee, O thou obſerver of 
men ?i Shall I give my you born for my tranſoreſſion, 
the fruit of. my bedy for the fin of my foul * Vain com- 


mutation! and ſuch as would be rejected by the 


bleſſed Gop, with the utmoſt abhorrence.— Will alt 
the patentates, that ſway the ſceptre in a thouſand 
kingdoms, devote their royal and honoured lives, to. 
reſcue an obnoxious creature from the ſtroke of ven- 
geance? Alas! it muſt colt more, incomparably 
more, to expiate the malignity of tin, and fave a- 
guilty wretch from hel}.-— Will all the principalities 
of heaven be content to aſſume my nature} and reſign 
themſelves | to death for my pardon? * Even this 
| would 

x * iii. 18, 19. 
h 2 gui que altins aſcendit in agnitione Cn RFSTI, o Preſundius Per- 

cal. 4280 geit atem cagnoſcet 
i Job vii. 20, Not preſerver, as it ſtands in our verſion, but ob- 
er der of men. Which phraſe, as it denotes. the exact and irceſſant 


ind. Hion of the divine eye; as it intimates the abſolute impoſſibility, | 
that ary tranſg;efſion ſhould eſcape the divine notice; is 8 | 


moſt proper, both to alien the regfen, and heighten the ene of 


the conte t. 

k Milte ſets this thought. in a very poetical and ſtriking light. 
— All the ſanctities of heaven ſtand round the throne of the ſu- 
eme Majeſty. GoD forcices and forctels che fall of man; the ruin 
W nich wilt unavoidably enfus on his tranſgreſſion; and the utter i- 


tf bitigg 
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would be too mean a ſatisfaction for inexorable juf- 
tice; too ſcanty a reparation of Gop's injured ho- 
nour. 80 flagrant is human guilt, chat nothing but 
a victim of infinite dignity could conſtitute an ade- 
- quate propitiation.— le who ſaid, “ Let there, be 
“light, and there was light ;” Let there be a firma- 
ment, and immediately the blue curtains floated in 
the (ky ; Ze muſt take fleſh; HE muſt feel the fierce 
torments of crucifixion 3 and pour out his ſoul in 
agonies, if ever ſuch tranſgreſſors are pardoned. 
How vaſt is that debt, which all the wealth of 
both the 1ndies cannot diſcharge! How vitiated that 
habit of body, which all the drugs produced by 
nature herſelf, cannot rectify ! But how much more 
ruined was thy condition, O my ſoul! how much 
more 


o/ſibility of his being able to extricate himſelf from the abyſs of 
milery. 


He, with his whole poſterity, muſt die; 
Die he, or juſtice muſt 3 unlets for him 
Some other able, and as willing, pay 
The rigid ſatisfaction, death for death. 


After which affecting repreſentation, intending to raiſe the moſt ten- 
der emotions of pity ; the following inquiry is addreſſed to all the 
ſurrounding angels. 


Say, heav'nly pow'rs, where ſhall we find ſuch love ? 
Whiclr of you will be mortal, to redeem 

Man' s mortal crime? and die, the dead to fave ? 

He aſk'd; but all the heav'nly choir ſtood mute, 


* Glence was in hcav'n. ——— 


There i is, to me, at leaſt, an inin itable ſpirit * 3 in the lat 
eircumſtance.- That fach an ſnoumcrable: multitude of gcnercus and 
compaſſionate beings, ſhonld be (truck dumb with ſurpriſe and terror, 
at the very mention of the deadly forfeiture and ranſom ſet ! No lan- 
guage is ſo eloquent as this ſilence. Words could not poſſibly have ex- 
-preticd, in ſo emphatical a manner, the dreadſil nature of the talk ; 
the el/olute inability of avy or all creatures to execute it; the ſaper- 
eminent and matehle/s love of the eternal Son, in undertaking the 
tremendous work; not only without reluctance, but unſought and 
naimplored: with readineſs, alacrity, and delight." 

Par. Loft, Book III. ** edit. Bent). 


Ic * . 


* 
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more heinous were thy crimes! Since nothing leſs 
than the ſufferings and death of Meſſiah, the Son of 
Gov, and radiant image of his glory, could effect 
thy recovery, or cancel thy iniquity. — Though, per- 
haps, thou art not ſunk fo very deep in pollution, as 
ſome of the moſt abandoned profligates; yet remem- 
ber the ineſtimable ranſom paid to redeem thee from- 
everlaſting deſtruction. Remember this, and © never 
open thy mouth any more ,“ either to murmur at 
the divine chaſtiſements, or to glory in thy own at- 
tainments. Remember this; and even, “ /athe thy- 
„ ſelf b for the multitude of thy provocations,” and 
, THO THOTE RO RITy : 


Once more; let me view this beautiful, this mag- 
niſicent expanſe; and conceive ſome juſter” appre- 
henſions of the unknown richneſs of my Saviour's 
atonement. ] am informed, by a writer who cannot 
miſtake, that the High-Prieſt of my profeſſion, who 
was alſo the ſacrifice for my fins, is higher than the 
heavens ©; more exalted in dignity, more bright with- 
glory, than all the heayenty 'mankons, and all their. 
illuſtrious inhabitants. If my heart was humbled 
at the conſideration of its exceſſive guilt, how do 
all my drooping powers revive at this delightful 
thought! The poor criminal, that ſeemed to be 
zotterivig on the very brink of the infernal pit, is 
raiſed, by ſuch a belief, even to the portals of para- 
diſe. My felt- abaſement, Itruſt, will alw ays con- 
tinue; but my fears, under the influence of, ſuch a 
conviction, are quite gone 4. I do not, I cannct 
e „ doubt 

a Exck. avi. 63. b Ezck: xxxvi. 37. © Heb. vii. 26. 

d ] am ſorry to find, that ſome of my readers were a little diſguſt» 
ed at this expreſſion, ** Ay fears are guite gone ;* as thinking it diſce- 
vered a tincture of arrogance in the writer, and tending to diſcourage 
the weak Chriſtian. But, hope, a more mature conſideration will 
acquit me from both theſe charges. —-For, hat has the author ſaid? 
are that at ſome pecaliurly Baff moments, whep the Holy 3 
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doubt the eſſicacy of this propitiation. hie I fee 4. 
glimpſe of its matchleſs excellency, and verily believe 
myſelf intereſted. in its merits; I know not what it 
is to feel any miſgiving ſuſpicions z, but am ſtedſaſt in 
faith, and joy ful through hope. | 

Be my iniquities like debts of millions of talents, 
here js more than full payment ſor all that prodigious, 
| ſym. Let the enemy of mankind, and accuſer, of 
the brethren, load me with invective.; ; this one plea, 
A divine Redeemer died, moſt, thoroughly quaſhes 
every indictment. For, though there be much tur- 
pitude, and manifold tranſgreſſions, © there is no 
« condemnation to thoſe that are in CurisT IEsus.“ 
—— Nay, were I chargeable with all the vileſt deeds 
which ave. been committed, in every age of the 
world, by every nation of men ; z even in this moſt 
deplorable caſe, I need not fink into deſpair. Even 
ſuch guilt, though grievous beyond all expreſ- 
Hon, is not to be compared with that abundance 
of grace and righteouſneſs which dwell in the in- 
carnate Divinity. —How great, how tranſcendently 
glorious, are the perfeftons of the adored JEno- 
van! 80 great, ſo ſuperlatively precious, is the 
expiation of the dying Jesvs. 'Tis impoſſible ſor 
the human mind to exa/t this atonement * too high- 


ly; 


bears witneſs of CnrisT in his heart, and he is favoured with a 
glimpſe of the Redcemer's matchleſs excellence y,---that, in theſe brivbter 
intervals of life, his trembling fears, with regard to the deciſive ſen- 
tence of the great tribunal, are turned into pleating expeAations, 
And what it there in ſuch a declargtion, offenſive to the ,/?ricteft mo- 
deſty, ar diſpiriting to the zee belicver? Inſtead of creating diſ- 
couragement, it points out the way to obtain a ſettled tranquillity. 
Its natural tendency is, to engage the ſcrious mind in a more conſtant 
and attentive. meditation on the unknown merits of the divine Media- 
tor. And, were we more thoroughty acquainted, more deeply alfected, 
with his onutterable digmty; I am pertnaded, our uneaſy apprelien- 
fions would proportionally vaniſh ; our faith be ee our hopes 
brightened, and our joys enlarged. 

8 This doctrine, though rich with conſolution to the elne nter; 


vat, is it not N to open a door tor /icentis Hou %, and embolden' 
dranigrefiors 
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ly; 'tis impoſſible for the HUMBLE PENITENT to con- 
fide in it too ſteadily. The ſcriptures of eternal 
truth have ſaid it, (exult, my ſoul, in the belief of 
it |) that the blood on which we rely, is Gop's own 
blood f ; and therefore all- ſufficient to expiate, omni- 
potent to fave. | 15 5 
David, that egregious ſinner, but more exem- 
plary ſaint, ſeems to have been well acquainted with 
this comfortable truth. What elſe can be the im- 
port of that very remarkable, but moſt devout de- 
elaration? Thou ſhalt purge me 5 with hyſſop, and I 
ſhall be clean ; thou ſhalt waſh me, and I ſhall be whiter 
than ſnow.—* J have been guilty, I muſt confeſs, 
of the moſt complicated and ſhocking crimes : 
« crimes, inflamed by every aggravating circum- 
« ſtance, with regard to myſelf, my neighbour, and 
«© my Gor. My/e/f, who have been bleſſed above 
« men, and the diſtinguiſhed favourite of Provi- 
« dence; my neighbour, who, in the moſt dear and 
tender intereſts, has been irreparably injured ; 
© my Gop, who might juſtly expect the moſt grate- 
„ ful returns of duty, inſtead of ſuch enormous 
« yiolations of his law. Yet, all horrid and exe- 
Vo. II. | X oe s crable 
tranſgreſſors to proſecute their Viexs -No: it is the moſt powers 
ful motive to that genuine repentance, which flows from an unfeigned 
love of God, and operates in a hearty deteſtation of all ſin. One, 
who knew the unmeaſurable goodneſs of the Lorb, and was no 
ftranger to the ſinful perverſeneſs of our nature, ſays, There ts mercy 
with thee : THEREFORE ſoalt thou be feared, Pialm cxxx. 4.— Words, 
full to my purpoſe ; which at once add the higheſt, authority to this 


ſentiment, and direct our mind to its proper iufluence, and due im- 
provement. | 1295 N . 


f Adds xx. 28. ee e e . 


8 Plalm li. 7. Thou ſoalt purge. I prefer this tranſlation. before the 
new one, Becauſe this ſpeaks the language of a more ſtedfaſt belief, 
and gives the higheſt honour to the divine goodneſs. Were the words 
intended to bear no more than the common petitionary ſenſe, and not 
to be expreſſive of a noble plerophory of laith; they would rathey 


have been IN U and 022 imperatives, not Futures. 
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«, crable as my-offence is, it is nothing to the ſuper- 
* abundaut merit of that great Redeemer, who was 


„% promiſed from the foundations of the world; in 


% whom all my fathers truſted; who is the hope of 
all the ends of the earth. Though my conſcience 
« be more loathſome, with adulterous impurity, than 
« the dunghill; though treachery and murder have 
te rendered it eyen. black as the gloom of hell; yet, 
e waſhed in the fountain opened for fin, and for un- 
« gleanneſs , I ſhall be—I ſay not, pure only, this 
«« were a diſparagement to the efficacy of my Savi- 
“ our's death; but I ſhall be fair as the ih, and 


« white as the /now. Nay, let me not derogate 


« from the glorious object of my confidence; cleanſ- 
s ed by this ſoyereign ſanctifying ſtream, I ſhall be 
66 fairer, than the full-blown lily, 4vbzzer than the 
« new. fallen ſnows.” rod F 
' Poaver, ſaith the ſcripture, belongeth unto GOD ®. 
And in what majeſtic lines is this attribute of 
TJenovan written, throughout the whole volume of 
the creation! Eſpecially, through thoſe magnificent 
pages, unfolded in. 1 regions. Which 
are therefore ſtyled, by the ſweet and ſeraphic ſinger 
of Vrael, The firmament of his power e.“ Be- 
cauſe the grand exploits of Omuipotence are there diſ- 
played with the utmoſt pomp, and recorded in the 
moſt legible characters. 

Who, that looks upward to the midnight ſky; 
and, with an eye of reaſon, beholds its rolling won- 
ders; who can forbear inquiring, of what were thoſe 


mighty orbs fermed *——Amazing to relate! they 
were produced without materials. They ſprung from 


emptineſs itſelf. The ſtately fabric of univerſal 
nature emerged out of nothing. — What inſtruments 
were. uſed by the ſupreme Architect, to faſhion 


2 AZcch. alli. 1. b Palm li. 11. © Plalmdl. 1. 


— 
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the parts with ſuch exquiſite niceneſs, and give” fo 
beautiful a poliſh to the whole? How was all con- 
nected into one finely proportioned, and nobly-finiſh- 
ed ſtrufture ?——A bare fiat accompliſhed all. 'LET 
THEM BE, ſaith Gop. He added no more; and im 
mediately the marvellous edifice aroſe, adorned with 
every beauty, diſplaying innumerable perfections, and 
declaring, amidſt enraptured ſeraphs, its great Cre- 
ator's praiſe. By the word of the Loxp were the 
« heavens made, and all the hoſt of them by the 
« breath of his mouth.” = What forceful machine- 
ry fixed ſome of thoſe ponderous globes on an im- 
moveable baſis? What irreſiſtible impulfe bowled 
others through the circuit. of the. heavens ?* What 
coercive energy confined their impetuous courfes with- 
in limits aſtoniſhingly large, yet moſt minutely true? 
Nothing but his ſovereign will. For all things were 
at firſt conſtituted, and all to this day abide," ha Ar, 


“ cording to his ordinan ce. 4 1 
Without any toilſome aliuity} or- Eberiou“ pröi 
ceſs to raiſe to touch to pe ſuch a miultitude of 
immenſe bodies into b:ing to launch them through 
the ſpaces of the ſky, as an arrow from the hand'of 
a giant to impreſs on ſuch vnwicldy maſſes a mo- 
tion far outxipping K 2 ſwiftnels of the winged 


' creation; 


2 If this ooght'1 is admitted a ſecond time, and ſuffered to enn o- | 
ble the next paragraph, it is partly becauſe of its uncquatlcd Sublimity - ; 
partly, becauſe it awakens the moſt grand idea of creating power 3 
and partly, becauſe the practice of the P/alani?, an authority tos 
great to he controverted, is my precedent. — The beautiful ſtanza 
quoted from Pſalm xxxiii. 6. is a proof how thoroughly the royal 
poet entered into che majeſty of the Maſale narration. The repeti- 
tion of the ſentiment, verſe 9, intimates how peculiarly he was charm- 
el with that nelle manner of deſcribing the divine operations; while 8 
the turn of his own compoſition ſheus how perfectly he poſſeſſed the 
fame elevated way of thinking. And this, long before Longinus wrote 
the celebrated treatiſe, wh ich has taught the Heathen, as well as the 


Chriſtian world, to vie the di 247 of the Fewifp legiſlator? 8 ſty fe, 
Fig. Lonoin. ac Sublime, ect. IX. 
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creation; and to continue them in the ſame rapid 
whurl, for thouſands and thouſands of years. What 

nun amazing inſtance of infinite might is this! Can 
1 any thing 1 impoſſible to the Loxb, the LoxD Gon, 
the Creator and Controuler of all the ends of the 
earth, all the regions of the univerſe? Rather, is 
not all that we count di ijficult, perfect eaſe to that 
glorious being, who only ſpake, and the world was 
made? d who only gave command, and the ſtupen- 
dous axle was lodged faſt, the lofty wheels moved 
complete ?—W hat a ſure defence, O my ſoul, is this 
everlaſting ſtrength of thy Gop ! Be this thy conti- 
nual refuge in the article of danger; this _ never- 
failing reſource in every time of need. 

What cannot this uncontroulable power of the 
great JEHovan effect for his people? Be their miſe- 
ries ever ſo galling, cannot this Gop relieve them? 
Be their wants ever ſo numerous, cannot this Goo 
ſupply them? Be their corruptions within, ever ſo 
inveterate; or their temptations without, ever ſo im- 
portunate; cannot this mighty, mighty Gop, ſubdue 
the former, and fortify them againſt the latter? — 
Should trials, with an inceſſant vehemence, ſift thee 
As wheat ; 3 ſhould tribulation, with a weight of woes, 


almoſt 


2 To give one inſtance of this remark.—— The earth, in the diur- 
nal revolution, which it performs on its own axis, e about at 
the rate of about a thouſand miles an hour. And as the great orbit 
which it deſcribes annually round the ſun, is reckoned at 540 millions 
of miles, it muſt travel near a million and a half each day.—— What 
'a force muſt be requiſite to protrude fo valt a globe, and wheel it on, 
loaded as it is with huge mountains and ponderous rocks, at ſuch a 
prodigious degree of rapidity ! It ſurpaſſes human conception. How 
natural, how pertinent, how almoſt neceſſary, after fuch an obſcrva- 
tion, is the acknowledgment made by holy Job! 1 lo that ⁊ uo 
canſl do every thing, and that no thought, no imaginable ſcheme, an be 


=vithbolden from thee, can ly beyond thy power to execute. Chap. 
xii. 2. 


, 


b Pſalm xxxli. 9. 
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almoſt grind thee to powder; ſhould plrafurt)*with 
her bewitching ſmiles, ſolicit thee to-deficious ruin; 


yet © hold thee faſt by Gov,” and lay thy help. upon 
him that is omnipotent © Thou canſt not be involy- 


ed in ſuch calamitous circumſtances, or expoſed tb 
ſuch imminent peril; but thy God, whom thou 
| K 3 5-1 Tetyell, 


f It is a moſt charming dioigtion, as > well a as a moſt 1 
promiſe, which we find in Ifaiah xl. 29, 30, 31. — He giveth power 
fo the feeble ; and to them that have no might at all, be not only impart- 
eth, but incregſeth ſtrengtb; making it to abeund, where it did not ſo 
much as exiſt. Without this aid of Jenoyan,, ever the youths, amidſt 
the very prime of their vigour and activity, ſhall become lenguid in their 
work, and weary in their courſe. And the yo: ung men, to whote-reſolution 
and abilities nothing ſeemed impracticable, ha not only not ſucceed, 
but utterly fall, and miſcarry in their ygriougenterpriſes —— Whereas they 
that wait upon the LORD, and confide in his grace, ſhall preſs on, 
with a generous ardor, from one degree of religions improvement to 
another. Inſtead of exhauſting, they all renew their frength ; diffi- 
culties ſhall animate, and toll invigorate them. E hey Hall mount uþ, 
as with ſoaring wings, above all oppoſition 4 they ſhall be carricd 
through every diſcouragement, as eagles cleave the viclding air. They 
dall run, with ſpeed and alacrity, the way of Gop's commandments, 
and not be'wweary : They fhall'bold on J progredientur, - carpenit iter 
with conſtancy and perſeverance, in thoſe peace ſu paths, and not faint ; 
but arrive at the end of their progreſs, and receive the prize oi their 
high calling. 

To this moſt cheering doctrine, permit me to add its no leſo beautiful 
and delightful e Eliphaz, ſreaking of the enemies of- the 
righteous, ſays, = WoW "N\D5) N NH---which i 1s rendered by a great 
critic in facred learning, Nihil exciſum fetio nobis adverſaria.. We 
thowld reckon our language acquired i felt toletably well, if, when de- 
preciating the abilities of an adverſary, it ſhouſd repreſ-rt them weak 
as the ſcorched thread, feeble as the diſſolving ſmoke; Bu* theſe are coll 
forms of ſpeech, compared with the eloquence of the Eaſt. Accord- 
ing to the genius of our Bible, All the potver that oppoſes the godly is a 
mere nothing; or, to ſpcak with a more empliatical air of contewpt, 

4 defiroyed, an ext:rpated nothing. Admire this expreffion, ye that are- 
charmed with daring 1 images, and (what Tully calls verbum ardens; a 
ſpirited and glowing dition. — Remember this declaration, ye that 
hight the good fight of faith. Che un'ted force of ail your enemies, 
be it ever ſo formidable to the eyes of flesh, is, before yout almighty 


Guardian, nibil nibil;/omum, not only an but 0 77% than nothing om 
vanity. Job xxii. 20. 


* . [4 
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Jerveſt, is able to deliver thee from the one, and to. 

ſupport tha under the other.— To ſupport ! to deli- 
ver, Let me not diſhonour the unlimited preatnefs 
of his power. He is able to exalt thee, from the 
deepeſt diſtreſs, to the moſt triumphant joy; and to 
make even a complication of evils work together for 
thy everlaſting good. He ts able, not only to accom- 
pliſh what IJ have been ſpeaking, but to do weeding 
abundantly above all that wwe can aſk or think. s_ 

O!] the wretched condition of the wicked, who have 
this Loxp of all power for their enemy! O, the 
deſperate madneſs of the «ungodly, who provoke the 
Almighty to jealouſy !—Beſotted creatures! are you 
able to contend with your Maker, and enter the 

liſts againſt incenſed Oganipotence ? Can you bear 
the fierceneſs of his wrath, or ſuſtain the vengeance 

of his lifted arm? At his preſence, though awfully 
ſerene, the hills melt like wax, and the © moun- 

„ tains ſkip like frighted lambs.” At the leaft 

intimation of his diſpleaſure, the foundations of 
nature rock, and the “ pillars of heaven trem- 

„ ble.” How then can a withered leaf endure, 

when „ his lips are full of indignation, and his. 

© tongue as a devouring fire ??——Or, can any thing 

ſcreen a, guilty worm, when the great and IR 
| 0 


8 I ſhould in this place avoid ſwelling the notes any farther, was it 
not to take notice of the inimitable paſſage quoted above, and to be 
found, Epheſians iii. 20.— Which, if I do not greatly miſtake, is the 
moſt complete repreſentation of divine power that it is poſſible for 
words to frame. To do all that out tongue can aff, is a miracle of 
might. But we often think more than we can expreſs, and arr actu- 
ated with ** groanings unutterable.** Yet, to anſwer theſe vaſt deſires, 
is not beyond the accompliſhment of our heavenly Father. Nay, to 
make his gifts and his. bleſſings. commenſurate to the large Pretch of 
human expectations, is a ſmall thing with the Con. of glory. He is 
able to do above all that the moſt enlarged apprehenſion can imagine 
yea, to do abundantly more, exceeding abunigntly more, than the mind. 
elf, in the utmoſt exertion of all its faculties, is capable of wwiftingy. 
kes how to conceive. 
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Gop ſhall whet his glittering ſword, and his hand take 
hold on inexorable judgement ® When that hand, 
which ſhoots the planets, maſſes of exceſſive bulk, 
with ſuch ſurpriſing rapidity, through the ſky : that 
hand, which darts the comets to fuch unmeaſurable 
diſtances, beyond the orbit of our remoteſt planet, 
beyond the purſuit of the ſtrongeſt eye: When THaT 
HAND is ſtretched out to puniſh, ean the munition of 
rocks, the intervention of ſeas, or even interpoſing 
worlds, divert the blow ?—Confider this, Ambition: 
and bow the haughty creſt. Conſider this, Diſebe- 
dience; and bend thy iron finew. O! confider this, 
all ye that forget, or affront, the tremendous Jzmo- 
van. He can, by a ſingle act of his will, lay the 
univerſe in utter ruin; and can he want power to 
bring you, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
to the duſt of death, or to the flames of hell? He 
has I fay not, ten thouſand Jightnings to ſcorch you 
to aſhes; ten thouſand thunders to cruſh you into 
atoms: but, what is unſpeakably more dreadful—he 
has an army of terrors, even in the lot of his angry 
countenance, His very frown is worſe than deſtruc- 

tion. | | 
I cannot diſmiſs this ſubject, without admiring the 
patience of the bleſſed Gop; who, though ſo ſtrong 
and powerful, yet © is provoked every day.” —Surely, 
as is his majeſty, ſo is his mercy ; his pity altogether 
commenſurate to his power. If I vilify but the name 
of an earthly monarch, I loſe my liberty, and am 
$1 _ confined: 


E One of the planets Saturn} is ſuppoſed to be more than ga 
times as big as the globe on which we live. According to the ſame 
calculation, the largeſt of the planets / Jupiter is above 200 times 
vuſter, than this vaſt collection of ſpacious foreſts, towering moun- 
tains, extenſive continents, and boundleſs oceans. — Such enormous 
magaitude ! winged with ſuch prodigious ſpeed ! It raiſes aſtoniſh-- 
ment beyond expreſſion, — With God is terrible majefly ! Job xxxvii. 
22.-—-} bo ſball not fear TREE, O LoRD, and glorify thy name? Revs. 
IV. 4, — 5 
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confined to the dungeon. If I appear in arms, art 
draw the ſword, againlt my national ſovercign; my 
life is forfeited, and my very blood will ſcarce atone 
for the crime. But thee I have diſhonoured, O! 
thou King immo al and inviſible | Againſt thee my 
breaſt has fomented /ecret diſuſfictin; my behaviour 
has riſen up in en rebellian; and yet I am ſpared, 
yet I am preſerved. Inſtead of being banithed from 
thy preſence, I fit at thy table, and am fed from thy 
hand. Inſtead of purſuing me with thundertlts of 
vengeance, thy frvours ſurround me on every ſide. 
That arm, that injured arm, which might juſtly fall, 
with irretrievable ruin, on a traitor's head, is mot. 
gracioufly ſtretched out to careſs him, with the. ten- 
dereſt endearments; to cheriſh him, with every in- 
ſtance of paternal kindneſs !—-O ! thou mightieſt, 
thou beſt of Beings, how am I pained at my very 
foul, for ſuch ſhameful and odious diſingenuity! 
Let me always abominate myſelf, as the baſeſt of 
creatures; but adore that unwearied long-ſuffering of 
thine, , which refuſes to be irritated ; Ive that unre- 
mitted goodnels, which no acts of ingratitude could 
ſtop, or ſo much as check, in its gracious current. 
O! let this ſtubborn heart, which duty could not 
bind, which threatenings could not awe, be the cap— 
tive, the willing captive, of ſuch triumphant bene- 
ficence. Oh 47! 


1 have often been ſtruck with wonder at that al- 
mighty ſkill, which vezghed the mountains in ſcales, 
and the hills in a balance; which pryportioned the 
waters in the hollow of his hand, and adjuffed the 
duſt of the earth k by a meaſure. But how much 
| | og | | more 

h fa, xl. 12. The duft of the earth, in this ſublime ſcripture, ſigni- 


bes the dry land, or % d part of our globe; which is placed in 
| contradiſtinction 
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more marvellous is that magnificent ceconomy which 
poiſed the ſtars with inexpreſſible nicety, and meted 
out the heayens with a ſpan! Where all is prodi- 
gioufly valt ; immenſely various; and yet more than 
mathematically exact. Surely, the w ¹id̃om of (0D 
manifeſts itſelf in the ſkies, and ſhines in thoſe lucid 
orbs; ſhines on the contemplative mind, with a luſtre 
incomparably brighter, than that which their united 
ſplendors tranſmit to the eye. | 


Behold yonder countleſs multitude of globes; 
conſider their amazing magnitude; regard them as 
the ſovereigns of ſo many ſyitems, each accompa=- 
nied with his planetary equipage. Upon this ſup- 
poſition, what a multiplicity of mighty ſpheres muſt 
be perpetually- running their rounds, in the upper 
regions! Yet none miſtake their way, or wander 
from the goal, though they paſs through trackleſs 
and unbounded fields. None fly of from their or- 
bits, into extravagant excurſions z none preſs in ups 
on their centre, with too near an approach. None 
interfere with each other in their perennial paſſage; 
or intercept the kindly communications of another's 

influence. 


contradiſtinction to the whole collection of id matter, mentioned in 
the preceding clauſe. — Perhaps, this remarkable expreſſion may be 
intended to intimate, not only the extreme niceneſs, which ſtated the 
dimenſions of che world in general, or in the groſs ; but alio that ar- 
ticular exafineſs, with which the very ſmallcſt materials, that conſti- 
tute its frame (not excepting each individual atom) were calculated 
and diſpoſed :---g. d. "Tis a imail thing to ſay, No ſuch enormous re- 
dundancies, as unneceſſary ridges of mountains, were ſufſered to ſubs 
liſt. There was not fo much as the leaſt grain of ſand ſuperfluous, or 
a ſingle particle of duſt et As the grand aim of the deſcription 
is, to celebrate the con/ummate wiſzom exemplified in the creation; and 
to diſplay that pere propertioa, with which every part tallies, coin=_ 
cides, and harmonizcs, with the whole: I have taken leave to alter 
the word of our Engliſh tranflation cone, and introduced in its 
ſtcad a term, equally faithful to the Hebrese; and more Genificative 
of the proplict's preciſe idea. 


118 CONTEMPLATIONS ON 
influence d. But all their rotations proceed in eter- 


nal harmony ; keeping ſuch time, and obſerving ſuch 


laws, as are moſt exquiſitely adapted to the perfection 
of the whole. | | 


While I contemplate this “ excellent wiſdom, 
c which made the heavens,” and attunes all their 
motions; how am I abaſhed at that mixture of ar- 
rogance and folly, which has at any time inclined 
me to murmur at thy diſpen/ations, O Logy! What 
is this, but a ſort of implicit treaſon againſt thy 
ſupremacy, and a tacit. denial of thy infinite un- 
derſtanding ?—Haſt thou ſo regularly placed ſuch a 
wonderful diverfity of ſyſtems, through the ſpaces 
of the univerſe ? —Didſt thou, without any proba- 
tionary eflays, without any improving retouches, 
ſpeak them into the moit conſummate perfection? 
—Doſt thou continually ſuperintend all their cir- 
cumſtances, with a ſagacity that never miſtakes the 
minuteſt tittle of propriety? And ſhall I be fo un- 
accountably ſtupid, as to ' queſtion the jr/ine/s of 
thy diſcernment, in “ chooſing my inheritance, and 
fixing the bounds of my habitation ? ”—— Not a 
ſingle erratum, in modelling the ſtructure, deter- 
mining the diſtance ©, and conducting the career of 
unnumbered worlds! And, ſhall my peeviſh humour 

8 preſume 
The interception of light, by means of an eclipſe, happens very 
rarely; and then it is of fo ſhort a continuance, as not to be at all in- 


convenient. Nay, it is attended with ſuch circvas/?axces, as render it 
rather uſeful, than prejudicial. | 


- © 'The ſan in particular (and let this ſerve as a ſpecimen of that 
moſt curious exattnefſs, with which the other ccleſtial bodies are con- 
ſtitoted, and all their circumſtances regulated) the ſan is formed of 
ſuch a determinate magnitude, and placed at ſuch a convenient diſ- 
tance, -- as not to annoy, but only refreſh us, and nouriſh the 
„ground with its kindly warmth, If it was larger, it would ſet the 
% earth on fire; if mailer, it would leave it frozen. If it was nearer 
„us, we ſhould be fcorched to death: if farther from us, we ſhould 
© not be able to live for want of hear.” 


Stackhouſe”, Hiftory of [ho Bibi, 


o 
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preſume to cenſure thy interpoſition, with regard 
to the affairs of one inconſiderable creature; whoſe 
ſtature, in ſuch a comparative view, is leſs than a 
ſpan; and his preſent duration little more than a 
moment ? 

O! thou Gop, “ in whoſe hand my breath is, 
« and whoſe are all my ways,” let ſuch ſentiments 
as now poſſeſs my thoughts, be always lively on my 
heart! Theſe ſhall compoſe my mind into a cheerful 
acquieſcence, and a thankful ſubmiſſion; even when 
afflictions gall the ſenſe, or diſappointments break 
my ſchemes. Then ſhall I, like the grateful patri- 
arch *, in all the changes of my condition, and e- 
ven in the depths of diſtreſs, erect an altar of ador- 
ing reſignation z and inſcribe it with the apoſtle's 
motto, To Gop ONLY VISE. Then, ſhouldit thou 
give me leave to be the carver of my own fortunes, 
I would humbly defire to relinquiſh the grant, and 
recommit the diſpoſal of myſelf to thy unerring be- 
neficence; fully perſuaded, that thy counſels, though 
contrary to my froward inclinations, or even afflic- 
tive to my fleſh, are incomparably more eligible, than 
the blind impulſe of my own will, how ever ſoothing 
to animal nature. 


On a careleſs inſpection, you perceive no accura- 
cy or uniformity in the poſition of the heavenly bo- 
dies. They appear like an y/?1i9us chaos ; a pro- 
miſcuous heap of ſhining globes ; neither ranked in 
order, nor moving by line.— — But what /zems con- 
fuhon, is all yegularity. What carries a ſhow of 
negligence, 1s really the reſult of the moſt maſterly 
. contrivance. You think, perhaps, they rove in 

their aerial flight; but they rove by the niceſt rule, 
and without the leaſt error. Their circvits, though 
— devious; their mazes, though intricate to 


O Ur 
= See Gen. xü. 7, 8, 
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our apprehenſions“; are marked out, not indeed 
with golden compaſies, but by the infinitely more 
exact determinations of the all-wiſe Spirit. 

So, what wears the appearance of calamity, in the 
allotraents appointed for the godly, has really the 
nature of a blefling. It iſſues from fatherly love, 
and will terminate in the richeſt good. If Jeep. is 
ſnatched from the embraces of an indulgent parent, 
and abandoned to ſlavery in a foreign land, it is in 
order to ſave the holy family from periſhing by fa- 
mine; and to preſerve “ the ſeed, in whom all the 
66 nations of the earth ſhould be bleſſed.” If he 
falls into the deepeſt diſgrace, it is on purpoſe that 
He may riſe to the higheſt honours. Even the con- 
finement of the priſon, by the unſcarchable work- 
ings of providence, opens his way to the right-hand 
of the throne itſelf. ——Let the molt afflicted ſervant 
of Jesus wait the final upihot of things. He will 
then diſcover the apparent expediency of all thoſe tri- 
bulations, which 2, perhaps, he can hardly admit, 
without reluctance z or ſuffer, without ſome ſtruggles 
of diſaffection. Then, the guſhing . tear, and the 
heaving. ſigh, will be turned into tides ot gratitude, 
and hymns of holy wonder, a 

In the mean time, let no audacious raiter preſump- 
tuoufly impeach the divine procedure; but, adoring 
where we cannot comprehend, let us expect the ewo- 
lution of the myſterious plan. Then ſhall every eye 
perceive, that the ſeeming labyrinths of providence 
were the moſt dire and. compendicus way, to effect 
his general purpoſes of grace, anduto bring about 
cachy one's particular happineſs '—Then, allo, ſhall 

$35 5 | it 
a fete intricate, II | 


Eecentric, intervolv'd; yet aun | | 
Then moſl, when moſt irregular they ſeem, M1LT. 


f- ws The: a world, | 
hich, though to us it ſeems embroil'd, moves on 
In higller order; titted, and impell'd 


By 


n „ 
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It be clearly ſhewn, in the preſence of applauding 
worlds; why Virtue pined in want, while Vice riot- 
ed in affluence; why amiable Innocence ſo often 
dragged the dungeon chain, while horrid Guilt trail— 
ed the robe of ſtate.— That day of univerſal audit, 
that day of everlaſting retribution, will not only vin- 
dicate, but magnify, the whole management of Hea- 
ven. The auguſt ſeſſions ſhall cloſe with this unani- 
mous, this glorious acknowledgment : * Though 
« clouds and darkneſs, impenetrable by any human 
© {crutiny, were ſometimes round about the ſupreme 
“ Conductor of things; yet righteouſneſs and judg- 
& ment qvere the conſtant habitation of his ſeat ; h the 
« invariable ftandard of all his adminiftrations.” 
Thus (if I may illuſtrate the grandeſt truths by in- 
ferior occurrences) while we view the arras on the 
fide of /eaft diſtinction, it is void of any elegant fancy 
without any nice ſtrokes of art; nothing but a con- 
fuſed jumble of incoherent threads. No ſooner is 
the piece beheld in its proper aſpect, but the ſuſpected 
rudeneſs vaniſhes, and the moſt curious arrange- 
ment takes place. We are charmed with deſigns of 
the fineſt taſte, and figures of the moſt graceful 


form : All is ſhaped with ſymmetry ; all 1s clad in 
beauty. 


The gooane/r of Gop is moſt eminently diſplayed 
in the ſkies. —Could we take an underſtanding ſur- 
vey of whatever is formed by the divine Architect, 
throughout the whole extent of material things; 
our minds would be tranſported: with their excel- 
lencies, and our tongues echo back that great en- 
comium, They are “ good, very good.” i Moſt 
Vee. II. L beautiful 


| By Wiſdom's fineſt hand, and iſſuing all 
In gen'ral good —— 4 
Tuousox's Winter, I. 536, laſt edit, 
Þ Plalm xcvli. 2. » i Gen. i. 31. | 


. | 
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beautiful * in themſelves ; contrived by unerring 
wiſdom, and executed with inimitable fkill : moit 
uſeful & in their ſunctions; exactly fitting the places 
they fill, and completely anſwering the purpoſes for 
which they were intended. — All the parts of the 
inanimate creation proclaim, both by their intrinſic 
and relative excellencies, the all- diffuſive beneſicence 
of their Maker. 

How much more wonderful are the diſplays of 
divine indulgence, in the worlds of life! Becauſe 
dead matter is incapable of delight ; therefore, the 
gracious Creator has raiſed innumerable ranks of 
perceptive exiſtence ; ſuch as are qualified to taſte 
his dounty, and enjoy each a happineſs ſuited to its 
peculiar ſtate. With this view, he furniſhed the re- 
gions of inferior nature with an order, and a ſeries 
of ſenfitive beings. 'The waters teem with ſhoals 
of finny inhabitants. The dry /and ſwarms with 
animals of every order. The dwellings of the frma- 
ment are occupied by multitudes of winged people. 
Not ſo much as a green leat, philoſophers ſay, but 
lodges and accommodates its puny animalcvle te- 
nants. *—And wherefore this diverſity, this n, 
0 


„ k This xaxmnayatic of the univerſe, and all its parts, has been 
very highly, and very jultly extolled, by the ancient inquirers into 
nature; and was indeed an illuſtrious ſcene fpread before the ſages 
eo: the Heathen world, wherein to contemplate the goodneſs and the 
glories of the ſupreme Being. — It was nobly ſaid, by a Pagan phi- 
Joſopher, on this occaſion, Ec epwla uelaCrytrvai Tov Ot prrnovia 
£nprupytiv. That Gor, when he undertook the work of creation, 
© transformed himſelf into love. But he need not transform him- 
telt into this amiable principle; for © Gop is love ;” as was much 
more nobly ſaid by one, whom. that phil;/opher would have termed a 
Harbarian. I John iv. 8. N | | | 


i A very celebrated poet, in a beautiful paragraph on this ſubject, 
informs his readers, that all nature ſwarms with life. In ſubterra- 
nean cells, the earth heaves with vital motion. Even the hard lone, 
in the very inmoſt receſſes of its impenetrable citadel, holds multi- 
zifles of animated inhabitants. The pulp of mellow fruit, and all 
| wie productions of the orchard; feed the inviſible nations. Each 

£109 | Fu» | liguid, 
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of living creatures, flying the air, treading the 
ground, and gliding through the paths of the ſea ? 
For this moſt glorious reaſon, —— That the eternal 
Sovereign may excrciſe his ſuperabundant goodneſs 
that his fable may be furnithed with millions and 
millions of ge.; that he may fill, every hour, 
every moment, their mouths with food, or their 
hearts with gladneſs. 

But what a ſmall theatre are three or four elements 
for the operations of IEHOVARH's bounty? His mag « 
nificent liberality ſcorns ſuch ſcanty limits. If you 
alk, Wherefore has he created al/ worlis, and re- 
pleniſhed them with an unknown multiplicity . of 
beings, riſing one above another, in an endleſs gra- 
dation of ſtill richer endowments, and ſtil] nobler 
capacities? The anſwer is, —For the manifeſtation 
of his own glory, and eſpecially for the communzica= 
tian of his inexhauſtible beneficence. — The great 
1 L 2 Creator 


liquid, whether of acid taſte, or milder reliſh, abounds with various 
forms of ſenſitive exiſtence, Nor is the purc f/ream, or tranſparent 
air, without their colonies of unſeen people.---1t1 which conſtitution 
of things, we have a wonderful inſtance, net only of the divine. 
good neſs to thoſe minute beings, in giving them a capacity for animal 
gratifications : but of his tender care for mau kind, in making tl.cm 
imperceptibls to our ſenſes. _ | 


_—— Theſe, conceal'd 
By the kind art of forming THeav'n, cſeape 
The groſler eye of man: for, if the worlds 
In worl.ls inclos'd ſhould on his ſenſes burſt; 
From eates ambroſlia!, and the ncctar'd bowl, 
He'd turn abhortent: and, in dead of night, 
When ſilence fleeps o'er all, be ſtunn'd with noiſe. 
V4 65508's Summyr, 


m A facred writer, confidering this delightfol fnhjct, and conßa- 
ing his obſervation within the narrow limite of. his own country, cries 
out, with a mixture of amazement and gratitude, Hose oreat is bis 
$oodneſr, and hte great is bis bounty / ho then can forbear 
being loſt in wonder, and tranſported with delight, when he es- 
tends his ſurvey to thoſe invnitely more copious communications CE 
Line bounty; which, like falutary and refrcfiing fireams, un 

6. OD Se turdun 
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Creator could purpoſe no advantage to himſelf, 
His bliſs is incapable of any addition.“ Before the 
mountains were brought forth, or ever the earth 
* and the world were made,” he was ſupremely 
happy, in his own independent and all-ſuſfictent 
ſelf. His grand deſign, therefore, in erecting fo 
many {lately fabrics, and peopling them with fo 
many tribes of inhabitants, was, to fransfufe his ex- 
uberant kindneſs, and impart felicity in all its forms. 
Ten thouſand worlds, flocked with ten thouſand 
times ten thouſand ranks of ſenſitive and intelligent 
exiſtence, are ſo many ſp:cious gardens, which, with 
rivers of communicated joy, this ever-flowing Foun» 
tain waters continually, 


Boundleſs, * and (which raiſes our idea of this 
divine principle to the very higheſt degree of per- 
fection) difintereſted * munificence | How inex- 
preſſitly amiable is the bleſſed Gor, conſidered in 
this charming light! Is it poſſible to coneeive any 
excellence fo adorable and lovely, as infinite bene- 
volence, guided by unerring witdom, and exerting 
almighty power, on purpoſe to make a whole uni- 
verſe happy? O my ſoul, what an irreſiſtible at- 
_ trafiive is here! What a moſt worthy object, for 
thy moſt fervent affection! Shall now every glit- 
tering toy, become a rival to this tranſcendently 
beneficent Being, and rob him of thy heart ?—No, 
Let bis all-creating arm teach thee to truſt in the 
fulneſs of his ſuſhciency :—let his all-ſuperintending 

| | ee 


through all worlds; and make, not only the lite valleys of a ſingle 
kingdom, but the immenſity of creation, /augh and ſing! Zech. 
EIS: | Es ORE | 


nn In this ſenſe, there is none good but one, that iz, GOD. None 
univerſally and eflentially good: none, whoſe goodneſs extends itfelf, 
in an infinite variety of bleſſings, to every capable object; or who al- 
ways diſpenſes his favours, from the ele principle of free and dill» 
tere ſted bengvolence, . | 
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eye incline thee to acquieſce in the diſpenſations of 
his providence :——and let his bounty, ſo freely 
vouchſafed, ſo amply diffuſed, induce thee to Abe 
him, with all the ardor of a grateiul and admiring 
ſoul; induce thee to ſerve him, not with a joylets 
awe, or flaviſh dread, but with unfeigned alacrity, 
and a delightful complacency. _ 
If the goodneſs of Gop' is ſo admirably ſeen in 
the works of nature, and the favours of Providence : 
with what a noble ſuperiority does it even triumph 
in the my/tery of redemption! ® Redemption is the 
brighteſt mirror, in which to contemplate this moit 
lovely attribute of the Deity. Other gifts are only 
as mites' from the divine treaſury z but redemption 
opens, I had almoſt ſaid exhauits, all the res of 
indulgence and grace. Herein * Gop ceominendeth 
« his love;” * not only manifeſts, but ſets it ott, 
as it were, with every bright and grand embelliſh- 
ment; manifeſts it in ſo ſtupendous a manner, that 
it is beyond parallel; beyond thought; “ above all 
* bleſling and praiſe.”— —— Was HE not thy Su, 
everlaſting GoD, thy on/y Son, the Son of thy 
boſom from eternal ages, the higheſt object of thy 
L 3 | complacential. 


m In this, and in other parts of the Contemplations, the reader will 
obſerve, That the attributes of the PEIT Y arc repreſented as ſhining 
with more diltinguithed luſtre in the wonders of redemption, thin in 
the works of creation. If ſuch remarks ſhouli item to be unprecedeat- 
ed, or to ſtand in need of vindication; permit me to ſubjoin the ſen- 
timents of a egrcat critic, equally verſed in eth thote ſublime theories. 
— © Tn a perfect orator,” he ſays, * Tully requires ſome ſkill in the 
% nature of heavenly bodies; becauſe his mind will become more ex- 
« tenſive and uncontined ; and, when he deſcends to treat of human 
_ & affairs, he will both think and write in a more exalted and magni- 
« ficent manner. For the ſame reaton, that excellent maſter would 
% have recommended the ſtudy of thoſe great and glorious myſterics, 
« which revelation has diſcovered to us; to which the nobleſt parts of 
this ſyſtem of the world are a; much inferior, as the creature is leſt e 
tellent than the Creator. 

| SPECT. Vol. VIII. No. 633. 
1 Rom. v. 9. | | 
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- complacential delight? Was not thy love to this 
adorable Son, incomparably greater than the ten- 
dereſt affection of any, or the united affections of 
all, mortal parents? Was not the bleſſed Jesvs 
more illuſtrious in excellency than all angels; more 
exalted in dignity than all heavens ? Yet didſt thou 
reſign Him for poor mortals; for vile ſinners ? 
Couldſt thou ſee him deſcend from his royal zhrone, 
and take up his abode in the fordid fable ? fee him 
forego the h:mage of the ſeraphim, and ſtand ex- 
poſed to the reproachful n:dignities of: an inſolent 
Tabble ? ſee him arraigned at the bar, and ſentenced 
to death; numbered with malefactors, and nailed 
to the gibbet; bathed in his own innocent blood, 
and pouring out his foul in agonies of ſorrow !—— 
Could the Father, the Father 4:im/e/f, with unknown 
philanthropy, 4 ſay, ** It ſhall, it ſhall be fo! My 
„ pity to rebellious man pleads, and prevails. A- 
© wake, therefore, O fwword, © edged with divine 
« wrath, awake; and be ſheathed in that immaculate 
4% breaſt: pierce that dearly beloved heart. I am 
* content, that my Son endure the ſharpneſs of 
« death, rather than ſinful mortals periſh for ever.“ 
Incomprehenſive love! May it, henceforward, be 
the favourite ſubject of my meditation; more delight- 
ful to my muſing mind, than applauſe to the am- 
bitious ear! May it be the darling theme of my 
diſccurſe ; ſweeter to my tongue, than the droppings 
of the honeycomb to my taſte! May it be my 
ehoiceſt comfort, through all the changes of life; and 
my reviving cordial, even in the laſt extremities of 
difolution itſelf ! | 


A prophet, contemplating, with a diſtant ſurvey, 
this unexampled inſtance of Almighty love, is rapt 
| into 
d Philanthropy, that is, loving - kindneſs to man. 
E Zech. Alli, 7. | 


THE STARRY HEAVENS. 12 
into a tranſport .of devotion. At a loſs for proper 
acknowledgments, he calls upon the whole univerfe 
to aid his labouring breaſt, and ſupply his lack of 
praiſe. Sing melodiouſiy, ye vaulted heavens : exult, 
and even leap for gladneſs, thou euraberous earth: ye 
mountains, break your long ſilence, and burſt into peals 
of loudeſt acclamation ; \ for, the LORD, by this pre- 
cious giſt, and this great ſalvation, hath comforted his 
people. — A ſacred hifiorian hath left it upon record, 
that, at the firſt exhibition of this ravithing ſcene, 
there was with the angel, who brought the bleſſed 
tidings, a multitude of the heavenly hoſt, praiſing 
Gop, and making the concave ot the ſkies reſound 
with their hallelujahs. At the dawn of the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs, when he was beginning to riſe with 
healing in his wings, the morning /lars lang together, 
and all the fens of GOD thouted tor joy.—And ſhall 
man, whom this gracious diſpenſation principally re- 
ſpects; ſhall man, who is the centre of all theſe glad- 
dening rays; ſhall he have no heart to adore, no an- 


4 


them to celebrate, this 


Love without end, and without meaſure, grace? 
3 | e 


How pure is the ſtate of the ky, and how clear 
its aſpect! Clearer than the limpid ſtream, purer 
5 than 


i 1g. xlix. 13.— have not adhered to our common tranſlation, 
but endeavoured to preſerve, ſomewhat more faithfully, the noble 
fat her and inimitable energy, of the ſacred original.— The love of Gon 
manifeſted in a divine and dying Saviour, is a bleſſing of ſuch incon- 
ceivable richneſs, as muſt render all acknowledgments fat, and all 
encomiums /angrid. Yet, I think, the moſt poetical and moſt em- 
phatical celebration of that unſpeakable inſtance of goodneſs, is con- 
tained in this rapturous exclamation, of the prophet. Which intimatcs, 
with a wonderful majeſty of ſentiment, that even the whole compats 
of the inanimate creatien, could it be ſenſible of the benefit, and capable 
of delight, would expreſs its gratituar, in all theſe demonſtrations ef 
the molt lively and exuberant joy. | 12 
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than the tranſparent cryſtal; and more curiouſly fine 
than the poliſhed mirror. That fately ceiling, fret- 
ted with gold, and ſtretched to an extent of many 
millions of leagues, is not disfigured with a ſingle 
flaw. That azure cancpy, embroidered with ſtars, 
and ſpacious enough to form a covering for unnum- 
bered worlds, is without the leaſt ſpot or wrinkle, 
Let this, even this, will ſcarce yield us ſo much 
as a faint repreſentation of the divine purity, Gon 
is a Gob of matchleſs and tranſcendent excellency. 
His ways are uprightnei: itfelf. His counſels and 
words are the very ſanctity of wiſdom and of truth. 
The laws, which he has given to univerſal nature, 
are exquiſitely contrived, and beyond all poſſibility 
of improvement. The precepts, which he has ap- 

inted for the human race, are a complete ſum- 
mary of all that is honourable in itſelf, and perfec- 
tive of the rational mind. —Not the leaſt over/ght, 
in planning a ſeries of events for all futurity. Not 
the leaſt mal-adminiſtration, in managing the affairs 
of every age, ſince time began; and of every nation 
under the whole heavens.—Pardon theſe diſparaging 
expreſſions. A negative perfection is far, far be- 
neath thy dignity, O thou mot Higheſt. * In all 
theſe inſtances; in all thy acts, and all thy attri- 
butes; thou art not only holy, but “ glorious in 
holineſs.” | 
. | 80 


n O thou moſt Higbeſt. This expreſſion eccurs more than once in the 
Pſalms uſed by the eſtabliſned church. It is, I think, one of thoſe 
Beauties, which, becauſe often exhibited, generally eſcape our notice. 
It is a ſuperlative formed on a ſuperlative; and though not ſtriftly cone 
formable to grammatical rules, is nobly ſuperior to them all.---The 
language ſeems to be ſenſible of its own deficiency, when the incom- 
prehenſible JEnovan is addreſſed, or celebrated. Oppreſſed, as it 
were, with the glories of the ſubject, it labours after a more emphatical 
manner of diction, than the ordinary forms of ſpeech afford.---It is, if 
I rightly judge, one of thoſe daring and happy peculiarities of a maſ- 
terly genius, which Mr Pope fo finely deſcribes; and, while he de» 
feribes, cxempliſies: | 
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So inconceivably holy is the Lon D Gov of hoſts, 
that he ſees defilement even in the brightneſs of the 
firmament. The living ſapphire of the heavens, be- 
fore his Majeſty, loſes its luſtre. Tea, the ftars 
(though the molt pure and reſplendent part of the 
heavens) are not pure in his fight, How much leſs man, 
20%, in his fallen and depraved ſtate, is but as a worm 
that crawls in the corrupted carcaſle ; and the ſon * 
man, who, by reaſon of his manifold actual impuri- 
ties, is too juſtly compared to an inſect, that wallows 
amidit ſtench and putrefaction! P—ls there not then 


abundan _, 
Great wits ſometimes may gloriouſiy offend, 
And riſe to faults true critixs dare not mend: 
From vulgar bounds with brave diſorder part, 
And ſnatch a grace beyond the reach of art. 
: Eſſay om Criticiſm, NW: 


St Paul's — Reil marley Twy ayiwy——is a beautiful paſſage 
of the like nature, which our tranſlators ave very properly rendered, 
leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints. —His wo) u jeu, is another 
inſtance of the ſame kind But here the Enezliſh verſion fails. Fas 
better is extremely flaccid, compared with the nerveus original. And 1 
greatly quiftion whether it is poſſible to tranſlate the ſentence with e- 
qual conciſeneſs, and with equal ſpirit. See Eph. iii. 8. Phil. i. 33. 


p Job. xxv. 5,---9. Iſubmit it to the judgement of the learned, u he- 
ther chis is not the true mcaning of the text. It may not, perhaps, 
recommend itſelf to the ſquearm/ely nice critic, or to thoſe perſons who 
dream of, | know not what, dignity in our fallen nature. But it ſcems, 
in preference to every other interpretation, ſuitable to the ſacred con- 
text; and is far, far from being injurjous to the character of that apo» 
ſtate race, which “ is altogether become abominable, and“ is as an 
s unclean thing. On this ſuppoſition, there is not only an appa- 
rent, but a very ſtriking contraſt, between the purity of God, and the 
Fotitution of man; the purity of the moſt high Gop, which outſhines 
the moon, and cclipſes the ſtars; the pollution of degenerate man, 
which, excluſive of a Saviour, woul: render him as loathſome to the 
all-ſeeing Eye, as the vilclt vermin are in ours. Without aſſigning 
this ſenſe to the paſſage, 1 cannot difeern the force ef the antithbe/is, 
nor indeed the propriety of the ſentiment. Worms, in the general, 

| give us an idea of meanneſr and infirmity ; not of agement and impurity ; 
unleſs they are infects hatched 2midit put refaction, and conſidered in 
ſuch noiſqme circumſtances. The two words in the original, 18 
and DI are evidently uſed in this ſiguit cation by Moſes and 


lach. 
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abundant cauſe for the moſt irreproachable and emi- 
nent of mankind, to renounce all arrogant preten- 
fions; to lay aſide every aſſuming air; to take no- 
thing but ame and confuſion to themſelves? A ho- 
ly prophet, and a holy prince, felt fuch humbling 
impteſſions, from a glimpſe of the uncreated purity, 
J abhor myſelf in duft and aſbes, ® was, the declaration 
of the one; I am a man of unclean lips, i the confeſ- 
ſion of the other. — Should not this teach us all to a- 
dore the divine mercies, for that precious purifying 
fountain, * which was foretold from the foundation 
of the world, but was opened at tht awful juncture, 
when knotty whips tore the fleſh; when ragged 
thorns mangled the temples ; when ſharpened nails 
cut freſh ſluices from the crimſon current; when the 
gaſh of the ſpear completed the dreadful work, and 
forthwith there flowed, from the wounded heart, d 
and qwater. —.— INN | 
Eſpecially ſince Gop himſelf ſaw no blemiſh in 
his dear Sen. He lozheth ts the mcen, and it fhineth 
not; yet his all-penetrating and jealous eye diſcern- 
ed nothing amiſs, nothing defective in our glorious 
Redeemer. Nothing amiſs? He bore this moſt 
illuſtrious teſtimony concerning his holy child Je- 
sus: © In him Lam pltaſed I am auell pleaſed; I 
« acquieſce with entire complacency, and with the 
« higheſt delight in his perſon, his undertaking, 
& and the whole execution of his office.” How 
ſhould this thought enliven our hopes, wlille the 
other mortifies our pride? Should not our hearts 
| ſpring 
Iſalah; by the former, to denote the vermin which devoured the pits 
trefied manna; by the latter, to expreſs the reptiles which ſwarm in 
the body that ſees corruption. Exod. xvi. 20, Ifa. xiv. IT. 
b Job xlii. 6. 1 „II. vi. $. 


* In that day, there ſball he a fountain opened to the houſe of David, and 
i the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, for fin and for uncleannefs. Zech. xiii. 1. 
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ſpring within us, and even leap for joy, at the re- 
peated aſſurance given us by revelation, that ſuch a 
divinely excellent perſon is our Mediator? What 
apparent reaſon has every believer to adopt the bleſ- 
ſed virgin's exclamation! * My foul doth magnify the - 
«© LORD for his tranſcendent mercy ; and my ſpirit 
.© rejoices, not in wide-extended harveſts, waving o- 
« ver my fertile glebe ©; not in armies vanquiſhed, 
© and leaving the peculiar treaſure of nations for 
© my ſpoil©; but an infinitely richer, nobler bleſſing, 
cc even in GOD my Saviour.“ That a perſon ſo ſu- 
blime and perfect, has vouchſafed to become my 
Surety ; to give himſelf for my Ranſom, in the world 
below; and act as my Adwicate in the Royal Preſence 
above; yea, to make my recovery the reward of his 
ſufferings z my final felicity, the honour of his medi- 
atorial kingdom! 1 | 
When an innumerable multitude 4 of bodies, 
many of them more than a hundred thouſand miles in 
diameter*®, are all ſet in motion ;—when the orbits, 
in which they perform their periodical revolutions, 
are extended at the rate of ſeveral hundreds of mil- 
liens — when each has a dif/in& and ſeparate ſphere 
for finiſhing his vaſt, circuit ;—when no one knows 
what it is to be cramped, but each moſt freely ex- 
patiates, in his unbounded career; — when ever 
one is placed at ſuch an immenſe remove from ah 
other, 


© The infpired penman, from thefe two occaſions of diſtinguiſhed 
joy, ſets forth the incomparably greater delight, which ariſes from the 
gift of a Saviour, and the bleſſing of redemption. Iſa. ix. ver. 3. 
compared with ver. 6. | | | 


d This refers, not only to the planets which paſs and repaſs about 
our ſun, but alto to the other planetary worlds, which are ſuppoſed 
to attend the ſeveral fixed ſtars. | 


© The diameter of Fupiter is calculated at 130,653 miles, while his 
orbit is reckoned to conſiſt of 895,134,000. Which computation, as- 
cording to the maxims of aſtronomy, and the laws of proportion, may, 
as is taken ſor granted in the Conte mplations, de applied to uber pla- 
acta, revolying round ether ſuns. | | 
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other, that they appear to their reſpective inhabi. 
tants, only as ſo many ſpots of light :—How aito- 
niſhing muſt be the expanſe, which yields room for 
all thoſe mighty globes, and their widely-diffuſed o- 
-perations | To what prodigious lengths did the al- 
mighty Builder ſtretch his line, when he marked out 
the ſtupendous platform II wonder at ſuch an im- 
meaſurable extent. My very thoughts are loſt in this 
"abyſs of ſpace. But be it known to mortals, be it 
never forgot by ſinners, that, in all its moſt ſurpriſ- 
-ing amplitude, it is /mall, it is ſcanty, compared with 
the bounty and the mercy of its Maker. | 

His bounty is abſolutely without limits k, and with- 
out end. The moſt laviſh generoſity. cannot ex- 
'hauſt, or even diminiſh his munificence. O! all 
ye tribes of men, or rather, all ye claſſes of intelli- 
gent creatures, ye are not ſtraitened in the /:iberality 
of your ever-bleſſed Creator; be not ſtraitened in 
your own expe&ations, © Open your mouth wide, 
and he ſhall fill it“ with copious and continual 
draughts from the cup of joy. 'Your Gop, on 
-whom is your whole dependence, is more than able, 
is more than willing, to“ ſupply all your need, ac- 
% cording to his riches in glory.”—— When the 
'LoxD JErovan is the giver, and his grace ! the 
: gift; 


k By bounty, I mean not the actual exerciſe, or the ſenſible effects, 
"of this excellency in the Deity. Theſe are, and always u be, through 
the immenſe perfettion of the attribute, and the neceſſary ſcantinefs of 
"the recipient, bounded. But I would be underſtood, as ſpeaking of 
the divine power, and the divine will, to exert divine beneficence. 
Theſe can have no real, no imaginable limits. Theſe, after a profu- 

ſion of bleſſings, diſtributed to unnumbered worlds, continued through 
unnumbered ages, muſt ſtil have more to beſtow; | for ever have more 
to beſtow ; infinitely more to beſtow, than it is poſſible for creation it- 

ſelf to receive. 


1 2 Cor. ix. 8. GOD is able to male all grace abound towards you, that 

pe, baving all ſufficiency in all things, may abound to every good wort, 

— How beautiful and emphatical is this deſcription! inferior to 

nothing, but that extent of ability, and thoſe riches of 3 
| | | Rs 


tis amazing all. 


vine mercy. I thought it proper to apprize my reader of this excur< 
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git; let your, wiſhes, be unbounded; and your crav- 
ings inſatiable. All that created, beings. can poſſibly 
covet,, is but a very ſmall pittance of that unknown, 
happineſs, which the everlaſting Beneſactor is ready 
to beſtow. Suppoſe every charitable diſpoſition, which 
warms the hearts of the human race; added to thoſe 
more [enlarged affections, which glow in; heavenly 
boſoras z what were they all, even in their higheit 
exerciſe, compared with the benignity of the divine 
nature ?—Bleſs me then, thou eternal Source of love; 
bleſs al that reverence thy holy name, according to 
thy own moſt profuſe goodneſs ; whoſe great prero- 
gative it is to diſdain all meaſure. O! bleſs us, in 
proportion to that grace; the richneſs of which (un- 
utrerable by the tongues of men, and of angels) wag, 
once _ſpoken in the groans, and written in the wounds, 
af thy expiring 8on! 1 TIE | 
_ Spacious indeed are theſe heavens! Where do 
they begin? where do they end? what is their ex- 
tent? Can angels anſwer my queſtion ? have angels 
travelled the vaſt circuit? can angels meaſure the 
bounds of fpace ? No; *tis boundleſs, *tis unknown, 
How charming then to reflect, 
that the mercy of GOD is © greater than the hea- 
* yens;” is more extenſive than the dimenſions of 
the Ky. Tranſporting reflection! Let me indulge 
thee once more. Let me think over the delight- 
Vor. II. NM 5 


. | 
lich it fo eloquently celebrates. Does it not exbaufß all the powers. 
of language, while it attempts to give us 2 ecimes of the munificence” 
of the Lan? E — 19 

5, He mere refers to page 115, of Rifedions cn a Flocuer-Gardea. 4 
The following pages, to the 177, exhioit 2 eigrefſove view of the di- 


Bon; though, 1 hope, it will de ncedleſs to offer any apology for en- 
larging upon a theme fo incomparably joycus. Who can complain of 
*.cioufae's, while I ſpeak conſolation to Ciltretied, and recovery to ruin 
ed creatures ? Ide divine mercy is the ſole fountain of all cur preſent 
224 fature bleſſiangs. la conformity to this benign attribute, humay 
pes Me, aud human fclicity flows, Who, therefore, can bs weary 


＋ 
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ful diſplays of this lovely attribute; and, while I ad- 
mire the frophies of forgiving goodneſs, add one to 
the number.—With what amiable and affecting co- 
lours is this repreſented in the parable of the prodi- 
gal! What could induce that fooliſh youth to for- 
fake his father's houſe? Had he not been tenderly 
cheriſhed by the good parent, and loaded with be- 
nefits from his indulgent hand? Were not the re- 
ſtraints of parental government an eaſy yoke ? or 
rather, a preſervative from ruin? Notwithſtanding 
every endearing obligation, he revolts from his duty; 
and launches into ſuch ſcandalous irregularities, as 
were diſhonourable to his family, and deſtruQtive to 
Himſelf. —When neceſſity, not choice, but ſharp 'ne- 
oeſſity, drove him to a ſubmiſſive return; does the 
injured father ſtand aloof, or ſhut his doors? Quite 
the reverſe. He eſpies him, while he is yet a great 
way off and the moment he beholds the profli- 
gate youth, he has compaſſion on him. His bowels 
vearn ; they © ſound like an harp,” touched with 
notes divinely ſoft. He neyer once thinks of his 
ungracious departure, and infamous debaucheries. 
Pity, parental pity, paſſes an act of oblivion; and, 
in one inſtant, cancels a ſeries of Jong-conrinued 
provocations.—— 80 ſtrong are the workings of fa- 
therly affection, that he is almoſt impatient to em- 
brace the naked and deſtitute wretch. The ſon's 
pace is low, He areſe and came : The father's is ſwift, 
He ſprung forth (aged as he was) and ran.. And is 
there a ſingle frown in his, brow or an upbraid- 
ing word on his tongue ?—Inſtead of loathing the 
ſordid creature, or reproaching him for his odious 
exceſſes, he falls on his neck, claſps him in his arms, 
and hugs him to his boſom. Inſtead of difowning 
the riotous ſpendthrift, or rejecting him for his _ 
, ST Es dutiful 


of eferwing and reviewing, when the lengths and breadths of forgiving 
prgce are the raviſhing ptoſpect? Cs 


dutiful behaviour, he receives and welcomes him 
with kiſſes of delight. He rejoices at his return 
from extravagance and vice, as he formerly rejoiced 
on the day of his nativity.— When this . ATA 
of harlots opens his mouth; before he ſpeaks, the 
father hears. He interrupts him in the midſt of 
his intended ſpeech, The overflowings of his com- 
paſſionate heart can brook no delay, He ſeems to 
be uneaſy himſelf, till he has made the afflicted pen# 
tent glad, with the aſſurance of his acceptance, and 
the choiceſt of his favours.— While the poor abaſh- 
ed offender ſeeks nothing more than not to be ab- 
| horred, he is thoroughly reconciled, and honoured 
before the whole family. While he requeſts no 
other indulgence, than only to be treated as the 
meaneſt ſervant, he is clothed with the bet robe x 
he is feaſted with the fatted calf; he is careſſed as 
the deareſt of children.— Was there ever ſo bright 
and winning a * of the tendereſt mercy, moſt 
freely vouchſated, even to the moſt unworthy of 
creatures? Yet thus, my ſoul; and 7hus, my fellow- 
ſinner; will the Lord Gop of everlaſting com- 
paſſions receive us, if, ſenſible of our miſery, and 
thirſting for ſalyation, we turn to him through Jesus 
ChRtsr. | 16d 
here fin has abzunded, ſays the proclamation from 
the court of heaven, grace doth much more abound, 
Manaſſch was a monſter of barbarity ; for he 
cauſed his own children to paſs through the fire 
and filled Jeruſalem with innocent blood. Manaſſeh 
was an adept in iniquity ! for he not only multipli- 
ed, and to an extravagant degree, his own ſacrile- 
gious impieties; but he poiſoned the principles, and 
perverted the manners of his ſubjects, making them 
to do worſe than the moſt deteſtable oi the Heathen 
:dolaters. i Yet, through this ſuperabundant grace, 
„ M 2 he 


i See 2 Chron. xxxil. 
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he is humbled ; he is reformed; and becomes 2 
child of forgiving love, an heir of immortal glory. 
—— ÞPehold that bitter and bloody perſecutor Saul, 
when, breathing out threatenings, ® and bent upon 
laughter, he worried the lambs, and put to death 
the diſciples of JEsus. Who, upon the principles. 
of human judgement, would not have pronounced 
Bim a veſlel of wrath, deſtined to unavoidable dame 
nation? nay, would not have been ready to con- 
clude, that, if there were heavier chains, and a deep- 
er dungeon, in the world of wo, they muſt” ſurely 
be reſerved for ſuch an implacable. enemy of true 
1 Yet (admire, and adore, the inexhauſti- 
le treaſures of grace!) this Saul is admitted into 
the goodly fellowſhip of the prophets ; is numbered 
with the noble army of martyrs; and makes x 
diſtinguiſhed” figure among the glorious company of 
the apoſtles. —The Corinthians were flagitious even 
to a proverb. Some of them wallowed in ſuch a- 
bominable vices, and habituated themlelves to ſuch 
Outrageous acts of injuſtice, as were à reproach to 
| human 


k Acts ix. I. Lag „ vt artixng xo poru, Saul yet breath= 
ing out threatenings and ſlaugbter. What a repreſentation is here, of 
-a mind, ad with: rage, and abandoned to the fierceſt extremes of bar- 
barity ! I ſcarce know, whether 1 am more ſhocked at the perſecttor's 
ſavage difpoſition, or rharmed with the evangeliſt's lively deſeription. 
— "ſhe adverb ſeems referable to chap. viii. ver. 3. and has, in 
this connexion, a peculiar force. The havock he had committed, the 
inoffenſive families he had adready ruined, were not ſufficient to aſſuage 
bis vengeful ſpirit. They were only a fafe ; which, inſtead of glut- 
ting the blood-hound, made him more cloſely purſue the track, and 
more eagerly pant for deſtruction.— He is fill athirſt for violence and. 
"murder, So eager. and inſatiable is his thirſt, that he even breathes out 
threatening and ſlaughter. His words are ſpears and arrows, and his 
tongue a ſharp ſword. *Tis as natural for him to'#enace the Chriſtians, 
as to breathe the air.—— Nay, they Weed every Vbut, every moment, 
in the purpoſes of his rancorous heart. It is only owing to want 

of power, that every ſyllable he utters, every breath he draws, does 
pot deal about deaths, and cauſc ſome of the innocent diſciples to 
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human nature. Yet even theſe ſons of violence, and 
llaves of ſenſuality, © were waſhed, were ſanctiſieds 
*« were juſtified,” * Waſhed in the precious blood 
of a dying Redeemer ; ſanAifed by the powerſul o- 
perations of the bleſſed Spirit; 7»/ified through the 
infinitely tender mercies o a gracious Gop, Thoſe 
who were once the burden of the earth, are now the 
joy of heaven, and the delight of angels. 

There is another inſtance jn ſcripture, which moſt 
loudly publiſhes that ſweeteſt of the divine names, 
The LORD, the LORD GOD, merciful and gracious, 
longeſt Hering, and abundant in goodneſs. and truth - 
becpiug mercy for thouſands, forgiving iniquity, tranſ= 
greſſion, and in.! An inſtance this, which exceeds 
all the former ; which exceeds whatever can be ima- 
gined; which, if I was to forget, the very ſtones 
might cry out, and ſound it in my ears. I mean the. 


4 gy © + 


well acquainted with his Laan Am n 
they had often heard his heavenly doctrines; they 
were almoſt daily ſpectators of his unequalled mira- 
cles. They therefore had all poſſible reaſon to Ho- 
nur him, as the moſt illuſtrious of beings; and to 
receive his goſpel as the moſt ineſtimable of bleſſings. 
Yet, notwithſtanding all theſe engaging morives to 
love him, even above their own lives, they ſeize his 
perſon, aſperſe his character, drag him before a 
heathen tribunal, and extort a ſentence of death a= 
gainſt innocence and holineſs itſelf. Never was the 
vileft flave ſo contumelicuſly abuſed ; nor the moſt. 
exec ons malefaFor ſo barbarouſly executed. The ſun 

M 3 | Was. 


K x Cor, vi. 9, 10, 11. i Exod. zzziv. 5, 7 
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was confounded at the ſhocking ſcene ; and one can» 
not but wonder how the avenging lightnings could 


withhold their flaſhes. The earth trembled at the 


horrid deed; and why, why did it not cleave aſunder, 
and open a paſſage for ſuch blood-thirſty miſcreants 
into the nethermoſt hell? Shall % ever hope to 
obtain forgiveneſs from the righteous Judge ? Shall 
not theſe be conſigned over to inexorable wrath, and 
the ſevereſt torments ?—O the miraculous effects of 
divine grace]! O the triumphant goodneſs of Gop. 
our Saviour! Many, even of zhe/e impious wretch- 
es, at the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, were convinced 
of their miſerable ſtate; were wounded with peni- 
tential remorſe; fled to the ſanctuary of the croſs ;- 
had their pardon ratified by the baptiſmal ſeal ; and, 
continuing in the apoſtles doctrine, were made par- 
takers of the kingdom of heaven, where they now 
ſhine, as ſo many everlaſting monuments. of moſt di- 
ſtinguiſhed mercy, and receive beatitude paſt utter- 


ance from that very Redeemer, whom once © with. 


* wicked hands they crucified and flew.” 

Well might the prophet cry out, with a. pleaſing 
amazement, © Who is a Gor like unto thee, that 
* pardoneth iniquity, and paſſeth by tranſgreſſion!“ * 
—Let all fleſh know aſſuredly—let all fleſh rejoice 
greatly—that with the Lorp there is ſuch mercy, 
and with his CHRIST /uch plentiful: redemption. And, 
O!] for the voice of an archangel, to circulate the 


glad tidings through the univerſe, that the American 


avage, as well as the European ſage, may learn the 
exceeding riches off grace in CHRIST; through whoſe 
infinitely great propitiation, all manner of fin, bar- 


barity, and blaſphemy, are ſreely forgiven unto men. 


What a grand and majeſtic dome is the ſky * 
* Micah vii. 38, 
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Where are the pillars which ſupport the ſtately con- 
cave? What art, moſt exactly true, balanced the 
preſſure ? What props of inſuperable ſtrength ſuſtain 
the weight? How is that immeaſurable arch upheld, 
anſhaken, and animpaired ; while ſo many genera- 
tions of buſy mortals have ſunk and diſappeared, as 
bubbles upon the ſtream If thoſe ſtars are of ſuch 
an amazing bulk, how are they alſo fa/ened in their 
lofty ſituation? By what miracle in mechanics, 
are ſo many thouſands of ponderons orbs kept from 
falling upon our heads; kept from dafhing both 
the world to pieces, and its inhabitants to death? 
Are they hung in golden or adamantine chains? 
Reſt they their enormous load on rocks of marble, 
or columns of ' braſs ? No; they are pendulous in- 
fluid æther; yet are more immoveably fixed, than 
if the everlaſting mountains lent their foreſts for an 
axle tree, or their ridges for a baſis. The almighty 
Architect fretches out the north, and its whole ſtarry 
train, over the empty place. He hangs the earth, and 
all the ethereal globes, pon nothing. Yet are the 
foundations laid ſo ſure, that they can ©, never be 
«© moved at any time.” 
No unfit repreſentation, to the ſincere Chriſtian, 

of his final perſeverance : * ſuch as points out the- 

* Job xxvi. 7. f | | 

n With regard to the fn perſeverance of the true believer, I amr 
ſenſible, this point is not a little controverted. -— The ſentiments. 
which follow, are my ſtedfaſt belief. It is by no means proper, in a 
work of this nature, to enter upon a diſcuſſion of the ſubject; nei- 
ther have I room, ſo much as to hint what might be urged for its- 
ſupport. —Let my reader obſerve, that I am far from delivering it. 
as eſſential to Chriſtianity, or neceſſary to ſalvation. Millions of 


the very contrary conviction are, I doubt not, high in the favour of 
God, and in a growing mcetneſs for his. heavenly kingdom. As[_ 


blame none for refecting, none, I hepe, will be offended with me 
for hig, this eh doctrine.- To be of different opinions, at 
leaſt in ſome inferior inſtances, ſeems an unavoidable conſequence 
ol our preſent, ſtate 3 where iznorance in part cleaves to the wiſelt 


minds, 


unanſwerably confuted. 
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cauſe which effects it, and eonſtitutes the pledge 
which aſcertains it.— His nature is all enfeebled. He 
is not able, of himſelf, to think a good thought. 
He has no viſble ſafeguard, nor any ſufficiency of 
his own. And yet whole legions of formidable ene- 
mies are in a confederacy to compaſs his ruin. The 
; 17 % 771 124 41 A p world 
minds, and prejudice eaſily beſets the moſt impartial judgements. 
This may turn to our common advantage; and afford room for the 
diſplay and exerciſe of thoſe healing virtues, moderation, meekneſs, 
and forbearauce.—Let me only be permitted to aſk, Whether this 
tenet does not evidently tend to eſtabliſh the comford of the Chriſtian, 
and to magnify the fde!ity of God our Saviour? Whether, far from 
countenaneing ſloth, or encouraging remiſſneſs, to dat that dur la- 
hour ſhall not be in vain, is not the moſt prevailing inducement to 
abound in the work of the LORD? x Cor. xv. 58. 


ls any one inclined. to examine the reaſons, which made the author 
a proſelyte to this perſuaſion? He may find them diſplayed in the 
memorial, delivered by ſeveral ſelect and eminent divines of the 
church of England, at the renowned ſynod of Dordt. (See Aa Sy- 
nod. Dodrac. par. 2. p. 246. of the Latin edition, publiſhed in a 
Angle quarto yolame),—— Thoſe who have no. opportunity of con- 
ing the memoirs of that venerable aſſembly, I would refer to the 
works of the indefatigable and very learned Turretin, or to thoſe of 
the candid and elegant Witius.---Turret. Tom. H. q. xvi. Witf. 
Oeccon. Lib. III. cap. xiii. Br | 


The lateſt and fulleſt view of the point, which 1 ever remember 
to have met with, in any of our Englith writers, ts in the Lime-flreet 
Zefures ; which are a defence of ſeveral moſt important doaArines 
of the goſpel, and contained in two oftavo volumes; the united la- 
bours of nine modern divines; moſt of whom are well known to. the 
world, by their her eyangelical and. uſeful writings, In thoſe lec- 
tures, the final perſeverance of the ſaints is very particularly ſtated, 
and, to my apprehenſion at leaſt, moſt ſatisfactorily proved; the ar- 
guments uſu Hy urged. againſt it, are impartially conſidered, and I 
cannot but think (with all due. deference to the judgement. of others) 


And here (not to ſwell this note any farther) I ſhall only juſt hint, 
that the judicious Hooker (an authority, perhaps as weighty and un- 
exceptionable as any that can well be produced) gives a wy atteſta- 
tion to this tenet, in a ſhort diſcourſe on the perpetuity of faith, ſuks 
joined to his Ecclzſaſtical Polity. Fol. edit. FE 
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#v2rld lays unnumbered ſnares for his feet; the devi 
is inceſſantly urging the ſiege, by a multitude of 
fiery darts, or wily temptations; the fg, like a per- 
fdious inmate, under colour of friendſhip, and a 
ſpecious pretence of pleaſure, is always forward to 
betray his integrity.— But, amidſt all theſe threaten- 
ing circumſtances, of perfonal weaknefs, and immi- 
nent danger, an inviſible aid is his defence. 1 
© quill upheld thee, ſays the bleſſed Gop, with the 
« right hand of my righteorſneſs,” * Comfortable 
truth! The arm, which fixes the ſtars in their or- 
ders, and guides the planets in .their courſe, is 
{tretched out to preſerve the heirs of ſalvation.—— 
My ſbeep, adds the great REDEEMER, are mine; 
" an they ſholl never prriſh ; neither ſhall any pluck 
« them out of my hand.” | What words are theſe! 
and did they come from Rin, who hath all power 
in heaven and on earth |. and were they ſpoke to the 
weakeſt of the flock; to every unfeizned follower of 
the great Shepherd? Then, Omnipotence itſelf, 
mult be vanguiſhed, before they can be deſtroyed, ei 
ther by the ſeductions of fraud, or the aſſaults of 
violence. 

If you aſk, therefore, What ſecurity we have of 
enduring to the end, and continuing faithful unto 
death? The very ſams that eſtabliſhes. the heavens, 
and ſettles the ordinances of the univerſe. Can theſe 
be thrown into confuſion ? * Then may the true 
believer draw back unto perdition. Can the ſun be 
diſlodged from his ſphere, and rufh lawleſsly through 
the ſky ? Then, and then only, can the faith of 
Gor's elect ea be finally overthrown.—Be of good 
courage then, my ſoul; rely on thoſe divine ſuc» 
cours, which are fo ſofemnly ſtipulated, fo faithfully 
promiſed. Though thy grace be languid, as the 

| glimmering 


* Iſa. xli. 10. t John x. 28. 
m Jer. XXXIi. 35, 36. 4 Titus i. 2. 
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glimmering ſpark; though the overflowings of cor. 
ruption threaten it with total extinction ; yet, ſince 
the great Jenovan has undertaken to cheriſh the dim 
principle, “ many waters cannot quench it, nor all 
floods drown it.” Nay, though it were feeble as the 
ſmoking flax, | goodneſs and faithfulneſs ſtand engag- 
ed to augment the heat; to raiſe the fire, and feed 
the flame; till it beam forth, a lamp of immortal 
glory, in the heavens. 15355 

As to the faithfulneſs of a covenanting Gop, this 
may be emblematically ſeen in the ſtability of the 
heavenly bodies, and the perpetuity of their mo— 
tions. ®--Thoſe that are fixed or futionary, conti— 
nue unalterably in their grand elevations. No in- 
jurious ſhocks, no violence of conflicting elements, 
are able to diſplace thoſe everlaſting hinges, - on 
which dependent worlds revolve. Through the whole 
flight of time, they recede not, ſo much as a hair's 
50 tet yt v7 | breadth, 


* 1 The tenderneſi and faithfulneſs of Gop to his people, are finely 
tured by the prophet Haiah, Chap. xlii. verſe 3. Which paſſage, 
ecauſe of its rich conſolation, and uncommon heauty, is deſervedly 

adopted by St Matthew, and ingrafted into the ſyſtem of evangelical 
Truths He vill not himſelf break,” nor ſutfer to be broken by any 
other, the bruiſed reed; nor quench the ſmoking flax. Was it poſſible to 
have choſen two more delicate, and expreflive repreſentations ?—— 
Could any image be more ſignificant, of a very iufirm and enfeebled 
Feaith, than the flexile reed, that bends before every uind: which, be- 
ſides its natural weakneſs, is made abundantly weaker by being b 
ed; and ſo is ready to fall in pieces of itſelf ?!—Or, could any 
thing, with a mofe pathetical exactneſs, deſcribe the extreme imbe- 
cility of that other principle of the divine life, love The ſtate of 

the flax, juſt beginning to burn, is liable to be put out by the leaſt 
blaſt ; more liable ſtill is the wick of the lamp, when it is not 6 
much as kindled into a glimmering flame, but only breathing ſmolr, 
and ancertz#in whether it/ſhall take fire or no.—— Yet, true faith and 
heavenly love, .though ſubſiſting amidſt ſuch pitiable infirmitics; will 
not / be abandoned by their great Author; ſhail not be extinguuhcd 
by any temptations: but be maintained, invigorated, and made . 
nally triumphant; Matt. xii. 2. 


m Pſalm cxix, 89, 90. 


THE STARRY HEAVENS. 143 


breadth, from the preciſe central point of their re- 
ſpective ſyſtems: While the erratic, or planetary, 
perform their prodigious ſtages without any inter- 
miſhon, or the leaſt embarraſſment. How ſoon, 
and how eably; is the moſt finiſhed piece of human 
machinery di{concerted! But all the celeſt ial move- 
ments are ſo nicely adjuſted, all their operations ſo 
critically proportioned,” and their mutual dependen- 
cies ſo ſtrongly connected, that they prolong their 
beneficial coutih throughout all ages. While migh- 
ty cities are overwhelmed with ruin, and their very 
names loſt in oblivion; while v empires are ſwept 
from their foundations, and leave not ſo much as a 
ſhadowy: trace of their ancient magnificence;; while 
all terreſtrial ' things are ſubject to viciſſitude, and 
fluctuating- in uncertainty z theſe, are permanent in 
their duration; theſe are invariable in their func- 
tions. Not one faileth.” —Who doubts the con- 
ſtant ſucceſſion of day and night, or the regular re- 
turns of ſummer and winter? And why, OI why, 
ſhall we doubt the veracity of Gon, or diſtruſt the 
accompliſhment, of his _ word? Can the ordinan- 
ces of heaven depart? Ihen only can Gop forget 
to be gracious, or neglect the performance of his 
promiſe, — Nay, our Loxp gives us yet firmer 
ground of affiance. He affords us a ſurer bottom 
for our faith, than the fundeminto/ laws of the uni- 
verſe. Heaven and earth, he ſays, Hui paſs away 3 
but my word fhall not, in a ſingle initance, or in one 
tittle of their import, p away: No; his ſacred 
word, whatever may obſtruct it, whoever may op- 
poſe it, ſhall be fulfiiled to the very uttermoit, . 


O powerful word! How aſtoniſhing is its efhica» 
cy! When this word was ifiucd forth, a thouſand 
worlds emerged out of nothing. Should the mighty 
orders be repeated, a thouſand more would ſpring 
into exiſtence, By this word, the vait ſyſtem of 
| created 
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ereatedithings! is wphald, in conſtant. and - immutable 
perfection. Should it give command, or | ceaſe to 
exert its energy, the univerſal frame would be dif- 
ſolved, and all nature revert-to her original chaos, 
And this very word is pledged for the ſafety, the 
comfort, eg e of the godly. This iuviol- 
able, this almighty word, /peafks. in all; the promiſes 
of the goſpel. How firangely infatuated. are our 
ſouls, that we ſhould value it fo little! What infi- 
dels are we in fact, that we: ſhould depend upon it 
no more! | Did it create whatever has a being; and 
ſhall it not work Faith in our breaſts? Do unnum- 
bered worlds owe their ſupport to this word; and 
ſhall it not be ſufficient to buoy up our ſouls in 
troubles, or eſtabliſn them in trials? Is it the /ife 
of: the univerſe, and (halle it be a dead, letter to man- 
kind? 17 K. 

If I with to be bowed, 9 1 amplote heazenly 
biedingsy: is not this privilege mait clearly made 
. oyer to my enjoyment, in that well-known, text, 
© Aſk, and it ſhall be given you * 7” If I long for 
the eternal Comforter, to dwell in my heart, and 
ſanctify many nature; have I not an apparent title to 
this high prerogative, conferred in that ſweet aſſer- 
tive interrogation, ©:How much more thall your 
© heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to thoſe that 
„ aſk him s?“ —If 1 carneitly covet the ineſtimable 
treaſures, that are comprized in the great Inma- 
NUEL's mediation; can 1 have a farmer. claim to the 
noble portion, than is granted in that moſt precious 
ſeripture, Him that cometh to me, I will, in no 
e wiſe caſt out kr” Mhat aflurance of being inte- 
reſted in theſe unſpeakable mercies would 1 deſire? 
What - form of conveyance, hat deed of ſettlement, 
were it left to my own option, ſhould I chooſe? Here 
19 the word of ing, the King immortel and invi- 

118 l l ſible, 


1115 


45500. vil. 7. Luke ai. 13. b john vi. 37. 
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fiblez all whoſe declarations * are truth itſelf. —lIf a 
monarch beſtow immunities on a body of men, and 
confirm them by an authentic charter; no one con- 
troverts, no one queitions, their right to the royal 
favours! And, why ſhould we ſuſpect the validity 
of thoſe glorious grants, which are made by the 
everlaſting Sovereign of, nature; which he has alſo 
ratified by an oath, and ſealed with the blood of his 
5on ?—— Corporations may be disfranchiſed, and 
charters revoked ; even mountains mm be removed, 
and ſtars drop from their ſpheres: but a tenure, 
founded on the divine promiſe, is unalienably ſecure, 
is laſting as eternity itſelf. 


We have endeavoured to ſpell out a Hale of the 
eternal Name, in the ancient manuſcript of the ſky. 
We have catched a glimpſe of the Almighty's glory, 
from the luſtre of innumerable ſtars. But, would 
we behold all his excelleneies pourtrayed in f// per- 
fection, and drawn to the very life; Jet us atten- 
tively conſider the REDEEMER. —I obſerve, there 
are ſome parts of the firmament in which the ſtars 
ſeem as it were to cliſter. They are ſown thicker, 
they ly cloſer, than uſual; and ſtrike the eye with. 
redoubled ſplendour. Like the jewels on a crown, 
they mingle their beams; and reflect an increaſe of 
brilliancy on each other. —Is there not ſuch an aſ- 
ſemblage, ſuch a conftellation of the divine honours, 
moſt amiably effulgent in the bleſſed Jxsvs ? 
Does not infinite 20i/dom * ſhine, with ſurpaſſin 
brightneſs, in ChRIsT? To the making of 
world, there was no obſtacle; but to the ſaving of 
man, there ſeemed to be unſurmountable bars. If 

Vor. Il. 3 the 

8 —If % fail, ; 
The pillar'd firmament is rottenneſs, | 
; And earth's baſe built on ſtubble.— Mitt. CR b 
See the next note. Sn EPL 5 
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the rebel is ſuffered to eſcape, where is the inflexible 
$#/lice, which denounces “ death as the wages of 
n? If the offender is thoroughly pardoned, 
where is the invioloble veracity, which has ſolemnly 
declared, „ The ſoul that ſinneth, ſhall die?“ 
Theſe awful attributes are ſet in terrible array; and, 
like an impenetrable battalion, oppoſe the ſalvation 
of apoſtate mankind. Who can ſuggeſt a method 
to ab/olve the traitorous race, yet vindicate the ho- 
nours of almighty ſovereignty ? This is an intricacy, 
which the moſt exalted. of finite intelligences are 
unable to clear. —But behold the wnſearchable ſecret 
revealed | revealed in the wonderful redemption ac- 
compliſhed by a dying Saviour! ſo plainly reveal- 
ed, that “ he who runs may read ;” and even babes 
underſtand, what minds of the deepeſt penetration 
could not contrive.— The Sox of Gop, taking our 
nature, obeys the law, and undergoes death, in our 
ſtead. By this means, the threatened cur/e is exc- 
cuted in all its rigour, and free grace is exerciſed 
31 all its riches. Juſtice maintains her rights, and, 
with a ſteady hand, adminiſters impartial vengeance; 
while mercy diſpenſes her pardons, and welcomes 
the repentant criminal into- the tendereſt, embraces. 
Hereby, the ſeemingly thwarting attributes are re- 
conciled. The ſinner is faved, not only in full con- 
ſtence with the honour of. the ſupreme perfections, 
but to the moſt illuftricus manifeRation of them all. 
Where does the divine, pozver i ſo ſignally exert 
itſelf, as in the croſs of CxRisT, and in the con- 
queſts of grace? Our Lok, in, his loweſt ſtate of 
Humiliation, gained a more glorious victory, than 
| eee Fe when, 


» . 
4 - &.v a & - wF 3 


+ Cunisr, the 20 m of GOD, and the porver of COD. 1 Cor. 
i. 24.— To the intent that now, unto the pt intipalities and powers in 
teawenly places, might be known by the: church, (by, the amazing contri- 
vance and accompliſhment of its - redemption): tbe deep, extenſive, 
and {x6\vr% xaos) greatly diverfified wiſdom of GOD, Eph. iü. 10, 
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when, through the dividing ſea, and the waſte- 
howling wilderneſs, “ he rode upon his chariots 
© and horſes of ſalvation.” When his hands were 
riveted with irons to the bloody tree; he diſarmed 
death of its ſting, and plucked the prey from the 
Jaws of hell. Then, even then, while he was cru- 
cified in wweabne/r, he vanquiſhed the frong man, and 
{ſubdued our moſt formidable enemies. Even then, 
he ſpoiled principalities, triumphed over the powers 
of darkneſs, and led captivity captive.—Now he is 
exalted to his heavenly throne ; with what a prevail- 
ing efficacy does his grace go forth, “ conquering 
© and to conquer !”'—By this, the faves of fin are 
reſcued from their bondage, and reſtored to the /iber- 
ty of righteouſneſs. By this, gepraved wretches, 
whoſe appetites were ſenſual, and their diſpoſitions 
deviliſb, are not only renewed, but renewed aſter the 
image of Gor, and made partakers of a divine na- 
ture. Millions, millions of loſt creatures are ſnatch- 
ed, by the interpoſition of grace, like brands from 
the burning, and, tranſlated into everiaſting man- 
ſions, ſhine brighter than the ene, ſaine bright as 
the ſun, in the kingdom of their Father. 

Would you then fee an incomparably more bright 
diſplay of the divine excellency, than the unſpotred 
firmament, the ſpangles of heaven, or the golden 
fountain of day exhibit ?—Conteraplate JESUS of 
Nazareth, He 1s the brightneſs of his father's glory, 
and the expreſs image of his perſon. In his imma-- 
culate nature, in his heavenly tempers, in his moit 
holy life, the moral perfefions of the Deity are re- 
preſented to the higheſt advantage. Hark! how 
_ mercy, with her charming voice, ſpeaks in all he ut- 
ters, —See | how benevolence pours her choiceſt ſtores 

N 2 | It 
zj In this ſenſe, that ſaving of our Lord is eminently true, Fe 
Eat bath ren ME, bath feea the FATHER, John xir. 9. 
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Im all he does. Did ever compaſſion look ſo amiably 
ſoft, as in thofe pitying tears which ſwelled his eyes, 
and trickled down his cheeks, to bedew the rancour 
of his inveterate enemies? Was it poſſible for pa- 
zience to aſſume a form ſo lovely, as that ſweetly-win- 
ning conduct which bore the contradiction of ſin- 
ners? which intreated the obſtinate to be reconcil- 
ed; beſought the guilty not to die ?—In other things, 
we may find ſome ſcattered rays of Jenovan's glory 
but in CHRTIST they are all collected and united; in 
"CHuR1sT they beam forth with the ſtrongeſt radiance, 
with the moſt delightful eſfulgence. Out of Sion, 
and in Sion's great Redeemer, hath GOD appeared 
in perfect beauty. 
Search then, my ſoul, above all other purſuits; 
ſearch the records of redeeming love. Let theſe be 
the principal objecs of thy ſtudy. Here, employ 
thyſelf with the moſt unwearied aſſiduity.— In II eſe 
ure hid ail the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge. * 
Such wiſdom, as charms and aſtoniſhes the very an- 
gels; cngages their cloſeſt attention, and fills them 
with the deepeſt adoration:i /uch REnowledge, as 
| qualifies 


* Col. ii. 3.— Not a mean degree, but a treaſure; not one 
treaſure, but many ; not many only, but all treafures, of true wile 
dom and ſaving knowledge, are in Cukisr, and his glorious goſpel. 
Ihe tranicendent cxcellency of thoſe treaſures ſeems to be finely 

 Itimated in that other expreſſion, arorpuper, bid; which may be in- 
terpreted by the Hebrew, FJ J, Job iii. 21. laid up, with 
the utmolt care and the greateſt ſafety. Not left at all adventures 
to be ſtumbled upon by every giddy wanderer, or to fall into the 
arms of the yawning fluggard ; but, like jewels of the brighteſt luſtre, 
or riches of the higheſt value, It in fore, to adorn and reward the 
diligent ſearcher. j | 

! This, I believe, is the izport of the apoſtle's language, though 
it is not a literal tranſlation of ««g a er48upouary ayſexor , 
I Pet. i. 12. I never had ſuch a lively apprehenſion of the beautiful 
ſignificancy of the laſt word, as when 1 have attended a diſſection of 
fome part of the animal body. In order to diſcern the innig of the 
admirable frame, the latent wonders of art and mechaniſm, the eye 
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qualifies the poſſeſſor, if not for offices of dignity 
on earth, yet, for the molt honourable adyance- 
ments in the kingdom of heaven. Diſunited from 
which knowledge, all application is but elaborate 
irapertinence ; and all ſcience, no better than pom- 
pous ignorance. " 


Theſe records contain the fault- 
leſs model of beauty, and the nobleſt motives to obe- 
dience. Nothing ſo powerful to work a lively faith 
and a joyful hope, as an attentive conſideration of 
our LorD's unutterable merits. Nothing ſo ſove- 
reign to antidote the peſtilential influence of the 
world, and deliver our affections from a flayery to 
ignoble objects, as an habitual remembrance of his 
extreme agonies. The genuine, the ever-fruitful 
ſrurce of all morality, is the unfeigned love of 
CHRIST 4 and the croſs, the cRoss, is the appoint- 
ed 2 altar, from which we may fetch a cal, ® to 
inkindle this ſacred fire. | 


Behold, therefore, the man; the matchleſs and 
ſtupendous man; whoſe practice was a pattern of the 
molt exalted virtue, and his perſon the mirror of 
every divine perfection. Examine the memoirs of 
his heavenly temper, and exemplary converſation. 

| ; | Contemplate 


is ſo ſharpened, and its application ſo intenſely bended, as gives a very 
juſt experimental comment on that expreſſive phraie, <epaxuLor. With 
tuch earneſt attention, is the everlaſting goſpel contemplated by the 
exgelic orders! How much more, if it were poſſible, does it deſerve 
the devout and inceſſant conſideration of hyuzzon minds? Since, by 
them, it is not only to be ſpeculaicd, as a bright and raviſhing di- 
play of the divine attributes; but to be applied to their fallen na- 
ture, as a moſt benign ſcheme of recovering grace; as the ſure and on- 
ly method of obtaining life and immortality. 9p 

à And J, fays our Lord, if I be lifted up from the earth, and extend- 
ed on the croſs, will draw all men unto me; will give ſuch a rich and 
tranſcendent diſplay of my love, as ſhall conſtitute the moſt power- 
ful and prevailing attractive of theirs. John xii. 32. 
d Alluding to Iſaiah vi. 6. | | 

| N 3 


hadbas 4 * » 
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Contemplate that chozr of graces, which were aſſo- 
ciated in his mind, and ſhed the higheſt luſtre on all 
| his actions. Familiarize to thy thoughts his in- 
ſtructive diſcourſes, and enter into the very ſpirit 
of his refined doctrines: that the graces may be 
transfuſed into thy breaſt, and the doctrines tran- 
icribed in thy life.— Follow him to Calvary's horrid 
eminence z to Calvary's fatal eataſtrophe : Where 
innocence, dignity, and merit, avere made perfect. 
through ſuffering : each ſhining, with all poſſible 
ſplendor, through the tragical ſcene ; ſomewhat like 
his own radiant bow, then glowing with the greateſt 
beauty, when appearing in the darkeſt cloud.-—Be 
thy moſt conſtant attention fixed on that lovely and 
forrowful ſpeQtacle. Behold the ſpotleſs victim 
nailed to the tree, and ſtabbed to the heart. Hear 
him pouring out prayers for his murderers, before 
he poured out his ſoul ſor tranſgreſſors. See the- 
wounds that ſtream with forgiveneſs, and bleed balm 
| for a diſtempered world. Ol ſee the juſtice of the 
Almighty and his goodneſs; his mercy and his 
vengeance z. every tremendous and gracious attribute 
manifeſted z manifeſted. with inexpreſſible glory, in 
that moſt ignominicus, yet grande/t of. tranſactions. 


Since Gop is ſo inconceivably great, as theſe his: 
maryellous works declare; | 


Since the great Sw reign ſends ten thouſand: worlds, 

To tell us, he reſides above them all, 

In glory unapproachable receſs ;. 
> b : | How 

l For this guctation; and ſeveral valuable bints, I acknowledge 

myſelf indebted to thoſe beautiful and ſublime poems, intituled, 
Night -Thoug bes Of which, 1.ſhall only ſay, That I receive freſh 
pleaſure, and richer improvement, from every renewed- peruſal. 
And, 1 think, 1 ſhall have reaſon to bleſs the indulgent Beſtower 
of all wiſdom, for thoſe inſtructiye and animating compoſitions, even- 
in my laſt moments. Than: which, nothing can more emphatically” 


teak their /uferior encellence, nor give. a more ſolid ſatisfaction to- 
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How can we forbear haſtening, with Moſes, bowing 
ourſelyes to the earth, and worſhipping? O! what 
an honourable, as well as advantageous employ, 1s 
prayer l- 4dvantageous. By prayer, we cultivate 
that improving correſpondence with JzHovan, we 
carry on that gladdening intercourſe with his Srikrr, 
which muſt begin here, in order to be completed in 
eternity. — Honourable. By prayer, we have acceſs to 
that mighty Potentate, whole ſceptre ſways univerſal 
nature, and whoſe rich regalia fill the ſkies with 
Inftre. Prayer places us in his preſence chamber; 
while “ the blood of ſprinkling” procures us a gra- 
cious audience. | 

Shall I then %% to be found proſtrate before 
the throne of grace? Shall I be e to have 
it known, that I offer up ſocial ſupplications in the 
family, or am conſcientious in oblerving my private 
retirements? Rather let me glory in this unſpeak- 
able privilege. Let me reckon it the n9b/zf7 poſture, 
to fall low on my knees before his footſtocd; and 
the highef honour, to enjoy communion with his 
moſt exalted Majeſty.—Incomparably more noble, 
than to fit, in perſon, on the triumphal chariot ;z or 
to ſtand in effigy, amidſt the temple of worthies. 

Moſt ineftimable, in ſuch a view, is that promiſe, 
which ſo often occurs in the prophetic writings, 
and is the crowning benefit of the new covenant, Z 
will be thy GOD 5. — Will this ſupremely excellent, 
and almighty Being, vouchſafe to be my portion ! 
to ſettle upon a poor ſinner, not the heritage of a 
country; not the poſſeſſion of the whole earth; but 
his own ever-blefled 84? May I then, through 
; | 1 N his 


their worthy author.— Happy ſhould I think myſelf, if theſe little 
ſketches of contemplative devotion might be honoured with the 
oft inferior degree of the ſame ſucceſs; might receive a teſtimony,. 
not from the voice of fame, but from the dying lips of ſome cdibied: 
Chriftian, ; | ; | * 

8 Heb. viii. 10. 


. 
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his free condeſcending grace, and the unknown 
merits of his Son, look upon all theſe infinitely noble 
attributes as my treaſure? May I regard the vwiſdom, 
which ſuperintends ſuch a multitude of worlds, as 
my guide; the pozber, which produced and preſerves 
them in exiſtence, as my guard; the goodne/s, which, 
by an endleſs communication of favours, renders 
them all ſo many habitations of. happineſs, as my 
exceeding great reward ?—W hat a fund of felicity is 
included in ſuch a bleſſing! How often does the 
Iſraelitiſh prince exult in the aſſurance, that this 
unutterable and boundleſs good is his own ? Inte- 
reſted in this, he bids defiance to every evil that can 
be dreaded, and reſts in certain expectation of every 
bleſſing that can be deſired. The LORD i, my 
light and my ſalvation ; whom then fhall 1 fear? The 
LORD, with an air of exultation, he repeats both 
his affiance and his challenge, ig the frength of my 
life ; of whom then ſhall I be afraid“? Nothing ſo 
effeCtual, as this appropriating faith, to inſpire a 
dignity of mind, ſuperior to tranſitory trifles; or to 
create a calmneſs of temper, unalarmed by vulgar 
fears, unappalled by death itſelf. —The LORD i- 
my Shepherd, ſays the ſame truly gallant and heroic 
perſonage; therefore ſball J lack nothing * How is it 
poſſible, he ſhould ſuffer want, who has the all- ſuffi- 
cient fulneſs for his ſupply! So long as unerring 
wiſdom is capable of contriving the means, ſo long 
as uncontroulable power is able to execute them, ſuc 

a one cannot fail of being ſafe and happy, whether 
he continue amidſt the viciſſitudes of time, or depart 


into the unchangeable eternity. 
Here let us ſtand a moment, and humbly con- 
template this great Gor, together with ourſelves, 
in a relative view. —If we reflect on the works 
of material nature, their number incomprehenſible, 
TE re” 


6 Palm xxvij. r. e Pfalm xxiüi. x, 
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nd their extent unmeaſurable; each of them apart 
o admirably framed, the connexions of the whole ſo 
exquiſitely regulated, and all derived from one and 
the ſame glorious Agent :—if we recollect the far 
more noble accompliſhments of elegant taſte, and 
diſcerning judgement ; of refined affetions, and ex- 
alted ſentiments 3 which are to be found among the 
ſeveral orders of intelligent exiſtence ; and all of them 
flowing, in rich emanations, from the one ſole foun- 
tain of intellectual light: —if we farther conſider this 
Author of material beauty, and moral excellency, as 
a Guardian, a Governor, and Benefafer to all his crea- 
tures; ſupporting the whole ſyſtem, and protecting 
each individual, by an ever-watchful providence; 
preſiding over the minuteſt affairs, and cauſing all 
events to terminate in the moſt extenſive good; heap» 
ing, with unremitted liberality, his benefits upon 
every capable object, and making the circuit of the 
univerſe a ſeminary of happineſs :— ls it poſſihle for 
the human heart, under ſuch captivating views, to 
be indifferent towards this molt benign, moſt bounti- 
ſul original of being and of bliſs! Can any be ſs 
immetled in ſtupidity, as to ſay unto the Almighty,— 
in the language of an irreligious temper, and licen- 
tious life, to ſay, “ Depart from us; we implore not 
thy favour, nor deſire the knowledge of thy ways?“ 
Wonder, O heavens ! be amazed, O earth ! and let 
the inhabitants of 6:7þ expreſs their aſtoniſhment, at 
this unparalleled complication of diſingenuous, un- 
grateful, deſtructive perverſeneſs! 

If we conſider our fallen and imperfe ſtate; frail 
in our bodies; enfeebled in our minds; in excry 
part of our conſtitution, and in all the occurrences 
of life, © like a tottering wall, or a broken hedge :” 
—if we ſurvey our indigent and infirm ſtate z without 
holineſs; without ſpiritual ſtrength z our poſſeſſion 
of preſent conveniences entirely dependent on Gop's. 

{overeign 


154 CONTEMPLATIONS ON 
ſovereign pleaſure, yea, forfeited, juſtly forſeited, 
with every future hope, by a thouſand aggravated 
iniquities :—if we add the various di/afkers of our 
condition; agitated as we are by tumultuous paſ- 
ions; oppreſſed with diſpiriting fears; held in 
ſuſpenſe by a variety of perplexing © cares ; liable to 
pains, and expoſed to troubles; troubles from every 
quarter, troubles of every kind: — Can we, amidſt 
ſo many wants, under ſuch deplorable infirmities, 
and ſubject to ſuch difaſtrous accidents, —can we 
be unconcerned, whether Gop's omnipotent, irre- 
ſiſtible, all-conduCting hand be again us, or for us ? 
Imagination itſelf ſhudders at the thought Can 
woe reſt ſatisfied, without a well-grounded 8 
that we are reconciled to this ſupreme Lorp, and 
the objects of his unchangeable goodneſs ?—l1tf there 
be an abandoned wretch, whoſe apprehenſions are 
ſo fatally blinded ;- who is ſo utterly loſt to all ſenſe 
of his duty, and of his intereſt; let me bewail his 
miſery, while I abhor his impiety; bewail his mi- 
ſery, though popularity, with her choiceſt laurels, 
adorn his brow ; though affluence, with her richeſt 

delicacies, 


© Perplexing.-Thoſe who read the original language of the New 
Teſtament, are ſufficiently appriſed that ſuch is the /ignifcancy of that 
benevolent difluaſive, urged by our LorD, wy up, Mat. vi. 25. 
l beg leave, for the ſake of the wnlcarned reader, to obſerve, That 
our tranflation, though for the moſt part faithful and excellent, has 
here miſrepreſented our divine Maſter's meaning. — Take no thought 
for your food, for your raiment, for your bodily welfare, is not only 
not the true ſenſe, but the rever le of this ſcriptural doctrine. We are 
required to take a prudent and moderate thought, for the neceſſaries of 
lifg. The ſluggard, who negęlects this decent precaution, is ſcverely 
_ reprimanded ; is ſent to one of the meaneſt animals, to bluſh for his 
. folly, and learn diſcretion from her conduct, Prov. vi. 6. Our Sa- 
viour's precept, and the exact ſenſe of his expreſſion is, Take no g- 
ous thought; indulge no perplexing care; no ſuch care, as may argue 
an unreaſonable 4 Aruſt of Providence; or may rend and tear your minds 
with diſtreſſing, with pernicions ſolicitude. 
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delicacies, load his table; though half a nation, or, 
half a world, conſpire to call him happy. © 175 
May I, by a believing application, ſolace myſelf 
in this everlaſting ſource of love, perfection, and 
joy. Grant me this requeſt, and I aſk no more.— 
Only, that, J may expect, not with a reluQant an- 
xiety, but with a ready cheerfulneſs, the arrival of 
that important hour, when this veil of fleſh ſhall 
drop, and the ſhadows of mortality flee away: when 
I ſhall no longer complain of ob/cure knowledge, 
languid affections, and imperfe fruition z—but ſhall 
ſee the uncreated and immortal Majeſty ; ſee him 
not in this diſtant and unaffecting method, of rea- 
ſoning from his works; but with the moſt clear and 
direct intuition of the mind :—when I ſhall hve 
him, not with a cold and contracted ſpirit z but 
with the moſt lively and enlarged emotions of gra- 
titude :—when I ſhall inceſſantly ey the light of 
his countenance ; and be united, inſeparably united, 
to his all-glorious GopREAD.— Take, ye ambitious, 
unenvied and unoppoſed, take to yourſelves the toys 
of ſtate, May I be enabled to reoice in this bleſſed 
hope; and to triumph in that amiable, that adorable, 
that delightful name, the LoRD my Gon! And I 
ſhall ſcarce beſtow a thought on the ſplendid page- 
antry of the world, unleſs it be to deſpiſe its empty 
pomp, and to pity its deluded admirers. . 
All theſe bodies, though immenſe in their ſize, 
and almoſt infinite in their multitude, are cbedient 


= 


to the divine command. The Gop of wiſdom “ tell 


« eth their numbers, and is intimately acquainted 
with their various properties. The Gop of power. 
© calleth them all by their names,“ and aſſigns 
them whatſoever office he pleaſes.—Hle mar/hals 
all the ſtarry legions, with infinitely greater eaſe, 
and e oiler: than the molt expert general ar- 
ranges his diſciplined troops. He appoints their p, 
he marks their route, he fixes the time for their re. 


turn. 
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turn. The poſts, which he appoints, they occupy 
without fail. In the route, which he ſettles, they 
erſevere, without the leaſt deviation. And to the 
inſtant, * which he fixes for their return, they are 
preciſely punctual. He has given them a /aw, 
which, through a long revolution of ages, ſhall not 
be broken; unleſs his ſovereign will interpoſes, for 
its repeal, Then, indeed, the motion of the celeſtial - 
orbs is controuled; their action remains ſuſpended ; 
or their influence receives a new direction. ——'The 
fun, at his creation, iſſued forth with a command to 
travel perpetually through the heavens. Since which, 
he has never neglected to perform the great circuit 
cc rejoicing as a giant to run his, race.” But, when 
it is requiſite to accompliſh the purpoſes of divine 
love, the orders are' countermanded; the flaming 
courier remits his career; fande ill in Gibeon ; ® 
and, for the conveniency of the choſen people, holds 
back the falling day.—The moor was diſpatched with 
a charge, never to intermit her revolving courſe, 
till day and night come to an end. But, when the 
children of providence are to be favoured with an 
uncommon continuance of light, ſhe halts in her 
march; makes a ſolemn pauſe in the valley of Aja- 
fon ; © and delays to bring on her attendant train of 
CPE,» | _ ſhadows. 
2 % The planets, and all the innumerable hoſts of heavenly bo- 
% dies, perform their courſes and revolutions, with ſo much cer- 
s tainty and exactneſs, as never once to fail: but, for almoſt 6000 
e years, come conſtantly about to the ſame period, in the hundredth 
„ part of a minute.” STAcKxnovsr's Hiſt, Bille. F 
d This is ſpoken in conformity to the ſcripture language, and ac- 
_ cording to the common notion. With reſpect to the power which 
effeed the alteration, it is much the ſame thing, and alike mira- 
exlous, whether the ſun or the earth be ſuppoſed to move. 
© Joſh, x. 12, 13.-—— The prophet | Habakkuk, according to his 
lofty manner, celebrates this event; and points out, in very po- 
— etical dition, the deſign of ſo ſurpriſing a miracle.— Tbe ſun and 
eus ſeed ſtill in thiir babitation: Jn the light, che long 3 one 
e Ns _ miraculous 
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ſhadows.— When the enemies of the Logo are to be 
diſcomfited, the firs ate levied into the ſervice; the 
ſtars are armed, and take the field; the ftars, in their 
courſes, fought againſt Siſera ©. : 
So dutiful is material nature; ſo obſequious, in 
all her ferms, to her Creator's pleaſure The bel- 
lowing thunders liſten to his voice; and the vollied 
lightnings obſerve the direction of his eye. The 
flying ſtorm, and impetuous whirlwind, wear his 
yoke. The raging waves revere his nod; they ſhake 
the earth; they daſh the ſkies; yet never offer to 
paſs the limits which he has preſcribed. —Even the 
planetary ſpheres, though vaſtly /arger than this 
 wide-extended earth, are, in his hand, as clay in 
the hands of the potter. Though ſwifter than the 
northern blaſt, they ſweep the long tracts of æther; 
yet are they guided by his reins, and execute what- 
ever he enjoins.— All thoſe enormous globes of cen- 


tral fire, which beam through the boundleſs azure 
Vol. II. O in 


miraculous light, i arrozos, edged with deſtruction, walked on their 
awful errand ; in the clear ſbining of the day, protracted for this very 
_. purpoſe, h glittering ſpear, launched by thy people, but guided by 
thy hand, ſprung to its prey. Hab. iii. 11 2 | 
© Judg. v. 20.—— The ſcriptural phraſe, fought againſt, will, I 
hope, be a proper «varrant for every expreſſion | have uſed on this 
occaſion. The paſſage is generally ſuppoſed to ſignify, that ſome 
very dreadful zretcors (which the ſtars were thought to influence) ſuch 
as fierce flaſhes of lightning. impetuous ſhowers of rain, and rapid 
ſtorms of hail, were employed by the Almighty, to terrify, anney, 
and overthrow the enemies of lirael. If fo, there cannot be a ' more 
clear and lively paraphraſe on the text, than thoſe fine lines of x 
Jewiſh writer. —-- His ſevere wrath ſball HE ſbarpen for a feoord; and 
the- world fall fight <vith Bm againſt the ungodly. Then ſhall the rights 
aiming thunderbolts ge abroad; and from the clouds, as from a well- 
drawn bow, ſhall they fly to the mark. And hailſtones, full of wreth 
foall be caſt out of a Ac ne bot and the water of the fea all rage againſ 
them : and the floods (as was the caſe of the river Kiſhon) ſtall eruelly 
 erowen them. Yea, a mighty wind tall ſtand up againſt thene ; and, lik „ ® 
| ſtorm, call blow them away. Wiſd. v. 20, . 22, 23. 5 PENS 
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in compariſon of which, an army of planets were 
like a ſwarm of ſummer inſets ; thoſe, even thoſe, 
are conformable to his will, as the melting wax to the 
imprxeſſed ſeal. Since all, ALL is obedient, through- 
out the whole aſcent of things, ſhall man be the only 
rebel againſt the almighty Maker ? Shall theſe unruly 
appetites reject his government, and refuſe their al- 
legiance ? Shall theſe headſtrong paYſions break looſe 
from divine reſtraint; and run wild, in exorbitant 
allies, after their own imaginations? _ 
O my ſoul! be ſtung with remorſe, and over- 
whelmed with confuſion, at the thought! Is it 
not a righteous thing, that the bleſſed Gop ſhould 
ſway the ſceptre, with the moſt abſolute authority, 
over all the creatures which his power has formed? 
eſpecially over thofe creatures, whom his diftin- 
guiſhing favour has endued with the noble principle 
of reaſon, and made capable of a bliſsful immorta— 
lity? Sure, if all the ranks of inanimate exiſtence 
conform to their Maker's decree, by the neceſſity of 
' their nature; this more excellent race of beings 
mould pay their equal homage, by the vi/ling com- 
pliance of their affections k. — Come then, all ye fa- 
culties of my mind; come, all ye powers of my body ; 
| | give 


u This argument, I ackowledge, is not abſolutely concluſive; 
but it is popular and ſtriking. Nor can I think myſelf obliged, in 

| Jach a work, where fancy bears a conſiderable ſway, to procecd al- 
© ways with the caution and exactneſs of a diſputer in the ſchools. If 
there be ſome appearance of analogy between the fact and the infer- 
ence, it ſeems ſufficient for my purpoſe, though the deduction ſbould 
not be neceſſary, nor the proceſs ſtrictly ſyllogiſtical — One of the 
© apoſtolic fathers has an affecting and ſublime paragraph, which runs en- 
" Eircly in this form: Hie rt M oeanvn, aripwy TE yopot, XUTH THY 
| Fiarayny avly ty oporrin, JA macts napexCaotos. thr oovoy rg 
AIT YA, avios opνẽ,i1i⁰ The ſun, the moon, and the flarry choir, 
without the leaſt deviation, and with the utmoſt harmony, perform the revolu- 
ion: appointed them by the ſupreme decree:---From which remark, and a- 
dundance of other ſimilar juſtances, obſervable in the economy of na- 
re, be exhorts Chriſtians to a cordial wnenimily among ae 

| ” _ 
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give up yourſelyes, without a moment's delay, with- 
out the leaſt reſerve, to his governance. Stand, 
like dutiful ſervants, at his footſtool; in an ever- 
laſting readineſs, to do whatſoever he requires; to be 
whatſoever he appoints; to further, with united ef- 
forts, the purpoſes of his glory in this earthly ſcene z 
or elſe to ſeparate, without reluQance, at his ſum- 


mons; the one, to ſleep in the filent duſt; the other, 


to advance his honour, in ſome remoter colony of 
his kingdom. — Thus, may I join with all the works 
of the Loxp, in all places of his dominion, to recog- 


nize his univerſal ſupremacy ; and proclaim him So- 


vereign of ſouls, as well as Ruler of worlds. 


At my firſt coming abroad, all theſe luminaries 
were eclipſed, by the overpowering luſtre of the 
ſun. They were all placed in the very ſame ſtations ; 
and played the ſame ſprightly beams ; yet not one of 
them was feen. As the daylight wore away, and 
the ſober ſhades advanced; Heſperus, who leads_ the 
ſtarry train, diſcloſed his radiant forehead, and Sek- 
el my eye. While I ſtood gazing on his bright anck 
beautiful aſpect, ſeveral of his attendants peeped 
through the blue curtains. Scarce had I turned to 


obſerve theſe freſh emanations of ſplendor z but o- 
thers dropt the veil; others ſtole into view. When, 
lo! faſter and more numerous, multitudes ſprung 


from obſcurity; they poured, in ſhining troops, and 
in ſweet confuſion, over all the empyrean plain ; till 
the firmament ſeemed like one vait conſtellation ; 
and, “ a flood of glory burit from all the ſkies.” _ 
Is not fuch the %, and ſuch the progreſs, of a 
true converſion, in the prejudiced infidel, or inat= 
| 2 tentive 


and a dutiful „ledence to Cor. Vid. Clem. Roman. T Ep. ad Corinths 


8. 20.---Sce alſo a beautiful ode in Dr Watts's lyric poems, intitnled,.. 
| P 1 


Me Compariſon and Corpdaint, which turns upon this very thought, 
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tentive ſinner? During the period of his, vainer 
years, a thouſand interetting truths lay utterly undif- 
covered; a thouſand momentous concerns; were. en- 
tirely diſregarded. But, when divine grace diſhpates 
the delufive glitter, which dazzled his underſtanding, , 
and beguiled his affe ctions; then he begins to dif- 
cern, dimly to diſcern, the things which belong unto 
his peace. Some admonition of ſcripture darts con- 
viction into his foul; as the glimmering of a ſtar 
pierces the gloom of night. Then, perhaps, another 
awful or cheering text impreſſes terror, or diffuſes 
comfort. A threatening alarms his fears, or a promiſe 
awakens his hopes. This, poſſibly, is ſucceeded: by 
ſome affliftive diſpenſation of providence; and im- 
proved by ſome edifying and inſtruQtive converſation. 
All which is eſtabliſhed, as to its continuance ;z and 
enlarged, as to its influence; by a diligent ſtudy of 
the ſacred word. —By this means, new truths conti- 
nually pour their evidence; ſcencs of refined and 
exalted, but hitherto unknown delight, addreſs him 
with their attractives. New defires take wing; new 
Purſuits are f=t ou fegt. A new turn of ind forms 
his temper; a new habit of converſation regulates his 
life. In a word, %% things are paſſed away, and all 
things become new. He, who was ſometime darknels, 
is now light, and life, and joy in the LorD. 


The more attentively I view the chryſtal concave, 
the more fully 1 difcern the riches of its decorations. 
Abundance of minuter lights, which lay concealed. 
from a ſuperficial notice, are viſible on a c/:/cr exa- 
mination z eſpecially in thoſe tracts of the ſky, 
which are called the galaxy, and are diſtinguiſhable 
by a ſort of milky path. There the ſtars are croud- 
ed, rather than diſſeminated. The region ſecms to 
be all om a blaze, with their blended rays. —Beſides 
this vaſt profuſion, which, in my preſent ye 

| „ 
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the eye diſcovers ; was I to make my ſurvey, from 
any other part of the globe, lying nearer the ſouthern 
pole; I ſhould behold a new cheir of ſtarry bodies, 
which have never appeared within our horizon.— 
Was I (which is ſtill more wonderful) either here 
or there, to view the firmament with the virtuoſo's 
glaſs; I ſhould find a prodigious multitude of 
flaming orbs, which, immerſed in depths of æther, 
eſcape the keeneſt unaſſiſted fight ®.—Yet, in theſe 
various ſituations, even with the aid of the teleſcopic 
tube, 1 ſhould not be able to deſcry the half, perhaps 
not a therandth part, of thoſe majeſtic luminaries, 
which the vaſt expanſive heavens contain f. —— 50, 
the more diligently I purſue my ſearch into thoſe 
oracles of eternal truth, the /eriptures ; I perceive. 
a wider, a deeper, an ever-increaſing fund of ſpiri- 
tual treaſures. I perceive the brighter ſtrokes of. 
wiſdom, and the richer diſplays of goodneſs; a more 
tranſcendent excellency in the illuſtrious Meſſiah, 
and a more deplorable vileneſs in fallen man; a more 
immaculate purity in Gor's law, and more precious 
privileges in his goſpel. Yet, after a courſe of ſtudy, 
ever fo aſſiduous, ever ſo prolonged, I ſhould have 
| . 5 1 reaſon: 
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b Come forth, O man, yon azure round furvey, . 
And view thoſe lamps, which yicld eternal day. 
Bring forth thy glaſſes : clear thy won/'ring eyes: | 1 
Millions beyond the former millions riſe : | "= 
Look farther ;---millions more blaze from remoter ſkies. 


See an ingenious poem, intduled, The Univerſe. 


f How noble, confidercd in this view, are the celebrations of the: 
divine Majefty, which frequently occur in the facred writings! In 
ts LORD that made the heavens ; Pſal. xcvi. 5 ---What a prodigious + 
dignity does ſuch a ſenſe of things give to that devout afcription of * 
Praiſe! Thou, even thou art LORD alone; thou haſt made heaven, the 
beaven f heavens, with all the r 5% , Neh ix. 6.--Examined by this 
rule, the beautiful climax in our inſpired hymn, is ſub! me beyond“ 
compare! Praiſe HIM. fun and mon: praiſe HIM, all ye flars of,” 
light ; Praiſe HIM, ye heavens of heavens ; Pal. cxlviii.- 3, 4. 
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reaſon to own myſelf. a mere babe in heavenly know- 


ledge; or at moſt, but a puerile proficient in the 
ſchool of CHRIST. 


After all my moſt accurate inſpection, thoſe ſtarry 
orbs appear but as glittering points, Even the pla- 
nets, though ſo much nearer our earthly manſion, 
ſeem only like burning bu/lets. If, then, we have 
ſuch · imperfect apprebenſions of viſible and material 
things; how much more ſcanty and inadequate muſt 
be our notions of inviſible and immortal objects! 
We behold the ſtars. Though every one is incom— 
parably bigger than the globe we inhabit, yet they 
dwindle, upon our ſurvey, into the moſt diminutive 
forms. Thus we ſee, by faith, the glories of the 
bleſſed Jesvs, the atoning efficacy of his death, the 
juſtifying merit of his righteouſneſs, and the joys 
which are reſerved for his followers. But, alas! e- 
ven our moſt exalted ideas are vaſtly be/cav the truth; 
as much below the truth, as the report which our 
eyes make of thoſe celeſtial edifices, is inferior to 
their real grandeur.—— Should we take in all the 
magnifying aſſiſtances which art has contrived, thoſe 
luminous bodies would elude our kill, and appear 
as ſmall as ever. Should an inhabitant of earth 
travel towards the cope of heaven; and be carried 


forwards, in his aerial journey, more than a hundred 


and ſixty millions of miles e; even in that advanced 


ſituation, thoſe oceans of flame would look no larger 


than radiant fpecks.—In like manner, conceive ever 
fo magnificently of the RepeEEMER's honours, and 
of the bliſs which he has purchaſed for his people; 

| | ; | yet 


e This, incredible as it may ſeem, is not a mere ſuppoſition, but a 


real fact. For, about the 21ſt of December, we are. above 


160,000,000 of miles nearer the Northern parts of\the ſky, than we 
dre at the 21ſt of June. And yet, with regard to the ſtars. ſituate 
in that quarter, we perceive no change in their Peet, nor any as 


_ weentation of their magnitude. 
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yet you. will fall ſhort. Raiſe your imagination 
higher ; ſtretch your invention wider; give them 
all the ſcope which a ſoaring and excurfive fancy 
can take; {till your conceptions will be extremely. 
diſproportionate to their genuine perfeCtions.—Vaſlt 
are the bodies which roll in the expanſe of heaven 
vaſter far are thoſe fields of zther, through which 
they. run their endleſs round : but the excellency of 
JEsus, and the happineſs laid up for his ſervants, 
are greater than either, than bath, than a!l, An in- 
ſpired writer calls the former, “ the unſearchable 
© riches of CyHRisT ;” and ſtyles the latter, “an ex- 
% ceeding great and eternal weight of glory.” 


If thoſe ſtars are ſo many inexhauſtible magazines 
of fire, and immenſe re/ervars of light; there is no- 
reaſon to doubt, but they have ſome very grand 
uſes, ſuitable to the magnificence of their nature. 
To ſpeciſy, or explain, the particular purpoſes they 
anſwer, is altogether impoſſible, in our preſent ſtate 
of diſtance and ignorance. This, however, we may 
clearly difcern ; they are diſpoſed in that very man- 
ner which is moſt plcapng and moſt ſerviceable to 
mankind.— They are not placed at an fenite remove, 
ſo as to ly beyond our ſight; neither are they brought 
fo near our abode, as to annoy us with their beams. 
We ſee them ſhine on every fide. The deep azure, 
which ſerves them as a ground, heightens their 
ſplendour. At the ſame time, their influence is 
gentle, and their rays are deſtitute of heat. So that 
we are ſurrounded with a multitude of fiery globes, 
which beautify and illuminate the firmament, with» 
out any riſk, either to the co9/ne/s of our night, or 
the quiet of our repoſe.—W ho can ſufficiently ad- 
mire. that wondrous benignity, which, on our ac- 
count, ſtrews the earth with bleſſings of every kind, 
and vuuchſates to make the very heavens ſubſervient 
to our delight? i 7 

e It 
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It is not ſolely to adorn the roof of our palace 
with coſtly gildings, that Gop commands the ce— 
leſtial luminaries to glitter through the gloom. We 


alſo reap conſiderable benefits from their miniſtry. 
— They divide our time, and fix its ſolemn periods, 


_ , "They ſettle the order of our works; and are, accord- 


ing to the deſtination mentioned in ſacred writ, * for 
e ſigus and for ſeaſons; for days and for years.“ 
The returns of heat and cold alone, would have 
been too precarious a rule. But theſe radiant bodies, 
by the variation, and alſo by the regularity, of their 
motions, afford a method of calculating, abſolutely 
certain, and ſufficiently obvious. By this, the farm 
er is inſtructed when to commit his grain to the fur- 
rows, and how to conduct the operations of huſband- 
ry. By this, the /ai/or knows. when to proceed on 
his voyage with the leaſt peril, and how to carry on. 
the buſineſs of navigation with moſt ſucceſs. 
Why ſhould not the Chriſtian, the probationer 
for eternity, learn from the ſame monitors to 
number — for nobler purpoſes, to number his days ;- 
and duly to tranſact the grand, grand affairs of his: 
everlaſting ſalvation? Since God has appointed 
ſo many bright meaſurers of our time, to determine 
his larger periods, and to minute down its ordinary 
ſtages z ſure, this moſt ſtrongly inculcates its value, . 
and ſhould powerfully prompt-us to improve it, —— 
Behold e the ſupreme Loxp marks the progreſs of 
our life, in that moſt conſpicuous kalendar above. 
Does not ſuch an ordination tell us, and in the moſt 
emphatical language, that our life is given ſor ½, 
not for was? that no portion of it is delivered 
but under a ſtrict account; that all of it is entered, 
as it paſſes, in the divine regiſter; and therefore, 
that the ftewards of ſuch a talent are to expect a 
Future reckoning ? —Behold !' the very heavens are 
bidden to be the accountants of our-years, and months, 
and days. O! may this induce us to manage them 
4 with 
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with a vigilant frugalityz to part with them, as 
miſers with their hoarded treaſure, warily and cir- 
cumſpectly; and, if poſſible, as merchants. with 
their rich commoditivs, not without an equivalent, ei- 
ther in perſonal improvement, or ſocial. uſefulneſs! 


How bright the ſtarry diamonds ſhine! The 
ambition of eaſtern monarchs could imagine no diſ- 
tinction more noble and fublime, than that of being 
likened to thoſe braming orbs x. They form night's 
richeſt dreſs ; and ſparkle upon her ſable robe, like 
jewels of the fineſt luſtre. Like jewels. I wrong 
their character. The lucid ſtone has no brilliancy 


quenched is the flame even. of the golden topaz. 


compared with thofe glowing decorations of heaven. 
——How widely are their radiant honours diffuſed ! 


No nation ſo remote, but ſees their beauty, and re- 


621 in their uſefulneſs. They have been admired 


y all preceding generations; and every riſing age 
will gaze on their charms, with renewed delight. — 


How animating, then, is that promiſe, made to the 


faithful miniſters of the goſpel! “ They that turn 


© many to righteouſneſs, thall thine as the ſtars for 


% ever and ever 1.“ I. not this a moſt winning 
encouragement, * to ſpend and be ſpent” in the 


ſervice of ſouls? Methinks, the ſtars beckon, as: 
they twinkle. Methinks, they ſhew me their ſplen- 
dors, on purpoſe to infpire me with alacrity in the 
race fect before me; on purpote to enhven my adwvity; 
in the work that is given me to do,—Yesz ye ma- 
jeftic monitors, 1 underttand your meaning. If 
honour has any charms; if true glory, the glory; 
which cometh from God, is any attractive; you 
diſplay the moſt powerful incitements to exerciſe all 
afliduiry in my holy- vocation. I will henceforth 
ebicrve your intimation ; and, when zeal becomes 


languid,, 


k Num. xxiv. 17. Dan. viii. 10. | Dan. xii. 3. 
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It is not ſolely to adorn the roof of our palace 
with coſtly gildings, that Gon commands the ce— 
leſtial luminaries to glitter through the gloom. We 
alſo reap conſiderable benefits from their miniſtry, 
— They divide our time, and fix its ſolemn periods. 


They ſettle the order of our works ; and are, accord- 


ing to the deſtination mentioned in ſacred writ, © for 
„ ſigus and for ſeaſons; for days and for years.“ 
The returns of heat and cold alone, would have 
been too precarious a rule. But theſe radiant bodies, 
by the variation, and alſo by the regularity, of their 
motions, afford a method of calculating, abſolutely 
certain, and ſufficiently obvious. By this, the form- 
er is inſtructed when to commit his grain to the fur- 
rows, and how to conduct the operations of huſband- 
ry. By this, the failor knows when to proceed on 
his voyage with the leaſt peril, and how to carry on 
the buſineſs of navigation with moſt ſucceſs, 

Why ſhould not the Chriſtian, the probationer 
for eternity, learn from the ſame monitors to 
number for nobler purpoſes, to number his days ; 
and duly to tranſact the grand, grand affairs of his. 
_ everlaſting ſalvation? Since God has appointed 
ſo many bright meaſurers of our time, to determine 
his larger periods, and to minute down its ordinary 
' ſtages; ſure, this moſt ſtrongly inculcates its value, 
and ſhould powerfully prompt-us to improve it. —— 
Behold !- the ſupreme EORD marks the progreſs of 
our life, in that moſt conſpicuous kalendar above, 
Does not ſuch an ordination tell us, and in the moſt 
emphatical language, that our life is given for ½, 
not for was? that no portion of it is delivered 
but under a ſtrict account; that all of it is entered, 
as it paſſes, in the divine regiſter; and therefore, 
that the ftewards of ſuch a talent are to expect a 
future reckoning ?—Behold !' the very heavens are 
bidden to be the accountants of our-years, and months, 
and days. O! may this induce us to manage N 
2 With 
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with a vigilant frugality; to part with them, as 
miſers with their boarded treaſure, warily and cir- 
cumſpectly; and, if poſſible, as merchants. with 
their rich commdities, not without an equivalent, ei- 
ther in perſonal improvement, or ſocial uſefulneſs! 


How bright the ftarry diamonds ſhine ! The 
ambition of eaſtern monarchs could imagine no diſ- 
tinction more noble and ſublime, than that of being 
likened to thoſe braming orbs x. They form night's 
richeſt dreſs; and ſparkle upon her ſable robe, like 
jewels of the fineſt luſtre. Like jewels. I wrong 
their character. The lucid ſtone has no brilliancy 
quenched is the flame even of the golden topaz 
compared with thoſe glowing decorations of heaven. 
—— How widely are their radiant honours diffuſed ! 
No nation ſo remote, but ſees their beauty, and re- 
oices in their uſefulneſs. They have been admired 
jo all preceding generations; and every riling age 
will gaze on their charms, with renewed delight. — 
How animating, then, is that promiſe, made to the 
faithful miniſters of the goſpel! “ They that turn 
„% many to righteouſneſs, ſhall thine as the ſtars for 
« ever and ever 1.“ I. not this a moſt winning 
encouragement, “ to ſpend and be ſpent” in the 
ſervice of ſouls? Methinks, the ſtars ,beckon, as 
they twinkle. Methinks, they ſhew me their ſplen- 
dors, on purpoſe to inſpire me with alacrity in the 
race ſet before me; on purpoſe to enliven my activity, 
in the work that is given me to do. — Ves; ye ma- 
jeftic monitors, 1 underſtand your meaning. If 
honour has any charms; if true glory, the glory; 
which cometh from God, is any attractive; you 
diſplay the moſt powerful incitements to exerciſe all 
ailiduiry in my holy- vocation, I will hencetorth 
ehſet ve your intimation; ; and, when zeal becomes 

languid,, 


E Num. xxiv. 17. Dan. vill. 10. | Dan. xii. 3. 
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languid, have recourſe to your heavenly lamps; if 


ſo be I may rekindle its ardour at thoſe inextinguiſh- 
able fires. 


Of the polar ſtar, it is obſervable, that, while o- 
ther luminaries alter their ſituation, this ſeems inva- 
riably „re. While other luminaries, now, mount 
the battlements of heaven, and appear upon duty; 
now retire beneath the horizon, and reſign to a freth 
ſet, the watches of the night; this never departs from 
its ſtation. This, in every ſeaſon, maintains an uni- 
form poſition ; and is always to be found in the ſame 
tract of the northern ſky.—— How often has this 
beamed bright intelligence on the /az/or, and con- 
ducted the keel to its defired haven! In early ages, 
thoſe who went down to the ſea in ſhips, and occu— 
pied their buſineſs in great waters, had ſcarce any 
other ſure guide for their wandering veſſel. This, 
therefore, they viewed, with the moit ſolicitous at- 
tention, By this they formed their obſervations, 
and regulated their voyage. When this was obſcure 
ed by clouds, or enveloped in miſts, the trembling 
mariner was bewildered on the watery waite. His 
thoughts fluctuated, as much as the floating ſurge ; 
and he knew not where he was advanced, or 20% 
ther he ſhould ſteer. But, when this auſpicious 
ſtar broke through the gloom, it diſſipated the an— 
xiety of his mind, and cleared up his dubious paſ- 
ſage. He re- aſſumed, with alacrity, the manage— 
ment of the helm; and was able to ſhape his courſe, 
with ſome tolerable degree of fatisfaction and cer- 
tainty. 

Such, only much clearer in its light, and much 

ee ſurer 


m I ſpeak in conformity to the appearance of the object. For, 
though this remarkable ſtar revolves round the pole, its motion is ©. 
flow, and the circle it deſcribes ſo /mall, as render both the revolution 
and change of ſituation hardly perceivable, 
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ſurer in its direction, is the holy word of Gon, to 
thoſe myriads of intellectual beings, who are bound 
for the eternal ſhores; who, embarked in a veflel 
of feeble fleſh, are to paſs the waves of this tempeſt- 
uous and perilous world. In all dificulties, thaſe 
ſacred pages ſthed an encouraging ray; in all uncer- 
tainties, they ſuggeſt the right determination, and 
point out the proper procedure, What is (till a 
more ineſtimable advantage, they, like the ſtar which 
conducted the eaſtern ſages, make plain the way of 
acceſs to a Redeemer. They diſplay his unſpeakable 
merits; they diſcover the method of being intereſt- 
ed in his great atonement ; and lead the weary ſoul, 
 tofſed by troubles, and fbat:ered by temptations, to 
that only harbour of peaceful repoſe. ——Let us, 
therefore, attend to this wnerring directory, with 
the ſame conſtancy of regard, as the ſeafaring man 
obſerves his compaſs. Let us become as thorough- 
ly acquainted with this. facred chart, as the pilot 1s 
with every truſty mark, that gives notice of a lurk- 
ing rock; and with every open road, that yields a 
ſafe paſſage into the port. Above all, let us commit 
ourſelves to this infallible guidance, with the ſame 
implicit reſignation ; let us conform our conduct to 
its exalted precepts, with the ſame ſedulous care, as 
the children of Ifrael, when ſojourning in the track- 
leſs deſart, followed the pillar of fire, and the mo- 
tions of the miraculous cloud. —— S0 will it intro- 
duce us, not into an earthly Canaan, flowing with 
milk and honey; but into an immortal paradiſe, where 
is the fulneſs of joy, and where are pleaſures for 
evermore. It will introduce us into thoſe happy, 
happy regions, where our /un ſbull na more go dau, 
nor our moon withdraw itſelf; for the LORD fhall be 
our everlnſiing light, and the days of our mourning, to- 
gether with the fatigues of our pilgrimage, ball be 
A 5 5 
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1 perceive a great variety in the ſrze and ſplendor 
of thoſe gems of heaven. Some are of the fitſt mag- 
nitude; others of an inferior order. Some gov with 
intenſe flames; others glimmer with fainter beams. 
Fet a/l are beautiful; all have their peculiar luſtre, 
and diſtin ct uſe; all tend, in their different degrees, 
to enamel the cope of heaven, and embroider the 
robe of mght.—'This circumſtance is remarked by 
an author, whoſe ſentiments are a ſource of wil- 
dom, and the very ſtandard of truth. “ One ſtar,“ 
ſays the apoſtle of the Gentiles, * difereth from an- 
„ other ſtar in glory: % alſo is the reſurrection of 
4 the dead.” | 
In the world above, are various degrees of hap— 
pineſs, various feats of honour. Some will riſe to 
more illuſtrious diſtinctions, and richer joys b. 
Some, like veſſels of ample capacity, will admit 
more copious acceſhons of light and excellence. Yet 
there will be no want, no deficiency, in any; but a 
fulneſs both of divine ſatisfactions, and perſonal 
perfections. Each will enjoy all the good, and be 
- adorned with a the glory, that his heart can wiſh, 
or his condition receive. None will know what it 
is to envy. Not the leaſt malevolence, nor the leaſt 
ſelfiſhneſs, 'bur everlaſting friendſhip prevails, and- a 
mutual complacency in each other's delight. Love, 
© cordial love, will give every ſaint a particular par- 
ticipation of all the ſruitions © which are diffuſed 
through the whole aſſembly of the bleſſed. —— No 
one eclipfes, but each refefs light upon his brother. 
"A ſweet interchange of rays ſubſiſts; all enlighten- 
ed by the great Fountain, and all enlightening one 
eee another. 


d 1 Cor. xv. 4, 42. The great Mr Mead prefers the ſenſe here 

given, and the lcarned Dr Hammond | adrits it into his paraphraſe. 

Whoſe joint authority, though far from excluding any ether, yet is a 
ſufficient warrant for his application of the words. 


© Tile invidiam, et tuum ef} qued babes : Toile invidiam, et meum ef 
uod babes, AVUGUSIINE, | 1 
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another. By which reciprocal communication of 
pleaſure and amity, each will be continually ce 
ing from, each inceſſantly adding 79, the general fell 
city. | Apo gs 
Happy, ſupremely happy they, who are admitted 
into the celeſtial manſions. Better to be, a door- 
keeper in thoſe © ivory palaces,” than to fill the 
molt. gorgeous throne on earth. The very loweſt 
place at Gon's right hand, is diſtinguiſhed honour, 
and conſummate bliſs. —O ! that we may, in ſome 
meaſure, anticipate that beatific ſtate, while we re- 
main in our baniſhment below! May we, by rejeic- 
ing in the ſuperior proſperity of another, make it 
o cn ! and, provided the general reſult is harmo- 
ny, be content, be pleaſed, with whatſoever part is 
aligned to our ſhare in the univerſal choir of affairs. 
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While I am conſidering the heavenly bodies, I 
mult not entirely forget thoſe fundamental laws of 
our modern aſtronomy, prejection and attration, 
One of which is the all-becoming cement, the o- 
ther is the ever-operative ſpring of the mighty frame. 
In the beginning, the all-creating FiaT impreſſed a 
proper degree of motion on each of thoſe whirlin 
orbs; which, if not controuled, would have e . 
them on, in ſtraight lines, and to endleſs lengths, 
till they were even loſt in the abyſs of ſpace. But 
the gravitating property being added to the prejectile 
force, determined their courſes to a circular d form; 
and obliged the reluctant rovers to perform their de- 

Vor. II. P ſtined 


© Pſalm Ixxxiv. 10. 
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d I am aware, the planctary orbits are not ſtrictly circular, but ra- 
ther elliptical. However, as they are but a ſmall remove from the 
perfectly round figure, and partake of it incomparably more than 
the trajectories of the comets, I chooſe to repreſent the thing in this 
view: eſpecially, becauſe the notion of a circle is ſo much more in- 
telligible to the generality of readers, than that of an ellipfis ; and 
becauſe I laid it down for a rule, not to admit any ſuch ab/truſe ſen- 

| | TREE | timent, 
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ſtined rounds. Were either of thoſe cauſes to ſuſ- 
pend N their action, all the harmonioufly-moving 
ſpheres would be diſconcerted, would degenerate 
into ſluggiſh inactive maſles, and, falling into the 
central fire, be burnt to aſhes, or elſe would exorbi- 
tate into wild confuſion, and each, by the. rapidity 
of its whirl, be d:/jpated into atoms. But the im- 
pulſive and attractive energy being moſt nicely at- 
tempered, to each other, and, under the immediate 
operation of the Almighty, exerting themſelves in 
perpetual concert ; the various globes run their radi- 
ant races, without the leaſt interruption or the leaſt 
deviation, ſo as to create the alternate changes of 
day and night, and diſtribute the uſeful viciſſitudes 
of ſucceeding ſeaſons ; fo as to anſwer all the preat 
ends of a gracious Providence, and procure every 
comfortable convenience for univerſal nature. 

Does not this conſtitution of the material, very 
naturally lead the thoughts to thoſe grand principles 
of the moral and devotional world, faith and laue? 
——Theſe are oſten celebrated by the inſpired apoſtle, 
as. a comprehenſive ſummary of the goſpel. e Theſe 
inſpirit breads and regulate the progreſs, of each 
private Chriſtian. Theſe unite the whole congrega- 
tion of the faithful to Gop, and one another ;—to 
Gop, the, great centre, in the bonds of gratitude 
and devotion z—to one another, by a reciprocal inter- 
55 1 „ courſe 
timent, or difficult expreſſion, as ſhould demand a painful attention, 
inſtead of raiſing an agreeable idea. For which reaſon, I have avoid- 
ed technical terms ; have taken no notice of Jupiter's ſatellites, or Sa- 
turn's ring; have not ſo much as mentioned the names of the planets, 
nor attempted to wade into any depths of the ſcience; left, to thoſe 
who have no opportunity of uſing the teleſcope, or of acquainting 


themſelves with a tyſtem of aſtronomy, 1 ſhould propound riddles, ra- 
ther than diſplay entertaining and edifying truths, 


. Col. i. 4˙ Philem. ver. 5 
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courſe of brotherly affections, and friendly offices. 
If you aſk, Why is it impoſſible for the true believer 
to live at all adventures? to on, N. in ſloth, or ha- 
bitually to deviate from duty? — We anſwer, It is 
owing to“ his faith, working by love.” * He af- 
ſuredly truſts, that CHRIST has ſuſtained the infamy, 
and endured the torment, due to his fins. He firm= 


ly relies on that divine propitiation, for the pardon 


ot all his guilt, and humbly expects everlaſting ſal- 
vation, as the purchaſe of his Saviour's merits. 
This produces fuch a ſpirit of gratitude, as refines 
his irclinations, and animates his whole behaviour. 
He can et, he cannot run to exceſs of riot; becauſe 
love to his adorable REDEEMER, like a ſtrong, but 
flken ca,, ſweetly reſtrains him. He cannot, he 
cannot I» led in a lethargic indolence ; becauſe 
love to the {ne infinite BenefaQtor, like a pungent, 
but endear::; /pur, pleaſingly excites him. In a 
word, faith iupplies the powerful impulſe, while 
love gives the ſetermining bias, and leads the wil- 
ling feet through the whole circle of Gop's com- 
mandments. By the united efficacy of theſe hraven- 
ly graces, the Chriſtian conduct is preſerved in the 
uniformity and beauty of holineſs ; as, by the blend- 
ed power of thoſe Newtonian principles, the folar 
ſyſtem revolves, in a ſteady and magnificent regu- 
larity. | 5 


How admirable, how extenſive, how diverſified, 
is the force of this ſingle principle, attraftion ! ® — 
This penetrates the very eſſence of all bodies, and 
diffuſes itſelf to the remoteſt limits of the mundane 
tyltem. By this, the worlds, impreſſed with motion, 
hang /elf-balanced on OO.” and, though 

X 2 OIDS 


f Gal. v. 6. WES | 
6 mean the attraction both of gravitation and coheſion, 
* Ponderibus librata ſuis. Ov. 
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orbs- of immenſe magnitude, require nothing but 
this amazing property ſor their ſupport. -To this, 
we aſcribe a phenomenon of a very different kind, 
the preſſure of the atmoſphere; which, though a 
Veidin and expanſive fluid, yet conſtipated by an 
attractive energy, ſurrounds the whole globe, and 
incloſes every creature, as it were, with a tight 
andage z an expedient this, abſolutely neceſſary 
to prelerve the texture of our bodies, and indeed 
to maintain every ſpecies of animal exiſtence. At- 
traction! Urged by this wonderful impetus, the 
rivers circulate, copious and unintermitted, among 
all the nations of the earth, ſweeping with rapidity 
down the fleeps, or ſoftly ebbing through the plains. - 
Impelled by the ſame myſterious force, the nutricious 

Juices are detached from the ſoil, and, aſcendin 
the trees, find their way through millions of the 
fineſt meanders, in order to transſuſe vegetative life 
into all the branches. ——This confines the ocean 
within proper bounds. Though the waves thereof 
roar—though they toſs themſelves with all the 
madneſs, of indignant rage—yet, checked by this 
potent, this inevitable curb, 1 ag unable to paſs 
even the flight barrier of ſand. To this the moun— 
tains owe that unſhaken firmneſs, which laughs at 
the ſhock of careering winds, and bids the tempeſt, 
with all its mingled t impotently rave. — By 
virtue of this inviſible mechaniſm, without the aid 
of crane or pulley, or any inftrument of human de- 
vice, many thouſand tons of water are raiſed, every 
moment, into the regions of the firmament. By 
this, they continue /uſperded in thin air, without 
any capacious ciſtern to contain their ſubſtance, or 
any maffy pillars to ſuſtain. their weight, By this 
ſame varioufly-acting power, they return to the 
place of their native reſidence, d:/7://ed in gentle falls 
of dew, or precipitated in impetuous ſhowers of rain 
they „ide into the fields in fleecy flights of ſnow, or 
TR are 
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are darted upon the houſes in clattering ſtorms of 
hail.— This occaſions the ſtrong coheſion of ſolid bo- 
dies; without which, our large machines could ex- 
ert themſelves with no vigour, and the nicer utenſils 
of life would elude our expectations of ſervice. 
This affords a foundation for all thoſe delicate or 
noble mechanic arts, which furniſh mankind with 
numberleſs conveniences, both of ornament and de- 
ligbht.—— In ſhort, this is the prodigious Salla, 
which compoſes the equilibrium, and conſtitutes the 
ſtability of things; this is the great chain, which 
forms the connexions of univerſal nature ; and the 
mighty engine, which prompts, facilitates, and, in 
good meaſure, accomplithes all her operations. 
What complicated effetts, from a ſingle cauſe f | What 
profuſion, amidſt frugality! an unknown profuſion” 

of benefits, with the utmoſt frugality of expence ! 
And what. is this attraction? Is it a quality, in- 
its exiſtence, inſeparable from matter; and, in its 
acting, independent on the DerTty ?——Quite the 
reverſe. It is the very Anger of Gop; the conſtant 
impreſhon of divine power; a principle, neither in- 
nate in matter, nor intelligible by mortals. Does 
it not, however, bear a conſiderable analogy to the 
agency of the HoLYy Grosr, in the Chriſtian ceco- - 
nomy? Are not the gracious operations of the 
bleſſed Spirit, thus extenſive, thus admirable, thus 
various — That Almighty Being tranſmits, his giſts 
through every age, and communicates his graces to- 
every adherent on the RED EEMER. All, either of” 
iluſtrious memory, or of beneficial tendency; in a2 
word, “ all the good that is done upon earth, he: 
« doth it himſelf,” Strong in ig aid, and in the- 
1 3 | Ppowerr 


t gee another remarkable inſtance of this kind, in the Ni 
en A Flower: Garden, page 153, 154.---together with a fine obiſervation,, 
quoted in the correſponding notas. Sheds | 
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power of his might, the ſaints of all times have trod 
vice under their feet; have triumphed, over this ab- 
ject world; and converſed in heaven, while the 
dwelt on earth. Not I, but the grace of GOD which 
was with me, is the unanimous acknowledgement 
of them all.— By the ſame kindly ſuccours, the whole 
church is ſtill enlightened, quickened, and governed. 
Through his benign influences, the ſcales of ignorance 
fall from the underſtanding ; the leproſy of evil con- 
cupiſcence is purged from the will; and the fetters, 
the more than adamantine fetters of habitual iniquity, 
drop off from the converſation. He breathes even 
upon dry bones, d and they live: they are animated 
with faith; they pant with ardent and heavenly de- 
fire; they exerciſe themſelves in all the duties of 
godlineſs.— His real, though ſecret, inſpiration diſ- 
folves the flint in the impenitent breaſt, and binds. 
up the ſorrows of the broken heart; raiſes the 
thoughts. high in the elevations of holy hope, yet 
lays them low in the humiliations of inward abaſe- 
ment; feels. the foul with impenetrable reſolution, 
and perſevering fortitude z at the ſame time, „tens 
it into a dove-like meekneſs, and melis it in peniten- 
| 111 ſorrow. 


When I contemplate thoſe ample and magnificent 
ſtructures, erected over all the æthereal plains :— 
when I look upon them as ſo many ſplendid repofito- 
Ties of light, or fruitful abodes of life :>when 1 
remember, that there may be other orbs, vaſtly more 
remote than ; thoſe which appear to our unaided 
ſight; orbs, whoſe effulgence, though travelling e- 

VEr: lance. the creation, is not yet arrived. upon our 

_ COAalts:: 


n 


b See that beautiful piece of ſacred and allegorical imagery. di 
Nayed, Ezck, xXxxyii,. 
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coaſts *: when I ſtretch my thoughts to the innumer- 
able orders of being, which inhabit ail thoſe ſpacious 
ſyſtems; from the /zfte/? ſeraph, to the lowelt reptile z 
from the armies of angets, which ſurround the tyrone 
of JEHOVAH, to the puny na/ioms, which tinge with 
blue the ſurface of the plum, © or mantle the ſtand- 
ing pool with green ;—how various appear the links 
in this immenſe chain ! how vaſt the gradations in 
this univerſal ſcale of exiſtence! Yet all theſe, 
though ever ſo valt and various, are the work of: 
Gop's hand, and are fuil of his prefence.. | 

He rounded in his palm thoſe dreadfully large 
globes, which are pendulous in the vault of heaven. 
He kindled thoſe aſtoniſhingly bright fires, which 
fill the firmament with a flood of glory. By Him, 


; they 
a Jf this conjecture (which has no leſs a perſon than the celebrat- 
ed Mr Huygens for its author) concerning wajeen flars be true 5— 
if to this obſervation be added, what is affirmed by our ſkilful aſtro- 
nomers, that the mot ion of the rays of light is ſo ſwrprijingly ſaift, 
as to paſs through ten millions of miles in a ſingle minute: How 
vaſt! beyond imagination vaſt and unmeaſurable, are the ſpaces of 
the univerſe !=— While the mind is diſtended with the grand idea; 
or, rather, while. ſhe is diſpatching Fer ableſt powers of piercing 
judgement, and excurſive fancy, and bnds them all drop Sort; all 
bafficd by the amazing ſubject: permit me to apply that ipirited ez 
clamation, and noble remark : — | by 


Say, proud arch, 

Built with divine ambition; in diſdain 

Of limit built; built in the taſte of Heaven! 

Vaſt concave ! ample dome! waſt thou deſign'd * 

A meet apartmeut for the Deny? | 

Not ſo : that thought alone thy ſtate impairs: 

Thy lefty ſinks; and ſhallous thy profound; 
And ſtraitens thy %%% ve. 5 

1 e , Nicur-Tnovonrs, No. IX. 


© Ev'n the Live down the purple plum ſurrounds, 
A living world, thy failing fight eonfounds. 
To nix a pcopled habitation ſhews, 
Where millions taſte the bounty Gor beſtows. 


See a beaut'ful and infirudtive Poem, fiyled, Dix 
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they are ſuſpended in fuid æther, and cannot be- 
thaken : by Him, they difpenſe a perpetual tide of 
beams, and are never exhauſted, —He formed, with: 
inexpreſſible nicety, that delicately fine collection of 
tubes, that unknown multiplicity of ſabtile ſprings, 
which organize and aCtuate the frame of the minut- 
eſt inſet. ' He bids the crimfon current roll; the 
vital movements play; and affociates a world of won- 
ders, even in an animated point ,—In all theſe is 
a ſignal exhibition of creating power; to all theſe are 
extended the ſpecial regards of preſerving goodneſs. 
From hence let me learn to rely on the Providence, 
and to revere the preſence, of the ſupreme Majeſty. 
To rely on his Providence. —— For, amidſt that 
inconceivable number and variety of beings, which 
fwarm through the regions of creation, not one is 
overlooked, not one is neglected, by the great om-- 
nipotent Cauſe of all. However inconfiderable in 
its character, or diminutive in its ſize, it is (till the. 
production of the univerſal Maker, and belongs to- 
the family of the almighty Father.—What ? though 
enthroned archangels enjoy the /miles of his coun-- 
tenance ! yet, the low inhabitants of earth, the moſt. 
deſpicable worms of the ground, are not excluded. 
from his providential. care. Though the manifeſta- 
Ss | : tion 


© There are living creatures, abundantly ſmaller than the mite.“ 
Mr Bradley, in his treatiſe on gardening, mentions an inſet, which, 
after accurate examination, he found to be a thouſand times 4% than 
the leaſt viſible grain of ſand. Yet ſuch an inſet; though quite im- 
perceptible ro the naked eye, is an elephant, is a whale, compared 
with other animalcules, almoſt infinitely more minute, diſcovered by 
Mr Lewenhoeck,—1! we conſider the ſeveral limbs which compoſe - 
ſuch an organized partiele; the different muſcles which aQtuate ſuch a 
ſet of limbs; the flow of ſpirits, incomparably more attenuated, which 
put thoſe muſcles. in mot ion; the various - fluids which circulate; the 
different ſecretions which are performed; together with the . peculiar 
minuteneſs of the ſolids, before they arrive at their full growth; not 
to mention other more afloniſbing modes of diminution : ſure, we 
Mall have the vtmoſt reaſon to acknewledge, that the adored Maker 
i= maximus in minimis ; greatly glorious, Even in his ſmalleſt work s. 
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tion of his perfections is vouchſafed to holy and 
intellectual eſſences; his ear is open to the cries of 
the young raven; his eye is attentive to the wants 
and to the welfare, of the, very meaneſt births o 
nature. How much leſs, then, are his own people 
diſregarded ! thoſe for whom he has delivered his 
beloved Son to death, and for whom he has prepared 
habitations of eternal joy. They diſregarded! No. 
Frey are“ kept as the apple of an eye.” The ver 
hairs of their head are all numbered. The fondelk 
mother may forget the infant, that is“ dandled upon 
* her knees,” and ſucks, at her breaſt; much 
| ſooner 


e Tf. xlix. 15. Can a weman forget her ſucking child, that ſte ſbouid 
rot have compaſſion on the ſun of her womb? Tea, they may forget, yet 
evil not forget thee, Hos, delicate and expreſſive are the ima» 
ges in this charming ſcripture! How full of beauty, if bcheld in a 
eritical, how rich with conſelation, if conſidered in a believing view! 
Can a women, one of the ſofter ſex, whoſe nature is moſt im- 
preſſible, and whoſe paſſions are remarkably tender cn ſuch a 
one, net barely diſregard, but entirely foryet ; not ſuſpend her care 
for a while, but ntterly eraſe the very memory-—of her cd; het 
own child, not another's; a child that was formed in her womb, 
and is a part of herſelf ?---her /n; the more important, and there» 
fore more deſirable ſpecies; to whom it peculiarly belongs, to pre- 
ferve the name, and build up the family: her only ſon; for the 
word is ſingular, and refers to a caſe, where the offspring, not bes» 
ing numerous, but centered in a ſingle birth, muſt be productive of 
the fondeſt endearment : — Can ſhe diveſt herſelf of all concern 
for fach a child; not when he is grown up to maturity, or gone a- 
broad from her houſe ; but while he continues in an infantile ſtate, 
and muſt owe his whole ſafety to her kind attendanee; while he lies 
in ter boſoin, reſts on her arm, and even /ucks at her hreaſt? . eſpe- 
eially, if the poor innocent be racked with pain, or ſeized by {ome 
{:vere affliction ; and ſo become an object of compaſſion, as well as 
of love? Can the hear its piercing cries; can the lee it all reſtleſs, 
a helpleſs under its miſery; and feel no emotions of parental pity ? 
Elf one ſuch monſter of inhumanity might be found; could all 
(here the prophet, to give his compariſon the utmoſt energy, changes 
the ſingular number into the plural. It is not & N Oni; or, MUIR. 
. but N 1) mothers be ſo degenerate? This, ſure, cannot 
be ſuſpected, need not be feared. Much leſs need the true believer 
5 | | de 
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ſooner than the Father of everlaſting compaſſions can 
diſcontinue, or 'remit, his watchful tenderneſs to his 
people,—his children, —his heirs. 

Let this teach me alſo a more lively ſenſe of the 
divine preſence, —— All the rolling worlds above, all 
the living atoms below, together with all the beings 
that ' intervene betwixt theſe wide extremes, are 
vouchers for an ever-preſent Deity. “ Gop has 
« not left himſelf without a witneſs.” The marks 
of his footſteps are evident in every place, and the 
touches of his finger diſtinguiſhable in every creature. 
« Thy name is fo nigh, O thou all-ſupportmy, all- 
« informing LokD; and that do thy wondrous works 
« declare.“ Thy goodneſs warms in the morning- 
e ſun, and refreſhes in the evening-breeze. Thy 
„ glory ſhines in the lamps of midnight, and ſmiles 
« in the bloſſoms of ſpring. We ſee a trace of thy 
© incomprehenſible grandeur in the 6:undle/1 extent 
* of things; and a elch of thy exquiſite ikill, in 
© thoſe almoſt evaneſcent ſparks of life, the inſect 
« race.” How ſtupid is this heart of mine, that, 
amidſt ſuch a multitude of remembrancers, throng- 
ing on every fide, I ſhould forget thee a fingle 
moment! Grant me, thou great I AM, thow 
ſource and ſupport of univerſal exiſtence-—O ! grant 
me an enlightened eye, to diſcern thee in every ob- 
jet; and a devout heart, to adore thee on every 
occaſion. Inſtead of living without Gop in the 
world, may J ever be with him, and ſee all things 
full of him! 


—— The elitt'ring ars, 
By the deep ear of meditation heard, | 
ft | Still 


be apprehenſive of the failure of my kindneſs. An wniverſal extine- 
tion of thoſe ſtrongeſi affections of nature, is a more ſuppoſable caſo, 
than that I ſhould ever be unmindful of my people, or regardleſs ot 
dhcic intereſis. | t Plain, Ilxxv. I. 


THE STARRY: HEAVENS. 179 

Still in their midnight awatches ſing of HIM. 

He nods a calm. The tempeſt asus his wrath. 

The thunder is his voice; and the red 

His ſpeedy ſword of juſtice. At his touch 

T he mountains flame. He ſhakes the ſelid earth, 

And rocks the nations. Nor in theſe alone, 

In ev'ry common inſtance GOD ir ſeen. 75 
Troms. Spring. 


If the beautiful ſpangles which a clear night pours 
on the beholder's eye; if thoſe other fires which 
beam in remoter ſkies, and are diſcoverable only by 
that revelation to the ſight, the teleſcope ; if all 
thoſe bright millions are ſo many fountains of day, 
enriched with native and independent luſtre, illumi- 
nating planets, and enlivening ſyſtems of their 
own ®; what pomp, how majeſtic and ſplendid, is 
diſcloſed in the midnight ſcene! What riches are 
diſſeminated through all thoſe numberleſs provinces 
of the great Jenovan's empire !--Grandeur beyond 
expreſſion - Vet, there is not the meaneſt flave, but 
carries greater wealth in his own boſom, poſſeſſes 
ſuperior dignity in his own perſon. The foul, that 
informs his clay ;—the ſoul, that teaches. him to 
think, and enables him to chooſe; that qualifies him 
to reliſh rational pleaſure, and to breathe ſublime 
defire » ;—the ſoul, that is endowed with ſuch noble 
faculties, and, above all, is diſtinguithed with the 
dreadful, the glorious capacity, of being pained, or 

1 bleſſed 


m Conſul with Reaſon. Reason will reply, p 
Each lucid point, which giows in yonder iky, 
Informs a em in the boundlets ipace, 
And flls, with glory, its appointed place: 
With beams unborow'd, brightens other ſkies 
And worlds, to thee unknown, with heat and life ſupplies. 
Lo | TuE UNIVERSE, 


R In this reſpect, as veſted with ſuch capacities, the ſoul even of 
fallen man has an unqueſtionable greatncs and dignity 3 is majeficy 
N in i in 8 . 
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bleſſed for ever z—this ſoul ſurpaſſes in worth, what- 
ever the eye can ſee; whatever, of tere the 
fancy can imagine. Before one ſuch intellectual 
being, all the treaſure, and all the magnificence of 
unintelligent creation, becomes poor and contempt- 
ible d. For this ſoul, Omnipotence itſelf has wak- 
ed, and worked, through every age. To convince 
this ſoul, the fundamental laws of nature have been 
controuled ; and the moſt amazing miracles have a- 
larmed all the ends of the earth. To infru# this 
ſoul, the wiſdom of Heaven has been transfuſed in- 
to the ſacred page; and miſſionaries have been ſent 
from the great King, who reſides in light unap- 
proachable. To /an#ify this foul, the Almighty 
Comforter takes: the wings of a dove; and, with a 
ſweet transforming influence, broods on the human 
heart. And, O!] to redeem this ſoul from guilt, to 
reſcue it from hell, the heaven of heavens was bow- 
ed, and Gor himſelf came down to dwel in duſt. 
Let me pauſe, a while, upon this important ſub- 
ject.— What are the ſchemes, which engage the at- 
tention of eminent ſtateſmen, and mighty monarchs, 
compared with the grand intereſts of an immortal 
ſoul? The ſupport of commerce, and the ſucceſs 
of armies, though extremely weighty affairs; yet, 
if laid in the balance againſt the ſalvation of a ſoul, 
are lighter than the downy feather, poiſed againlt 
talents of gold. To ſave a navy from ſhipwreck, 
or Ir > kingdom from ſlavery, are deliverances of the 
moit 


h IT beg leave to Abe de a pertinent paſſage, from that celebrat- 


ed maſter of reaſon, and univerſal literature, Dr. Bentley; whom no 


one can be tempted to ſuſpect, either tinctured with enthuſiatm, or 
warped to bigotry, —<© It we conſider,” * ſays he, © the dignity of 
« an intelligent being, and put that in the ſcale againſt brute and 
“ inanimate matter, we may affirm, without overvalaing human na- 
4% ture, that the foul of one virtuous and religious man, is of greater 
worth and excellency, than the ſun, and his planets, and all the 
„ ſtars in the world. 2 

. Sce his Sermons at BOI E', L:&. Ny. 8. 
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moſt momentous nature, which the tranſactions of 
mortality can admit. But, O! how they ſhrink in- 
to an inconſiderable trifle, if (their aſpect upon im- 
mortality forgot) they are ſet in competition with the 
delivery of a ſingle ſoul, from the anguiſh and hor- 
rors of a diſtreſſed eternity ! * 1 

Is ſuch the importance of the ſoul! what vigi- 
lance then can be os much, or rather, what holy ſo- 
licitude can be ſufficient, for the overſeers of the Sa- 
viour's flock, and the guardians of this great, this 
venerable, this invaluable charge? vince ſuch is 
the importance of the ſoul, wilt thou not, O man, 
be watchſul for the preſervation of thy own? Shall 
every caſual incident awaken thy concern, every tran- 
ſitory toy command thy regard ? And ſhall the wel- 
fare of thy ſoul, a work of continual occurrence, 
a work of endleſs conſequence, ſue, in vain, for th 
ſerious care? —— Thy ſoul, thy ſoul, is thy all. If 
this be /ecured, thou art greatly rich, and wilt be un- 
ſpeakably happy. If this be %%, a whole world ac- 
quired, will leave thee in poverty; and all its delights 
enjoyed, will abandon thee to milery. 


I have often been charmed, and awed, at the 
fight of the noCturnal heavens, even before I knew 
how to conſider them in their proper circumſtances 
of majeſty and beauty. Something, like magic, has 
ſtruck my mind, on a tranſient and unthinking ſur= 
vey of the æthereal vault, tinged throughout with 
the pureſt azure, and decorated with innumerable 
ſtarry lamps. I have felt I know not what power- 
| ſul and aggrandizing impulſe, which ſeemed to 

ſnatch me from the low intanglements of vanity, 
and prompted an ardent ſigh for ſublimer objects. 
Methought I heard, even from the filent ſpheres, a 


Vol. II. e commanding 


® Not all yon luminaries quench'd at once 
Were half fo ſad, as one benighted mind, : 
Which gropes for happineſs, and meets deſpair. 
| Nicur-Tuovours, No. 1X: 
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commanding call, to ſpurn the abject earth, and pant 
after unſeen delights. —Henceforward, I hope to im- 
bibe, more copioully, this moral emanation of the ſkies, 
when, in ſome ſuch manner as the preceding, they 
are rationally ſeen, and the ſight is duly improved. 
'The ſtars, I truſt, will teach, as well as Hine; and 
help to diſpel, both nature's gloom, and my intellec- 
tual darkneſs. To ſome people, they diſcharge no 
Setter a ſervice, than that of holding a flambeau to 
their feet, and ſoftening the horrors of their night. 
Jo me and my friends, may they act as miniſters of 
a ſuperior order, as counſellors of wiſdom, and 
guides to happineſs! Nor will they fail to execute 
this nobler office, if they gently light our way into 
the knowledge of their adored Maker; if they point 
dut, with their filver rays, our path to his beatific 
prelence. 


I gaze, I ponder ; I ponder, T gaze, and think in- 

cffavle things.—I roll an eye of awe and admiration. 

Again and again I repeat my raviſhed views; and 
dan never ſatiate either my curioſity, or my inqury. 

i ſpring my thoughts into this immenſe field, till 

even fancy tires upon her wing. I find wonders 

ever niav ; wonders more and more amazing.—Y et, 

after all my preſent inquiries, what a mere nothing 

do I-know | by all my future ſearches, how tle 

hall I be able to learn, of thoſe vaſtly diſtant ſuns, 

and their circling retinue of worlds! Could 1 pry 

with Newton's piercing fagacity, or launch into his 

extenſive ſurveys; even then, my apprehenſions 

| would be little better than thoſe dim and ſcanty 

4:nages, which the ele, emerged from her cavern, 

Teecives on her feeble optic.——'This, ſure, ſhould 

| repreſs all impatient or immoderate ardor to pry in- 

40 the ſecrets of the {ſtarry ſtructures, and make me 

| more particularly careful to cultivate my heart. . To 

\athom the Cepths of the Divine Eſſence, or to. ſcan 

8 n univerſal 


THE STARRY HEAVENS. 183 


univerſal nature with a critical exactneſs, is an at- 
tempt which ſets the acute/t philoſopher very nearly 
on a level with e dit ; ſince it is almoſt, if not 
altogether, as impracticable by the former, as by.the 
latter. 

Be it, then, my chief ſtudy, not to purſue, what 
is abſolutely unattainable, but rather to feek what 
is obvious to find, eaſy to be acquired, and of in- 
eſtimable advantage when poſſeſſed. O! let me 
ſeek hat charity which ediſieth, f thot fairh which 
purifieth. Love, humble love, not conceited ſci- 
ence, keeps the door of heaven. Faith, a child-like 
faith in JEsus; not the haughty ſeif-ſuſſicient ſpi- 
rit, which ſcorns to be ignorant of any thing; pre- 
ſents a key 8 to thoſe abodes of bliſs.— This prefent 
ſtate is the ſcene deſtined to the exerciſe of dewetion ; 
the inviſible world is the place appointed for the en- 
Joyment of knewuledge. There, the dawn of our in 
fantile minds will be advanced to the maturity of 
perfect day; or rather, there our midmght-thades 
will be brightened into all the luſtre of noon. There, 
the ſouls which come from the ſchool of faith, and 
bring with them the principles of love, will dwell in 


Q 2 ligbt 


f x Cor. viii. 1. I need not inform my reader, that in this text, 
in that admirable chapter, IT Cor. xiii., and in varices other paſſages 
of ſcripture, the word charity ſhould by no means be confined to the 
particular act of a/ms-giving, or External beneficerce. It is of a 
much more exalted and extenſive nature. It ſignifies that divincly 
precious grace, which warms the ſoul with ſeepreme love to Gob, and 
enlarges it with difentereſ/ed affettion for men; which renders it the 
reigniog care of the life, and chief delight of the heart, to promote 
the happineſs of the one, and the glory of the other. — This, this, 
is that charity, of which ſo many excellent things ares (vers where 
ſpoken; which can never be too highly extolled, or too earneſtiy co- 
veted, ſince it is the image of Gop, and the very ſpirit of Heaven. 

s The Righteouſneſs of CurrsT. This is what Milton beauniſully 
ſty les, „ 

— The golden Ley, 
That opes the ein of eternity. 
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light itſelf; will be obſcured with no darkneſs at all; 
ill know, even as they are known f. — Such an ac- 
quaintance, therefore, do I deſire to form, and to 
carry on ſuch a correſpondence, with the heavenly 
bodies, as may ſhed a benign influence on the ſeeds 
of grace, implanted in my breaſt. Let the exalted 

tins of the firmament fink my ſoul into deep Hu- 
wiltitizn, Let thoſe eternal fires kindle in my heart 
an adoring gratitude ta their Almighty Sovereign. 
Let yonder ponderous and enormous globes, which 
reſt on his ſupporting arm, teach me an wunſhiken 
ofrance in their incarnate Maker. Then ſhall I be- 
it not wife as the aitronomical adept, yet wisE UNTO 

SALVATION, | 


Having now walked and worſhipped in this ꝝni- 
werfol temple, that is arched with ſkies, emblazed 
With ſtars, and extended even to immenſity: —hav- 
ing caſt an eye like the enraptured patriarch s; an 
eye of reaſon and devotion, through the magnificent 
icene : with the former, having diſcovered an infi- 
nitude of worlds; and with the latter, having met 
the Deity in every view :—having beheld, as Moſes 
in the flaming buſh, a glimtſe of JIEHOVAH's ex- 
ccllencies | reflected from the ſeveral planets, and 
itreaming from myriads of celeſtial luminaries :— 
having read various leflons in that ſtupendous Soc 
of <wwiſUcin ®, where unmeaſureable ſheets of azure 
compoſe the page; and orbs of radiance write, in 
everlaſting characters, a comment on our creed :— 
What remains, but that I cloſe the midnight ſolem- 
nity, as our Lonp concluded his grand ſacramental 
inſtitution, with a ng of praiſe ?—=And behold 
a hymn, ſuited to the ſublime occaſion, indited by 
„„ 8 Inſpiration 
f 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 8 Gen. xv. 5. TT 


h ———-—For heaven 
Is as the book of Gop before thee ſet, $2 
Whercin to read his wondrous works, — Misr: 


—— 
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n Inſpiration itſelf, transferred into our language, 
by i one of the happieſt efforts of human ingenuity. 


T he ſpacious firmament on high, 
With all the blue ethereal ſly, 
And ſpangled heavens, a ſbining frame, 
Their great Original proclaim : 
Th unweary'd ſun, from day to day, 
Docs his Creators power diſplay ; 
And publiſhes to ev ry land, 
The work of an Almighty hand. 


Soon as the ev'ning ſhades prevail, 

The moon takes up the wondrous tale ; 
And, nightly, to the liſPning earth, 

Repeats the ſtory of her birth: 
While all the flars, that round her burn, 
And all the planets, in their turn, 
Confirm the tidings as they rell, 
And ſpread the truth from pole 19 pole. 


M hat though, in ſolemn filence, all 
| Move round the dark terreſtrial ball? 

What though no real voice nor found 
Amid their radiant orbs be found? 
In Reaſon's ear they all rejoice, 

And utter forth a glorious voice, 

For ever ſinging, as they ſhine, 
The hand, that made us, is divine. 


n Pſalm xix. 
i Addiſon, Spect. Vol. VI. No, 465. 
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Storms and Tempeſts may calm the ſoul ;—Snow and 
Ice be taught to warm the heart, and praiſe the 
CREATOR. 


Anonym. Lett. to the Author.—See p. 190. 
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T is true, in the delightful ſeaſons, His tender- 
neſs and His love are moſt eminently diſplayed. 
In the verna months, all is beauty to the eye, and 
muſic to the ear. The clouds drop fatneſs; the air 
ſoftens into balm; and flowers, in rich abundance, 
ſpring wherever we tread, bloom wherever we look. 
—Amidſt the burning heats of Summer, He expands 
the leaves, and thickens the thades : He ipreads the 
cooling arbour to receive us, and awakes the gentle 
breeze to fan us. The moſs {wells into a couch for 
the repoſe of our bodies; while the rivulet ſoftly 
rolls, and ſweetly murmurs, to ſoothe our imagina- 
tion.— In Autumn, His bounty covers the fields with 
a profuſion of nutrimental treaſure, and bends the 
boughs with loads of delicious fruit. —HeEe furniſhes 
his hoſpitable board with preſent plenty, and pre- 
pares a copious magazine for future wants. But, is 
it only in theſe ſmiling periods of the year that Gop, 
the all-gracious Gob, is ſeen? Has inter, ſtern 
winter, no tokens of his preſence? Tes; all things 
are eloquent of his praiſe. “ His way is in the 
« whirlwind.” Storms and tempelits fulfil his word, 
and extol his power. Even piercing froſts bear wit- 
neſs to his goodneſs, while they bid the ſhivering na- 
tions tremble at his wrath.— Be winter then, for 2 
while, 
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while, our theme. ® Perhaps, thoſe barren ſcenes 
may be fruitful in intellectual improvement. Per- 
haps, that rigorous cold, which binds the earth in 
icy. chains, may ſerve to enlarge our hearts, and 
warm them with holy love. 


See! how the day is ſhortened /—The ſun, de- 
tained in fairer climes, or engaged in more agreeable 
ſervices, riſes, like an unwilling viſitant, with tardy 
and reluctant ſteps. He walks, with a ſhy indiffer- 
ence, along the edges of the ſouthern ſky. Caſtin 
an oblique glance, he juſt looks upon our dejected 
world, and ſcarcely ſcatters light through the thick 
air. Dim is his appearance; languid are his gleams, 
while he continues. Or, if he chance to wear a 
brighter aſpect, and a cloudleſs brow ; yet, like the 
young and gay in the houſe of mourning, he ſeems 
uneaſy till he is gone, is in haſte to depart. —And 

let him depart. Why ſhould we with ſor his longer 
Ray, ſince he can ſhew us nothing but the creation 
in diſtreſs? The flowery familics ly dead, and the 
tuneful tribes are ftruck dumb. The trees, ſtript 
of their verdure, and laſhed by ſtorms, ſpread their 
naked arms to the*enraged and relentleſs heayens.— 
Fragrance no longer floats in the air; but chilling 
damps hover, or cutting gales blow. Nature, di- 
veſted of all her beautiful robes, ſits, like a forlorn 
diſconſolate widow, in her weeds. While winds, 
in 

2 A ſketch of this nature, I muſt acknowledge, is quite different 
from the ſubject of the book; and, 1 cannot but declare, was as far 
_ diſtant from the thoughts of the author. But the deſire of ſeveral 
acquaintance, together with an intimation of its uſefulneſs, by a 
very polite letter from an unlnozon hand, (which has unds/ignedly fur- 
niſhed me with the beſt motto I could recolle&), prevailed with me 


to add a few deſcriptive touches, and improving hints, on what is 
ſo often experienced in theſe northern regions. I hope the attempt I 


Have made to oblige theſe gentlemen, will obtain the approbaticn, or 
at leaſt the . of my ether readers. 


* 
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in doleful accents, howl; and rains, in repeated 
ſhowers, weep. 

We regret not, therefore, the ſpeedy departure of 
the day. When the room is hung with /uneral black, 
and diſmal objects are all around: who would deſire 
to have the glimmering taper kept alive; which can 
only diſcover ſpectacles of ſorrow, can only make the 
horror viſible? - And, ſince this mortal life is little 
better than a continual conflict with ſin, or an un- 
remitted ſtruggle with miſery; is it not' a gracious 
ordination, which has reduced our age to a pan! 
Fourſcore years of trials, for the virtuous, are ſuffi- 
ciently long; and, more than ſuch a term allowed 
to the wicked, would render them beyond all mea- 
ſure vile. Our way to the kingdom of heaven lies 
through tribulations. Shall we then accuſe, thall we 
not rather bleſs, the providence, which has made the 
paſſage ſhort ? Soon, ſoon we croſs the vale of 
tears; and then arrive on the happy hills, where 
light for ever ſhines, where joy for ever ſmiles. 


Sometimes the day 1s rendered ſhorter ſtill; is 
almoſt blotted out from the yegr. * The vapours 
gather; they thicken into an impenetrable gloom, 
and obſcure the face 'of the ſky. At length, the 
rains deſcend; the ſluices of the firmament are 
opened; and the low-hung clouds pour their con- 
gregated ſtores. Copious and unintermitted, ſtill 
they pour, and ſtill are unexhauſted. The waters 
drop inceſſantly from the eaves, and ruth in rapid 
ſtreams from the ſpouts. They roar along the 
channelled pavements, and ſtand in foul ſhallows 
amidit the village ſtreets. Now, if the inattentive 
eye, or negligent hand, has left the roof but fcan- 
tily covered, the infinuating element finds its way 


into 


* 


f Involvere diem nimbi, et ax bum idu eœlum 
Abſtulit, — Vige. 
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into every flaw, and, oozing through the ceiling; 
at once upbraids and chaſtiſes the careleſs inhabitant, 
"The ploughman, ſoaked to the ſkin, leaves his half- 
tilled acre. 'The poor poultry, - dripping with wet, 
crowd into ſhelter. The tenants of the bough fold 
up their wings, afraid to launch into the ſtreaming 
air. The beaſts, joyleſs and difpirited, ruminate un- 
der their ſhades. The roads ſwim, and the brooks 
ſwell.—The river, amidſt all this watery ferment, 
long contained itſelf within its appointed bounds ; 
but, ſwollen by innumerable currents, and rouſed at 
laſt into incontroulable rage, burſts over its banks, 
ſhoots into the plain, bears down all oppoſition, 
ſpreads itſelf far and wide, and buries the meadow 
under a brown, ſluggiſh, ſoaking deluge. 
How happy for man, that this inundation comes 
| when there are no flowery crops in the valley to be 
overwhelmed z no fields ſtanding thick with corn, 
to be laid waſte! At /uch a juncture, it would have 
been ruin to the huſbandman and his family : but, 
thus timed, it yields manure for his ground, and 
romiſes him riches in reverſion. How often, and 
ow long, has the Divine Majeſty borne with the 
moſt injurious affronts from ſinners! His goodneſs 
triumphed over their perverſeneſs, and graciouſly 
refuſed to be exaſperated. But, O preſumptuous 
creatures, multiply no longer your provyocations |! 
Urge not, by repeated iniquities, the almighty arm 
to ſtrike z leſt his long-ſuffering ceaſe, and his fierce 
anger break forth; break forth, like a food of 2va- 
fers, 5 and ſweep you away into irrecoverable and 
everlaſting perdition. 1 | 


How mighty ! how majeſtic ! and, O] how my- 
ſterious are thy works, thou GOD of Heaven, and 
LORD of Nature! When the air is calm, where 
lleep the flormy winds ? in what chambers are they 

9 repoſed, 


E Hoſca v. 10. 
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repoſed, or in what dungeons confined ! till Thou art 
' pleaſed to awaken their rage, and throw open their 
priſon-doors. Then, with irreſiſtible impetuoſity, 
they fly forth, ſcattering dread, and menacing de- 
ſtruction. 

The atmoſphere is hurled into the moſt tumultu- 
ous confuſion. The aerial torrent burſts its way o- 
ver mountains, ſeas, and continents. All things feel 
the dreadful ſhock. All things tremble before the 
furious blaſt. The foref, vexed and tore, groans 
under the ſcourge. Her ſturdy ſons are ſtrained to 
the very root, and almoſt ſweep the ſoil they were 
wont to ſhade. The ſtubborn oak, that diſdains to 
bend, is daſhed headlong to the ground, and, with 
{ſhattered arms, with proſtrate trunk, blocks the road; 
— while the flexile reed that ſprings up in the marſh, 
yielding to the guſt, (as the meek and pliant temper 
to injuries, or the re/gned and patient ſpirit to miſe 
fortunes), eludes the force of the ſtorm, and ſur. 
vives amidſt the wide-ſpread hayock. _ 

For a moment, the turbulent and outrageous ſky 
ſeems to be aſſuaged; but it intermits its wrath, only 
to increaſe its ſtrength. Soon, the ſounding ſqua- 
drons of the air return to the attack, and renew their 
ravages with redoubled fury. The ſtately dome rocks 
amidſt the wheeling clouds. 'The impregnable tower 
totters on its baſis, and threatens to overwhelm whom 
it was intended to protect. The ragged rock is rent 
in pieces; and even the hills, the perpetual hills, 
on their deep foundations, are ſcarcely ſecure. 
Where, now, is the place of ſafety, when the city 


reels, and houſes become heaps ? Sleep affrighted "i 
flies. Diverſion is turned into horror. All is up- 


roar in the element; all is conſternation among mee 
tals; and nothing but one wide ſcene of rueful de- 


* ® I Kings xix. 11. 
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vaſtation through the land. Yet this is only an infe- 
For miniſter of divine diſpleaſure ; the executioner 
of milder indignation. How then—O ! how will the 
Iefty looks of man be humbled, and the haughtineſs of men 
be bowed down, i when the LORD GOD Omnipo- 
tent ſhall meditate terror, — when he ſhall ſet all his 
terrors in array,—when he ariſes to judge the nati- 
ons, and to babe terribly the earth |! 

The ocean ſwells with tremendous commotions.— 
The ponderous waves are heaved from their capaci- 
ous bed, and almoſt lay bare the unfathomable deep. 
Flung into the moſt rapid agitation, they ſweep over 
the rocks; they laſh the lofty cliffs; and toſs them- 
ſelves into the clouds. Navies are rent from their 
- anchors, and, with all their enormous load, are 
whirled, ſwift as the arrow, wild as the winds, a- 
long the vaſt abyſs. Now, they climb the rolling 
mountain; they plough the frightful ridge, and ſeem 
to ſkim the ſkies: anon, they plunge into the open- 
ing gulf; they loſe the fight of day; and are loſt 
themſelves to every eye, How vain is the pilot's 
art! How impotent the mariner's ſtrength! They 
reel to and fro, and ſtagger in the jarring hold; or 
cling to the cordage, while burſting ſeas foam over 
the deck. Deſpair is in every face, and death fits 

: threat- 


4 ＋IIIſortalia corda 
Per gentes bumilis flravit favor. w— VIS G. 


One would almoſt imagine that Virgil had read Iſaiah, and borrowed 
His idcas from chapter ii. verſe 11.; the umilis and fravit of the 
one, fo exactly correſpond with the—burbled—bowwed den of the o- 
ther. But, in one circumſtance, the prophet is very much” ſuperior 
to the poet. The prophet, by giving a ſtriking contra to his tenti- 
ments, repreſents them with incomparably greater energy. Ile fays 
not, men in the groſs, or the human heart in general: but, men of the 
moſt elated looks; hearts big with the moſt arrogant imaginations ; 
even theſe ſhall ſtoop from their ſupercilious heights; even %% ſhall 
grovel in the duſt of abaſement, and ſhudder with all the extremes of 
an abject puſillanimity. | 


s 


A WIN TER-PIECE. 195 
threatening on every ſurge.—But why, O ye aſto- 
niſhed mariners! why ſhould you abandon your- 
ſelves ro deſpair? Is the -LORD's hand er tened, 
becauſe the waves of the ſea rage horribly ? Is his 
ear deafened by the roaring thunders and the bellow- 
ing tempeſt ? Cry, cry unto HIM, who“ holdeth 
© the winds in his fiſt, and the waters in the hols 


% low of his hand.” HE is all-gracious to hear, and a 


almighty to ſave. If HE command, the ſtorm ſhall © 
be huſhed to ſilence; the billows ſhall ſubſide into a 
calm; the lightnings ſhall lay their fiery bolts aſide 
and, inſtead of ſinking in a watery grave, you ſhall 
find yourſelves brought to the deſired haven. 


Sometimes, after a joyleſs day, a more diſmal 
night ſucceeds, — The lazy lowering vapours had wove 
ſo thick a veil, as the meridian ſun could ſcarcely pe- 
netrate. What gloom then muſt wyerwhelm the 
nocturnal hours | The moon withdraws her ſhining. 
Not a ſingle ſtar is able to ſtruggle through the deep 
arrangement of ſhades. All is pitchy darkneſs, with- 
out one enlivening ray. How folemn | how awful ! 
—Tis like the ſhroud of nature, or the return of 
chaos. I do not wonder that it is the parent of ter- 
rors, and ſo apt to engender melancholy. Lately 
the tempeſt marked its rapid way with m/chief ; now, 
the night dreſſes her filent pavilion with Horror. 

I have ſometimes left the burning tapers, withdrawn 
from the ruddy fire, and plunged into the thickeſt 
of theſe ſooty ſhades, without regretting the change : 
rather exulting in it as a welcome deliverance, The 
very gloom was pleaſing, was exhilarating, compa» 
red with the converſation I quitted. The ſpeects 


of my companions (how does it grieve me, that K 


- thould ever once have occaſion to call them by that 
name |) was the language of darkneſs; was horror 
R 2 WES, 
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to the ſoul, and torture to the ear. e Their teeth were 


Spears and arrows, and their tongue a ſharp favord, to 
ab and aſſaſſinate their neighbour's charater.—_— 
Their throut was an open ſepulchre, gaping to devour 
the reputation of the innocent, 'or tainting the air 
with their virulent and pollited breath. Sometimes 
their licentious and ungovernable diſcourſe ſhot ar- 


x. I ; 
— rows of profanen againft Heaven itſelf, and, in 


proud defiance, challenged the reſentment of Omni- 


-potence. Sometimes, as if it was the glory of hu- 


man nature to cheriſh the gre//eſt appetites of the 
brute, 'or the mark of a gentleman to have ſerved an 
apprenticeſhip in a brothel ; the filthieſt jeſts of the 
ſtews {if low chſcenity can be a jeſt) were nauſeouſly 
obtruded on the company. All the modeſt part were 
offended and grieved; while the other beſotted crea- 
tures laughed aloud, though the leproſy of unclean- 
neſs appeared on their lips. — Are not theſe perſons 
priſoners of darkneſs, though blazing ſconces pour ar- 
tificial day through their rooms! Are not their 


ſouls immured in the moſt baleful ſhades, though the 


moontide'ſun is brightened by flaming on their gild- 
ed chariots? They diſcern not that great and ador- 
able Being, who fills the univerſe with his infinite 
and glorious preſence ; who is all eye, to obſerve 
their actions 3 a/ ear, to examine their words, They 
FO, "En | i i „ 


What has been ſaid, I afk'd my ſoul, what done? 
How few'd our mirth ? or whence the ſource begun ? 
Perhaps the jeſt that charm'd the ſprightly crowd, 
And made the jevial table laugh fo loud, 
To ſome falſe notion ow'd its poor pretenc2 
To an ambiguous word's perverted ſenſe ; 
To a wild ſonnet, or a wanton air; | 
- _ Offence and torture to the ſober ear. . 
- Perhaps, alas! the pleaſing ſtream was brought 
Prom this man's error, from another's fault; 
e. From topics which good nature would forget, 
And prudence mention with the laſt regret. 
| PR1UR's Solomon, 
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Sometimes the face of things wears a more pleaſing 
form; the very reverſe of the foregeing. The ſober 
evening advances to cloſe the ſhort-lived day. The 
firmament, clear and unſullied, puts on its. brighteſt 

blue. The ſtars, in thronging multitudes, and with 
a peculiar brilliancy, glitter through the fair expanſe. * 
While the e pours its ſubtile and penetrating in- 
fluence all around. Sharp and intenſely ſevere, all © 
the long night, the rigid æther continues its opera- 
tions. When, late and flow, the morning opens her 
pale eye; in what a curious and amuſing diſguiſe is 
nature dreſſed! The icicles, jagged and uneven, are = 
pendent on the houſes. A whitith film incruſts the 
windows, where mimic landſcapes riſe, and fancied 
figures ſwell. The fruitful fields are hardened to 
iron; the moiſtened meadows are congealed to mar- 
ble; and both reſound (an effect unknown before) 
with the peaſant's haſty tread, The ſtream is arreſt- 
ed in its career, and its overflowing ſurface chained 
to the banks. The fluid paths become a ſolid road: 
where the finny ſhoals were wont to rove, the ſpor- 
tive youth 1lide, or the rattling chariots roll v. And 
(what would ſeem, to an inhabitant of the ſouthern 
world, as unaccountable as the . deepeſt myfteries of 
our religion) that very ſame breath of heaven, which 
ceinenis the lakes into a chryſtal pavement, cleaves 
the oaks, as it were, with inviſible wedges; © breaks 
« in pieces the northern iron, and the ſteel ; 
even while it builds a bridge of icy rock over the 


feas ©. 
The 
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* Coner guat ſubito eur renti in fumine erufſæ; 
Undaque jam ter 2 ferratos /uflinet arbes, 
Puppibus illa privs patulis, nunc TE plain | 
PEraque di linat. vuloo. N Vine. 


e fob. xxxviii. 30 be waters are bis, locked vp from the eat 
tles lips, and fecued from the bſher's net, as wells were wont to be 
eloſed with a pendercus and impenetrable one. And not only lakes 
and rivers, but #e ſurface of the great deep, with its reſileſs and un- 
| contronlabl 
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to the ſoul, and torture to the ear, © Their teeth awers 


= and arrows, and their tongue a ſharp favord, to 
ab and aſſaſſinate their neighbour's charatter.—— 
Their throat was an open ſepulehre, gaping to devour 
the reputation of the innocent, or tainting the air 
with their virulent and polluted breath, Sometimes 
heir licentious and ungovernable diſcourſe ſhot ar- 
rows of profanereſs againft Heaven itfelf, and, in 
proud defiance, challenged the reſentment of Omni- 
-potence. Sometimes, as if it was the glory of hu- 
man nature to cheriſh the greſeſt appetites of the 
brute, or the mark of a gentleman to have ſerved an 
apprenticeſhip in a brothel ; the filthieſt jeſts of the 


ſtews {if low obſcenity can be a jeſt) were nauſeouſly 


obtruded on the company. All the modeſt part were 
offended and grieved ; while the other beſotted crea- 

tures laughed aloud, though the leprofy of unclean- 
neſs appeared on their lips.— Are not theſe perſons 
priſoners of darkneſs, though blazing ſconces pour ar- 
tificial day through their rooms! Are not their 
ſouls immured in the moſt baleful ſhades, though the 
noontide ſun is brightened by flaming on their gild- 
ed chariots? They diſcern not that great and ador- 
able Being, who fills the univerſe with his infinite 
and glorious preſence z who is all eye, to obſerve 

their actions à all ear, to examine their words, They 
one 5 know 

_ © What has been ſaid, I afk'd my ſoul, what done ? 
How feow'd our mirth ? or whence the ſource begun? 

Perhaps the jeſt that charm'd the ſprightly crowd, 

And made the jevral table laugh ſo loud, 

To ſome falſe notion ow'd its poor pretenc? 

To an ambiguous word's perverted ſenſe 

To a wild ſonnet, or a wanton air; 

Offence and torture to the ſober ear. | | 
Perhaps, alas! the pleaſing ſtream was brought 
From this man's error, from another's fault; 
From topics which good nature would forget, 

And prudence mention with the laſt regret. er 

| 1 8 | PR1UR's Solon 
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Sometimes the face of things wears a more pleaſing 
form; the very reverſe of the foregeing. The ſober 
evening advances to cloſe the ſhort-lived day. The 
firmament, clear and unſullied, puts on its. brighteſt 
blue. The ſtars, in thronging multitudes, and with 
a peculiar brilliancy, glitter through the fair expanſe. 
While the e pours its ſubtile and penetrating in- 
fluence all around. Sharp and intenſely ſevere, all 
the long night, the rigid æther continues its opera» 
tions. When, late and flow, the morning opens her 
pale eye; in what a curious and amuſing diſguiſe is 
nature dreſſed! The icicles, jagged and uneven, are 
pendent on the houſes. A whitith film incruſts the 
windows, where mimic landſcapes riſe, and fancied 
figures ſwell, The fruitful fields are hardened to 
iron; the moiſtened meadows are congealed to mar- 
ble; and both reſound (an effect unknown before) 
with the peaſant's haſty tread. The ſtream is arreſt- 
ed in its career, and its overflowing ſurface chained 
to the banks. The fluid paths become a ſolid road: 
where the finny ſhoais were wont to rove, the ſpore 
tive youth {lide, or the rattling chariots roll v., And 
(what would ſeem, to an inhabitant of the ſouthern 
world, as unaccountable as the . deepeſt myfteries of 
our religion) that very ſame breath of heaven, which 
cements the lakes into a chryſtal pavement, cleaves 
the oaks, as it were, with inviſible wedges ; “ breaks 
„in pieces the northern iron, and the ſteel;“ 
even while it builds a bridge of icy rock over the 
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5 Concre/runt ſubito eur renti in ſumine cruſſæ; 
Undaque jam tergo ferratos /uflinet arbis, 
Puppibus illa prius patulis, nunc beſpita platfris 
AEraque diffliunt vulgo. | ViRs. 


e fob. xxxviii. 30 The waters are bid, locked up from the eat- 
tles lips, and ſecu ed from the fiſner's net, as wells were wont to be 

eloſed with a pendercus and impenetrable fone. And not only lakes 
and rivers, but the ſurface of the great deep, with its reſtleſs and un- 
| UE 218 controulable 
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The air is all ſerenity. Refined by the nitrous 
particles, it affords the moſt diſtinct views, and ex- 
tenſive proſpects. The ſeeds of infection are killed; 
and the pęffiltuce deſtroyed, even in embryo. 805 
the cold o Miction tends to mortify our corruptions, 
and ſubdue our vicious hal — he crouded 
atmoſphere conſtringes our bodics, and braces our 
\ nerves. The ſpirits are buoyant, and fally briſkly 
on the execution of their oihce. In the ſummer 
months, ſuch an unclouded iky, and ſo bright a fun, 
would have melted us with heat, and ſoftened us 
into ſupineneſs. We ſhould have been ready. to 
throw our, limbs under the ſpreading beech, and 
to ly at eaſe by the murmuring brook. But, now, 
none loiters in his path; none is feen with folded 
arms. All is in motion; all is activity. Choice, 
prompted by the weather, ſuppli-s the 125 of 
neceſſity. Thus, the rugged ſchool of misfortune 
often trains up the mind to a vigorous exertion of 
its faculties. The beat climate of adver/ity often 
inſpires us with a manly reſolution. When a ſoft 
and downy aftluence, perhaps, would have relaxed 
all the generous ſprings of the ſoul, and have left 
it enervated with pleaſure, or diſſolved in indo- 
lence. 


„ Cold cometh out of the North.” h The winds, 
having ſwept thoſe deſarts of ſnow, arm elves 
with millions of frozen particles, and make a fierce 
deſcent upon our iſle. Under black and ſcowling 
clouds, they drive, dreadfully whizzing, throu; ah 
the darkened air. They growl around our Restes z 
aſſault our doors; and, eager on entrance, faſten 
on our Windows. Walls can ſcarce reſtrain them; 
bars are unable to exclude them; througli every 

cranny 


eontroulable ſurges, i is rake captive mo" IV) by the froſt, and bound 
in ſhiviog fctters. . k Job xxxvil. 9. 
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cranny'they force their 1 Ice is on their wings; 
they ſcatter agues through the land; and winter, 
all winter, rages as they go. Their breath is as 2 
fearing | iron to the little verdure left on the plains. 
Vaſtly more pernicious to the tender plants than the 
ſharpeſt knife, they kill their branches, and wound 
the very root, Let not the corn venture to peep 
too freely from the entrenchment of the furrow ; let 
not the fruit-bearing bloſſoms dare to come abroad 
from their lodgement in the bark; leſt theſe murder- 
ous blaſts intercept and ſeize the unw ary ſtrangers, 
and deftroy the hopes of the advancing year. 
O, it is ſevercly cold! Who is ſo "hardy, as not 
to ſhrink at this exce//rvely pinching weather? See! 
every face is pale. Even the blooming cheeks con- 
tract a gelid hue; and the teeth hardly forbear chat- 
tering, Ye that fit eaſy and joyous amidit your 
commodious apartments, ſolacing yourſelves in the 
diffuſive warmth of your fire, be mindful of your 
brethren in the cheerleſs tenement of poverty. Their 
ſhattered panes are open to the piercing winds; a 
tattered garment ſcarcely covers their ſhivering fleſh ; 
while a few faint and dying embers on the ſqualid 
hearth, rather mock their wiſhes, than warm their 
limbs.—While the generous juices of Operis ſparkle 
in your glaſſes; or the ſtreams, beautifully tinged 
and delicioufly-flavoured with the ( leaf, ſmoke 
in the elegant porcelain : O remember, chat many 
of your ſellow- creatures, amidſt all the rigour of 
theſe inclement ikies, are emaciated with ſickneſs, 
benumbed with age, and pining with hunger. Let 
their loins bleſs you,” for eon ee table clothing. 
Reſtore 


i This, I ſuppoſe, is the u meaning of that figurative expreſſion uſed 
by the prophet Habakkuk ; who, ſpeaking of the Chaldeans in vading 
Jude, ſays, Their faces, or the incurſions they make, Dall ſup up, 

all ſwallow ercedily, thall devour utterly the inhabitants ot the 
country, and their valuable effects; as the en, cor roding blaits of. 
the Ea, wind deſtroy every green ting in d bi 
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And worthy,” worthy of all obſervation;"4re' the 
works of the rear” Creator: © 0 are? pr K 
various, and perfectly amazing. W. pllant ar 
ductile is nature under his > mn At his 
command, the felf-ſame ſubſtance aſſumes the moſt 
different ſhapes, and is transformed into an endleſs 
multiplicity of figures. If HE ordaing the water is 
. moulded into hail, and diſeharged upon te earth like 
'A volley of ſhot; ; of, it is conſolidated into ice, and 
defends the rivers; “ às it were with à -breaſt-plate.” 
At the bare intimation of his will, the very ſame ele- 
ment is ſcattered in hoar-froit, like a ſprinkling of 
the moſt attenuated aſhes; or is ſpread” over the ſur- 
face of the ground, in Wein couches of ng and 
Faky down. rs du 101) 1928 
The ſnow, however i may carry the appearance 
of cold, aſfords a turm garment "for the corn; 
feteens it from“ nipping froſts, and cheriſhes its 
in ſant growth? It will abide for a while, to exert a 
proteCting care, and exerciſe a foſtering influence. 
Then, touched by the ſun, or thawed by a ſoften- 
ing gale, the furry veſture melts into genial moiſture z 
fnks: deep unto/the- ſoil; an@iſaturates ius pores with. 
_e "giffolving nitre;“ replenihing the glebe with 
thoſe principles of velletatiro life, whick' Will open 
Ito the bloom of Spring, Agd ripen into he fruits 
of Autumn. — Beautiful emblem this, and comfort- 
able repteſentation oF the divine word, both in the 
fucceſsful and advantagebus iſſue of its operations [: 
Hs the rain cometh -dewor, lind the frow' fon Buuven, 
atid'returneth net, thither, hut watereth the earth, and 
2% 7 it bring forib and bud, that it may give or 
eber, $ and bite. th" the” rater, # 5 my word. 


| 4 that 32115 forth out of ny moith + i, Hall! wal. re- 
N unto me void, but, ſpall accompli 75 that .which I 
fleaſe, "bud it al. pre 25 in of jo 6-47 whereunts I 
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Nature, at length, puts off her lucid. veil. , She 
drops it in a trickling thaw. The looſened ſnow 
rolls in ſheets from the houſes. Various openings 
pot the hills; which, even while we look, Ls 
larger, and more numerous. The trees rid them- 
ſelves, by degrees, of the hoary incumbrance. 
Shook from the ſpringing boughs, part falls heavy 
to the ground, part flies abroad in ſhining atoms. 
Our fields and gardens lately buried beneath the 
drifted, heaps, riſe, plain and diſtinct to view. Since 
we ſce nature once again, has The no verdant traces, 
no beautiful features left? They are, like real 
friends, very rare; and therefore the more particu- 
Jarly to be regarded, the more highly to be valued. 
—Here and there the 5%) hangs out her glowing 
berries ;z the lauriſtinus ſpreads her graceſul tufrs 
and both, under, a covert of unfading foliage.— The. 
plain, but hardy ivy, clothes the decfepit, crazy 
wall; nor ſhrinks from the friendly office, though 
the Aden frown, and the {torm roars.— The Jeurel, 
firm, erect, and bold, expands its leaf of vivid green. 
In ſpite of the united, the repeated attacks of wind, 
and rain, and froſt, it preſerves an unciſmayed lively 
look; and maintains its poit, while withering mil- 
Hons fall around. Worthy, by vanquiſhing the 
rugged force of winter, worthy to adorn the tri- 
umphant conqueror's brow.— Nor, muſt I forget the 
Bay- ſree, which ſcorns to be a mean penſioner on a 
few tranſient ſunny gleams ; ; or, with a ſervile ob- 
ſequiouſneſs, to vary its appearance, in 'conformity 
to the changing ſeaſons ; by ſuch indications of 
ſterling worth, and ſtaunch reſolution, readings a 
lecture to the poet's genius, while it weaves the 
chaplet for his temples, —— Theſe, and a few other 
plants, clad with native verdure, retain thair come- 


ly aſpect, in the bleakeſt climes, and in the coldeſt 
months. | ; | | 
06. EE Such 
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Such, and ſo durable, are the 'accompliſhments 
of a refined underſtanding, and an amiable temper. 
The tawdty 'ornaments of drefs, which catch the 
unthinking vulgar, ſoon become inſipid and deſpi- 
cable. The rubied lip, and the roſy | cheek, fade. 
Even the ſparkling wit, as well as the ſparkling 
eye, pleaſe but for a moment. But the virtuous 
mind has charms, which ſurvive the. decay of every 
inferior embelliſhment ; charms, which add to the 
Trap raney of the ſlower, the permanency of the ever- 

een.“ "a | oy a 4d 
Such, likewiſe, is the happineſs of the fincerel 
religious; like a tree, ſays the inſpired moraliſt, 
„ whoſe leaf ſhall not fall.” He borrows not his 
peace from external circumſtances ; but has a fund 
within, and is * ſatisfied from himſelf.” > Even 
though impoverifhed by calamitous -accidents, he 

> x Sera e 18 


# 


2 „% How little does Gop eſteem the things that men count great? 
ui the endowments of cif, and cloquence, that n admire in 
„ ſome! alas! how poor are tley to him! He reſpecteth not any 
Who are wiſe in heart; they are nothing, and leſs than nothing, 
« in his eyes. Even wi men admire, how little it is that men 
„% know ; how ſmall a matter lies under the found of thefe popular 
4 wonders, a learned man, a great ſcholar, a great ſtateſman. 
«+ How much more doth the all-wiſe Gab meanly account of theſe! 
He often diſcovers to the world, their meanneſs. He befosls them. 
** $9 valour, or | birth, or worldly greatneſs, theſe he gives, and 
« gives as things he makes no great reckoning of, to ſuch as ſhall 
never fee his face; and calls to the inheritance of glory, poor 
_** deſpiſed creatures, that are looked on as the ef*-ſcourings and refuſe 
of the world.” | | LR. , 1 
- — Thus, ſays an excellent author; who writes with the moſt ami- 
able ſpirit of benevolence; with the moſt unaffected air of humility ; 
and, like the facred originals, from which he copies; with a majeſtic - 
implicity of ſtyle.—Whoſe /elet works, I may venture to recom- 
mend, not only as a treaſure, but as a MINE of genuine, fterling, 
_ evangelical piety.— See page 520, of Archbiſhop '/LeicuTon's /cle# 
orie, the Edinburgh edition, octavo: which it is neceſſary to ſpe- 
©cify, becauſe the Londen edition does not contain that part of his 
writings, which has ſupplied me with the preceding quotation. ; 


' b Prov. xiv. 14. 
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is rich in the p2/e/jion of grace, and richer in, the 
hop of glory. His joys are infinitely ſuperior to, 
as well as nobly dependent on, the tranſitory glow 
of ſenſual delight, or the capricious favours of, what 
the world calls, Fortune. | 


If the ſnow corapoſes the light armed troops of 
the iky, methinks the hail conititutes its heavy ar- 
tillery. © When driven by a vehement wind, with 
what dreadful impetuoſity does that ſtony ſhower- 
fall! How it rebounds from the frozen ground, 
and rattles on the reſounding dome ! It attenuates 
the rivers into ſmoke, or ſcourges them into foam. 
It cruſhes the infant flowers; cuts in pieces the 
'gardener's early plants; and batters the feeble for- 
tification of his glaſſes into ſhivers. It darts into 
the traveller's face: he turns, with haſte, from the 
ſtroke ; or feels, on his cheek, for the guſhing blood. 
If he would retreat into the houſe, it follows him 
even thither; and, like a determined enemy, that 
puſhes the purſuit, daſhes through the crackling 
panes.— But the fierce attack is quickly over. The 
clouds have ſoon ſpent their ſhafts; ſoon unſtrun 
their bow. Happy for the inhabitants of the earth, 
that a ſally ſo dreadfully Arion, thould be ſo re- 
markably rt! What elſe would endure the ſhock, 
or eſcape deſtruction ? 


But, behold a boo, of no hoſtile intention! a 
bow, painted in variegated colours, on the diſbur- 
dened cloud. How vali is the extent, how delicate 
the texture, of that fhowvery arch! It compaileth - 

. the 


C He caſtetl forth bis ice like morſels, Pſalm cxlvii. 17. Which, 
in modern language, might be thus expreſſed: He oureth bis hail © 
like a volley of foot The word Y inodequately traifliicy aor/els, 
altudcs, I think, to thoſc fragments of the rock, or thoſe ſancoth flones 


_ the brook, which, in the battle, the warriors hurled from their 
ngs. 
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the heavens, with a glorious circle; and teaches us 
to forget the horrors of the ſtorm. Elegant its form, 
and rich its tincture; but more delightful its facred 
fignificancy. While the violet and the roſe bluſh in 
its rages? i aſpect; the olive-branch ſmiles in its 
gracious import. It writes, in radiant dyes, what the 
angels ſung in harmonious ſtrains;“ Peace on earth, 
« and good-will towards men.” It is the ſtamp of 
Inſurance, for the continuance of ſeed-time, and har- 
veſt; for the preſervation and ſecurity of the viſible 
world. * It is the comfortable toten b of a better 
ſtate, and a happier kingdom; a kingdom. where ſin 
fall ceaſe, and mifery be aboliſhed ; where ſtorms 
Mall beat, and winter pierce no more; but holineſs, 
happineſs, and joy, like one unbounded pring, for 
ever, ever bloom. | 


$ Gen. ix. 12, 16. 2 Rev. iv. 3. 
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THE END. 
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HE . Giortening abvs; the fullen clouds, grown 
dark and ponderous with the gathering rain; 
the frigid air, which ſtrikes unwelcome on the ten, 
der frame, (but ſhews what Albion's ſons could orice 
endure), proclaim the approach of winter.——See |! 
how the trees, as though they felt a ſhock like hu- 
man diſſolution, now drop their leafy honours t— 
ſome, you may obſerve, like feeble old age, hang 
tottering in the air, till a gentle breeze break the 
tender fibre that ſupports them, and throws them re- 
lentleſs on the ground. They fall unlamented, when 
they can no longer delight our eyes; and are no Tooner 
diſſolved, than iner 1 one ſummer's beauty is all they 
can pretend to; whilſt the lofty fir, though greatly 
eclipſed by theſe gay ſtrangers in the bloom of their 
youth, yet far exceeds them in the duration of her 
charms. The beauty of the fir is always the fame, 
and periſhes only with her exiftence. 

A lively emblem this, of the inſtability and worth- | 
leſſneſs of mortal charms.——How mutable is the 
happineſs of . thoſe thoughtleſs wv omen, who place 
all their felicity in admiration !—Admiration, from 
whom ? Not from the wiſe and prudent, that were 
well worth their aim; but from perſons light and 
willing as themſelves: for ſuch alone pay cburt to 

poliſhed 


WW 
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| = _ poliſhed duſt. ——Perhaps, they paſs the bloom of 


their youth without one ſerious thought; and what 
a fund of impertinence do they then treaſure up for 
the remainder of their days! which, when all theſe 
gay fantaſtic viſions fade, when every outward charm 
1s fled, grows quite unſupportable.—-—Haw can they 
bear the ſhock of approaching age? which (like au- 
tumn by the trees) diſrobes them of every attractive 
grac he perfections we are by the flattering 
world allowed, whilſt we have/beauty,, too often, at 
leaſt the praiſe of-them, vaniſh with it, and leave no- 
thing but malice and envy to fill up the great void of 
uncultivated ſenſe .;—they, drop like the withered 
leaves, neglected, if not deſpiſed ; and, like the path 
of a ſwift arrow through the invifible air, leave no 
traces of virtue or goodneſs, whereby. they may be 
remembered. —How much happier they, who, in the 
midſt of their childiſh, innocent amuſements, expe- 
rience the effects of a true parental care; who are 
taught to remember their Creator in the days of 
their youth, while the evil days come not, and the 
% years wherein they ſhall (truly) ſay, I have no plea- 
4 ſure in them;“ and are early informed (before the 
trifling joys of this world have made too deep an im- 
pre ſſion on their tender minds) that all is vanity ; that 
„religion, wiſdom, and virtue, are the only permanent 


- .,enjoyments in this world, and will be their only 


. conſolation . when they ſink into another. Beauty 
is no farther of advantage to us, than as it is an 
* "embelliſhment to ſenſe, and makes virtue appear 
more amiable. But, when it is only a maſk to vice 
or folly; when it perſuades the owner to neglect 
the attainment of all other accompliſhments, the 
bleſſing then degenerates into a curſe, and we quick- 
ly deſpiſe the idle flatterer : in ſhort, “ the praiſe 
- * that is worth ambition, is attained by good ſenſe 
be“ alone, with dignity of mind;“ and a woman of 


only to be attained by a bright underſtanding, refined | 
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true ſenſe will always be. ambitious—not of gaining 
admiration, but of deſerving it. | 4 


I muſt own myſelf obliged to Mr Hervey's Medi- 
tations, fox this poor imitation af him. The two 
Wolamese bie under-this title, cannet, I think, 
be ſuſficiently admired. His Reflections are fo eaſy 
and natural, that upon reading them, yau cannot 
help being ſurprized, that the objects which furniſh= 
ed him with thoſe beautiful 0008s did not in the fame 
manner affect you upon the like occaſions, till you 
conſider the dignity of ſtyle in which they are wrete: 
Lou are then immediately convinced, that this is 


by a liberal education.— I cannot, for my own part, 
conceive any thing (in this world) to be more 
thoroughly conducive to happineſs than ſuch a ge- 
nius, where every object round bim raiſes his ,admir= 
_ ation, and excites his thapkfulneſs to that Being, 
whoſe bleſſings he only truly enjoys, who PROPERLY 
eſteems them: there is nothing fuch a one beholds, 
but what he can apply to the | good of hicaſclf, and of 
his fellow. ereatures. 


41A. 


* B. As Dr Sul w, inthe e to bis excellent her of Travels, 
| 2d ſeveral other authors of ibe greateſt eminence, bave given an Index 
| E Scriptures, occaſionally. explained in their writings : I doubt not, bug 
| N I. Hall oblige many of my readers, by what J. here ſub; oin ; thoſe. De- 
_ 0 Paſt is boppily farmed bs reli 14 the are of tbe * 
| Tt at: . 12 
2 Flhap. Ver. Vol. Page] Chas. Ver. Fol. Page 
Je Genes. | C „ 

. 1. I.. Fal . 3 

3 DrurrzoN ov. . , /,, 
il. I. Az, Kii 30% II. 20 

Nn Joruva. NOV VS 01 Ps AL Ns. legs, 

| . 12, 13. , II. 457 viii. 3, 4. II. | 102 
CCC . H. 15 
| CCC 006M" 3591 xvAt 7. II. ibid. 
v. 30. ABS , ĩ RT Io; 24S 
NY 1 SAMUEL, Kxxiil, 6,9. „ 
| viii 19. I. 93] alv. 9. 1. 149 
| : 1 KINGS. | li. 7. . 

„„ 40] xXcvi. 5. E 
| XX. 40. Ik. 33} kcvii. 2. H. 14 
1  NenrMAn. | | civ. 3. J. 94 
| ix. 5 7: . 161 civ. 24 A 
+ Jos. | eviii. 4. 1. 115 
| Ar. 12, Ge. II. 49] ex. 3. n 
B 19. I, 57 ex. 7. 1. 125 
: v. 23. II. 198 cxxxvi. 9. . 
vii. 20. II. 105{cxxxix. 1 „ 

| ix. e. 1. 95 ſexxxix. 7,8, 9. II. . 
| ir. 25, 26. II. 25 fexxxix. 10. II. 36 
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